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ABOUT NNC
The National Network for Children (NNC) was established in 2003 as a nonformal alliance of non-governmental organisations working for children in
Bulgaria. In 2006 the Network was incorporated as a public-benefit NGO.
Today, we are an alliance of 135 civic organisations and like-minded supporters
working with and for children and families across the country. What brings us
together are children’s rights and the belief that all policies and practices that
affect children should be designed, implemented and monitored in accordance
with the principle of the best interests of the child and with the active
participation of children and young people.

OUR VISION
The National Network for Children works for a society in which every child can
have a family and enjoy the best life and development opportunities, and where
sectoral policies on children and families are aligned and children’s rights and
welfare are guaranteed.

OUR MISSION
The National Network for Children is an advocate for children’s rights and
welfare, bringing together and developing a broad and socially significant
network of organisations and supporters.

We at the National Network for Children and our member organisations
work for:
• A public perception of the child as a right holder;
• State policies ensuring children’s rights and family support;
• Development, cooperation and support within the Network.
We believe that these goals cannot be achieved without the participation
of children. Therefore, we strive to engage them in our work, helping them
to develop skills that will enable in adults the capacity to recognise child
participation and consider children’s opinions.
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OUR GOALS

Rositsa Petrova,
Chair of the Management
Board of the National Network
for Children

George Bogdanov, Executive
Director of the National
Network for Children

Dear Colleagues, Friends and Supporters,
The year 2020 was hard for all Bulgarian children and families. The whole world was faced with an
unprecedented emergency situation as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, in which many parents lost
their jobs, while children and young people had to adapt to a lifestyle without face-to-face schooling,
training, friendship and going out. Access to basic foods became difficult and many people found
themselves in a tough economic situation.
Last year we witnessed the widespread of even more fierce propaganda, fuelled by the pandemic, fake
news and disinformation, which took hold of the public and affected government decision-making about
key legislative changes. We were left with the feeling of going backwards or living in a completely new
time, filled with uncertainty and a lack of vision for the future.
Still, 2020 was an important year for us. In the midst of this unprecedented crisis, our alliance of civic
organisations managed to help over 6,500 children in 3,200 families with food packages, medicaments,
infant formula, disinfectants, masks, gloves, protective clothing and many electronic home-schooling
devises for children.
At the National Network for Children, an alliance of over 130 organisations and civil activists from all over
the country, we will persist in our daily work to support children and families living in extreme poverty,
children left without the care of their families, without access to healthcare and education, children
experiencing problems at school, and children having experienced violence.
We will further continue to make efforts and strive to prevent such cases, ensuring that all children
can have a family of their own, as well as the best life and development opportunities to enjoy a happy
childhood and prosperous adulthood.
We believe that together, as a union of parents, supporters, volunteers and organisations, we will manage
to achieve our goals, and we will continue to urge the government to fulfil its commitment to ensure a
better life for children in Bulgaria.
Rositsa Petrova, Chair of the Management Board
George Bogdanov, Executive Director

What
we do
We join forces
for children

We monitor the
childcare performance
of government
institutions

For almost 15 years, the National Network
for Children has brought together
organisations and supporters around
the common cause of guaranteeing the
rights of all children. We are the largest
alliance of civic organisations working
hand-in-hand for better laws, policies and
outreach for children and families. Over
the years, the NNC has contributed to
changes that have led to improving the
lives of children and their families, and has
become an important and reliable source
of information for children and families
with a website and social media channels
enjoying tens of thousands of followers.

This year, for the ninth time in a row,
we published Report Card: What Is the
Average Government Score for Childcare,
our review and evaluation of the
government’s commitments in the area
of children’s rights. The report is prepared
by experts whose daily activities involve
direct work with children and families
throughout the country. It further reflects
the views of children, young people,
parents and professionals, and provides
recommendations for improving the
existing policies and practices.

Together with children
For the sixth consecutive year, on 20
November 2020 - World Children’s Day
and the anniversary of the signing of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, - together with the Megaphone
Youth Network, we organised the Voice
It Youth Forum. The event gives children
the opportunity to express their views
and positions on issues that are important
to them, as well as to take part in their
resolution.
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We reward people and
organisations that care
for children
Each year, the National Network for
Children presents the Golden Apple
Awards to individuals, organisations
and institutions in recognition of their
contribution to the welfare of children
in Bulgaria. Among others, the award
categories include Municipality, School
and Benefactor, and the selection is
made by a professional panel and the
Megaphone Youth Network. The audience
can also nominate and vote in an online
poll for its own Hero of Children and
Children’s Organisation.

What we did
in 2020

The year in numbers:
the work of the
National Network
for Children in 2020

We pressed the government for special measures
to address the crisis caused by the COVID-19
pandemic

42 opinions, positions and
letters sent to institutions

In 2020, the whole world was put in a state of emergency, the like of which had not
been seen in decades. The COVID-19 pandemic put us all in a situation in which many
parents had limited employment opportunities for extended periods, while others
were altogether laid off. Access to basic foods became difficult, and many had to face
difficult economic circumstances. The high risk of mass starvation fuelled a growth in the
incidence of domestic violence, theft and domestic crime. We called on the government
to take decisive and accessible measures to protect children, their families and people
from vulnerable groups, and to ensure access to education during the quarantine.

1 monitoring report

prepared – Report Card: What
Is the Average Government
Score for Childcare

7 contributions to

international organisations
such as ECPAT, Eurochild,
ChildPact and the European
Commission, the UN Human
Rights Council, UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child,
helping to inform international
policy-making for children

18 working groups and
advisory boards
2 operational programmes
monitoring committees

4 thematic working groups
with over 100 participants

4 public events with
We worked in support of children and their families
In the unprecedented crisis situation, we put on the agenda the issue of the survival of
the most vulnerable groups of Bulgarian society – children and families living in poverty,
single parents, the unemployed, children and young people with disabilities. As a union
of over 130 organisations from all over the country, we assisted more than 6,500 children
from 3,200 families with food packages, medicaments, infant formula, disinfectants,
masks, gloves, protective clothing, and over 400 electronic devices under the Old Devices
for a New Beginning campaign. Overall, we distributed a total of BGN 135,454 worth of
donations.

representatives from
institutions, media and the
civil society

4 рadvocacy short films,

raising public awareness
of child poverty, child
healthcare, fighting drug
addictions and health
education for children

We urged for the construction of a proper
children’s hospital
The Bulgarian government, as represented by the Ministry of Health and Minister Kiril
Ananiev, legitimised an act which can be seen as a betrayal of Bulgarian society and its
most vulnerable members, the children. In complete media blackout and lack of public
consensus, a contract was signed for renovating a 40-year-old building in the centre of
Sofia and repurposing it into a children’s hospital. The value of the agreement is nearly
BGN 100 million. As an active participant in the Initiative Committee for the Construction
of a High-Tech Multiprofile University Hospital – Children’s Health Park, we managed to
collect more than 17,000 signatures from professionals and citizens from all over the
country requesting the resignation of the Minister of Health and the launch of a standard
procedure for the construction of a proper children’s hospital. We continue to actively
pursue this cause.
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What we did
for families in 2020

“Both parents share responsibility for
bringing up their children and should
always consider what is best for each child.
Governments should help parents
by providing services to support them.”
Article 18

A simplified version of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, unicef.bg

We made recommendations to
prevent families with children from
living on the streets
In the pandemic situation, we became witness to a local
authorities’ decision to forcibly remove an entire community of
extremely poor and vulnerable people from their only homes
in the Roma neighbourhood of Lozenets in Stara Zagora. The
lack of adequate housing conditions and prolonged neglect
of the problem on behalf of the municipality have led to the
deprivation of children of a safe and healthy environment
and access to education. For yet another year, we urged for
a national policy and establishment of a working mechanism
to resolve housing issues for disadvantaged families. Possible
solutions to prevent the destruction of children’s lives include
the provision of social housing and the implementation of
housing programmes, including subsidised funding and voucher
schemes for renovation, rent or help for purchase of housing for
people from vulnerable groups.

4 | Annual Report 2020 | www.nmd.bg

We continued to advocate
for more flexible and accessible
social services for all children
and families in need
We witnessed the Social Services Act (SSA) becoming the
target of widespread public propaganda and disinformation,
which also took its toll on the Bulgarian parliament. Proposals
to repeal the SSA were voiced, while some of its provisions
were referred to the Constitutional Court on the basis of
unsubstantiated claims of unconstitutionality. In a reasoned
opinion to the Constitutional Court, we categorically objected
to the allegations of the unconstitutionality of the Social
Services Act and its incompatibility with the basic principles
and fundamental civil rights enshrined in the Constitution.
Addressing MPs, we reminded them of the government’s
commitment to children and parents to support each child
and each family, assist children and families living in poverty
and fight poverty and social exclusion, as well as to protect
children left without family care, with the understanding
that the family is the best environment for the child, prevent
cases of violence against children and ensure accessibility,
effectiveness and quality of social services. The National
Network for Children, together with partnering NGOs,
initiated and hosted open online discussions, known as Social
Fridays, where the government’s proposals for secondary
legislation to the SSA were discussed. Dozens of social service
providers, users and their families, municipal representatives
and experts took part in the discussions. In late 2020, the
government adopted the Implementing Regulations to the
SSA, which outline the referral procedures for the use of
social services.

We urged for a strategic vision in
support of children and families
For almost two years Bulgaria has been left without a national
policy-planning framework for support provision to parents and
families and ensuring the welfare of all children. On occasion of
World Children’s Day, 20 November, together with the Alliance
for Early Childhood Development and Coalition Childhood
2025, we sent a letter to the government, the members of
parliament and representatives of political parties, highlighting
the need for immediate and responsible political decisions and
action for adopting a long-term strategic vision for the welfare
of children in Bulgaria. We expect Bulgarian politicians to fulfil
their commitments under Article 1 (3) of the Child Protection
Act by developing and adopting a National Strategy for the
Child.

We urged for ensuring the best
interest of children and young
people during the closure of
HMSCCs
At the end of 2020, it was announced that 8 of the remaining
12 unreformed homes for medical and social care for children
(HMSCCs), where children and adults in need of full-time
medical care are placed, would be closed down as a matter
of urgency. The children were hastily transferred to 4 other
unreformed care facilities (HMSCCs), in the country without a
prior needs assessment to find a lasting solution in their best
interest and without the required preparation for adaptation
to the new conditions and assessment of risks in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

We recommended scaling up family
support measures in the state of
emergency
We welcomed the initiative of the Ministry of Labour and
Social Policy to pay a one-off allowance of BGN 375 to parents
of children under 12 who have attended kindergarten or
school. We emphasised that although beneficial, this oneoff compensation is not fully commensurate in either scope
or size with the requested assistance and the proposed
amendments to the Act on the Measures and Actions during
the State of Emergency. The measure comes with a number
of restrictions that prevent the inclusion of all parents in need
and should therefore be further specified and scaled up. We
also recommended reopening a small number of facilities such
as nurseries, kindergartens and schools specifically for children
of doctors and nurses in an attempt to tackle the pandemic
situation.

We continue to advocate for the
establishment of a National System
for Early Childhood Intervention
The National Network for Children seeks to support
and accelerate the process of statutory regulation and
establishment of a National System for Early Childhood
Intervention, comprising of personalised and extensive services
for quality support to parents and small children who are at
risk, have developmental difficulties, disabilities or behavioural
problems, or need mental health support. Early childhood
intervention is a much-needed practice of high benefit to
our society, as it helps children deal with various problems
and have meaningful lives as adults, without their families
having to get obsessed with care and hopelessness, but rather
enjoying happy parenting. Together with our partners Karin
Dom Foundation and Varna Municipality, we published two
guidebooks on early childhood intervention, championing a
family-centred approach for quality support for parents and
children at an early age.

www.facebook.com/nmdbg | Annual Report 2020 | 5

What we did
for education in 2020

“All children and young people have the
right to a primary education, which should be
free. Wealthier countries should help poorer
countries achieve this. Discipline in schools
should respect children’s human dignity. Young
people should be encouraged to reach the
highest level of education of which they are
capable.“
“Education should develop every child’s
personality, talents and abilities to the full.”
Article 28

A simplified version of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, unicef.bg

We requested flexible options
to ensure access to services
for early childhood education
and care for every child

Together with parents, we supported
the Positive Personality Skills in
Society Foundation’s programme
for prevention of sexual violence

We welcomed the government’s initiative to update the
Pre-School and School Education Act in connection with the
proposed introduction of compulsory pre-school education
from the age of four in kindergartens and schools, excluding
cases where, by virtue of a decision of the mayor of the
municipality, pre-school education is to be offered solely
by kindergartens. We believe that the key here is to ensure
sufficient and diverse services guaranteeing not only access
and quality of services, but also the opportunity to meet the
individual needs of each child and family. We consider the
introduction of kindergarten fee waivers for only a fraction
of children on the basis of formal criteria for determining
the recipients of childcare allowances, which at present is
problematic enough, to be inadequate. Instead, childcare
allowances and/or tax reliefs should be considered for all
families, or, as a minimum, kindergarten fee waivers should
be envisaged for all children. There is a need to streamline
teachers’ efforts to enhance the exact skills students require for
effective distance learning in an electronic environment.
Together with the Alliance for Early Childhood Development, we
continued our advocacy efforts for the adoption of standards
for early childhood development, as envisaged in the PreSchool and School Education Act, applicable to nursery groups.

In 2020, we witnessed the rise of disinformation and fake
news in connection with the training programmes for
violence prevention held by the Positive Personality Skills in
Society Foundation in different schools, whose aim was to
teach children to recognise abusers and instruct adolescents
in the prevention of unwanted pregnancies and sexually
transmitted diseases. The Minister of Education fell victim to
the propaganda and fake news spread by patriotic parties,
formations and propaganda NGOs claiming that early-age
health and sexual education is harmful to children and is a
family rather than a school matter. Together with the director
and teachers of 7th Primary School Georgi Sava Rakovski
in Pernik, the Regional Department of Education in Pernik
and the Positive Personality Skills in Society Foundation, we
held a press conference to discuss the consequences of the
suspension of health and sexual education and children’s
right to a sexual education as envisaged in the Health Act. We
initiated a working meeting with Minister of Education and
Science Krasimir Valchev in connection with the programmes
for health and sexual education at school and the establishment
of a working group for review and development of the state
educational standard in accordance with Ordinance No. 13 of
21 September 2016 on the Civic, Health, Environmental and
Intercultural Education.
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We supported a petition letter for
the introduction of comprehensive
measures in childcare and education
during the COVID-19 crisis

We supported the Ministry of
Education and Science’s targeted
efforts under the Motivated Teachers
programme

And we thus once again appealed to the government to take
timely and adequate measures for the provision of permanent and
long-term care for childhood development, welfare and education
during the COVID-19 pandemic. We insisted that special focus
should be put on the welfare of all children and their right to a
positive development, including as a priority measure for children
with special needs, children from vulnerable groups, and children
in urgent need of social inclusion and support. In the petition, we
stressed the need for availability of outdoor activities for children
under 7 in educational facilities and social services, as well as for
maximum outdoor play, for example through development of
indicative standards for outdoor activities.

The goal of the programme is to overcome teacher shortages
in Bulgaria and to ensure availability of more highly motivated
and successful professionals at school. The programme targets
professionals in all subjects, including primary school teachers.
We believe that it is a crucial step in meeting the actual needs of
every school, especially those experiencing permanent teacher
shortages and those working with students from vulnerable
communities. Attracting new professionals, including ones with
no previous experience or qualifications, is very important to
successfully meet the needs for teachers in those schools.
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What we did for child
healthcare in 2020

“Children have the right to good quality
healthcare, clean water, nutritious food
and a clean environment so that they
will stay healthy.”
Article 24

A simplified version of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
unicef.bg

We urged for smoking prevention
measures instead of sanctions for
children and parents
As a member of the Smoke-Free Coalition, we expressed support
for the fight against smoking and the protection and safeguarding
of children from the harmful use of tobacco products. We do not
believe that the proposed amendments to the Child Protection
Act will solve the problem and protect children; rather, they will
give rise to state repressions against tobacco users and put a
financial burden on their parents. We proposed specific measures
to ensure the protection of children from smoking, namely
through preventive and educational methods, in-depth analysis
of the issue and systematic efforts to foster a healthy lifestyle.
Following discussions with the petitioners and the State Agency
for Child Protection, during the second reading the National
Assembly banned the use of hookahs by children, thus imposing
additional restrictions but not severe sanctions.

We insisted on prioritising
children’s mental health in the
preparation of the National
Mental Health Strategy 2020-2030
As a network of organisations working with children and
families, we made specific recommendations for the
prevention and treatment of mental illness in children
and adolescents. The observations made by our member
organisations with expertise in this area indicate a lasting
trend of neglect for the issue of children’s mental health
on behalf of all institutions, as well as failure to recognise
it as a key element of ensuring a healthy and happy life
for Bulgarian children. There are no statistical data on the
frequency and type of mental suffering among children,
nor on the provision of access to specialised help in the
country. There is further a lack of data on the mentally
diagnosed children placed in family-type residential centres
(SGHs) and residential services, in spite of the very big need
for follow-up, adequate intervention and support in such
cases. We believe that children’s mental health at the age
of 0 to 18 should be given priority and should be assigned
as a separate domain in the strategy. Moreover, a screening
programme for early recognition and assessment of mental
suffering in children should be developed and put in place,
and programmes and facilities for timely provision of first
aid and psychological support should be made available in
all schools. Last but not least, a strategy and action plan will
need to be prepared for the development of a psychiatric
care network for children throughout the country.

We recommended making the welfare of children and families
a key priority for the government
We supported the position of Eurochild, the International Step
by Step Association, the Roma Education Fund and the European
Public Health Alliance, which called on governments to prioritise
investment in early childhood development and to make
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children’s and families’ welfare, social responsibility, cohesion
and the availability of services in this area their first and main
priority. We believe that the first few years in life are also the
most important and thus form the base of society.

Together with parents and civil
activists, we petitioned for the
construction of a proper national
children’s hospital
In recent years, we have sent numerous letters to all government
institutions in the country to prioritise the issue. Following
the Ministry of Health’s decision of April 2020 to contract the
construction of the new hospital at the same site where works
began 40 years ago, thousands of citizens and civic organisations
went out protesting against building a National Children’s Hospital
at an old site from the 1970s. As an active participant in the
initiative committee of the For a Proper Children’s Hospital civil
initiative, we started and submitted a petition, both in paper
and online, to the responsible institutions, collecting nearly
18,000 signatures from parents, active citizens and professionals.
After much effort, at a meeting with representatives of the
protesters, Prime Minister Boyko Borisov announced that the
old construction carcass from the nineteen seventies that was
to be used for the construction of the new hospital would be
demolished and a new building would be put up. The hard work
of the For a Proper Children’s Hospital initiative was recognised
by the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee by voting it the runner-up
for the Human of the Year award. We continue to follow the issue
closely.

We called on the Minister of Health
to review the measures banning
children from individual training in
gyms and swimming pools
We voiced our opinion that restricting training for under-18year-olds but not for adults is a disproportionate and unfair
measure, and, given the lack of scientific or health grounding,
can even be considered punitive for children and young people
in this age group, who, in addition to being detached from their
social environment and put into a distance learning setting,
would thus also be prevented from benefiting from active sport,
one of the few activities useful for both physical and mental
well-being.
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What we did for justice
for children in 2020

“Children who break the law should not be treated cruelly.
They should not be put in a prison with adults and should
be able to keep in contact with their family.”
Article 37

A simplified version of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, unicef.bg

We continued to urge for a
comprehensive reform of the system
for children in conflict with the law
The increasing number of crimes committed by minors and the
inefficient measures for protection and impact on children in
conflict with the law were the reason to once again stress the
urgent need for a comprehensive reform in the area of working
with children in conflict with the law and criminal justice, based on
an understanding of those children as children at risk, as well as the
need for provision of protective measures. We continue to insist
that one of the main priorities of the Ministry of Justice should be
justice for children, but in the past ten years this commitment has
not been backed by any action. We categorically disagreed with the
legislative initiative to increase the penalties for minors to include
up-to-twenty-year-olds and to remove the reduction under Article
63 of the Penal Code in respect to minors over 16 having committed
a serious offence against the person, where a court has found that
the purposes of a criminal repression cannot be reached. We will
continue to advocate for a comprehensive reform of the justice for
children that guarantees children’s rights.
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We supported the proposed
amendments to the Family Code in
connection with the establishment of
biological origin
In an opinion prepared by the Legal Aid Network with the
National Network for Children, we expressed our support for
the proposed amendments and the expansion of the categories
of people entitled to challenge paternity and file requests for
establishment of origin. We believe that the proposed changes
are relevant to the national legislation and deserve our backing.
Based on the fact that effective judgments of the European
Court of Human Rights are binding on the countries against
which they have been issued, Bulgaria is under obligation to
take case-specific and general measures in order to prevent
the occurrence of new violations that are identical to the ones
already established. The concrete reason for the proposed
changes is a series of judgments of the European Court of Human
Rights against Bulgaria establishing the inability of complainants
to challenge the established origin and establish their own
paternity, which constitutes a violation to the right to respect for
private and family life under Article 8 of the European Convention
on Human Rights.

We objected to the adoption of a
bill to introduce the term ‘biological
parent’ into the legislation, which
will put the best interest of children
at risk
The Legal Aid Network with the National Network for Children
expressed an opinion that the entire bill should be rejected.
We consider the amendments to the Child Protection Act
to be fully contradictory to the best interests of children
and therefore not suitable for inclusion in the legislation
on grounds of denial of the spirit and principles of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and European law. We
stood up in defence of maintaining the purpose of the Child
Protection Act to protect the most vulnerable part of society,
i.e. children, rather than seek to put the interests of the
biological family above those of the child in cases of risk or
cater to “traditions and good social customs in the country,”
to quote some of the proposals.
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As a member of the Childhood
without Violence Alliance,
we called on all child protection
authorities and relevant institutions
to identify the problems having led
to yet another disaster, the murder
of small children
After the disaster in the town of Sandanski involving the death of
two small children in spite of previous reports of violence in the
family, as a member of the Childhood without Violence Alliance,
we contacted all child protection authorities and other relevant
bodies requesting that they initiate the necessary checks to
identify how the institutions involved carry out their duties to
act on reports concerning children at risk and child victims of
domestic violence.
We urged the institutions to take all actions within their
competence in order to identify the problems having led to
the tragic incident. We further requested an inspection of the
fulfilment of obligations of the relevant institutions having
received reports about children at risk and victims of domestic
violence in order to ensure the prevention of future violations of
children’s rights and protection procedures in the country.
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Thematic report on children’s rights
for the UN Committee on the Rights
of the Child
Traditionally, the National Network for Children takes part in
the preparation of alternative reports for the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child, in advance of the session for
discussing the progress made by the relevant country under
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. In 2020, the
National Network for Children prepared two reports: an
alternative report, covering the full scope of rights under
the Convention; and a thematic report on the country’s
performance in the area of justice for children and regulatory
changes affecting children.
The thematic report was prepared by lawyers from the
Secretariat and the Legal Aid Network and covers Article 1 of
The Convention and the definition of the child, the right to
life in Article 6, the right of the child to keep without unlawful
interference their identity, the right to family relations, the
obligation of the state to prevent and investigate deaths,
the right of victims to access a lawyer, the child’s right to the
highest attainable standard of health and health services, the
right to compensation for victims of trafficking, violence against
children, including domestic violence, children’s rights in conflict
with the law and children’s rights in boarding schools and sociopedagogical boarding schools.

We conducted a study of the case
law of the Supreme Administrative
Court to establish when children are
actually moved out of their families
and when the Court issues a ruling for
another form of protection
The study was carried out in response to unfounded fears and
disinformation about arbitrary removal of children by the social
services, and can be used as a valuable source of information by
professionals in the area. It looks into the factual circumstances in
which a court issues a ruling for placement of children outside of
their families and is based on the full available case law, consisting
of 22 decisions of the Supreme Administrative Court ruled under
Article 25 (1) (4), i.e. cases where a child has been a victim to
violence and there is a serious threat of damage to the child’s
physical, mental, moral, intellectual and social development. The
study clearly explains: what constitutes a risk to the health and
the life of the child; in which cases such risk is considered to exist;
and which cases are considered by the court to be insignificant or
insufficient to involve the protection system.

We continued to advocate for an
overhaul of the model for resolving
parental conflict
For years we have advocated for the development of support
options for parents in resolving conflicts. Given the growing
number of conflicts in which the biggest victim, through no
fault of their own, are children, we believe that changes to the
model are both necessary and inevitable, and that psychologists,
therapists and mediators should be involved in order to find
solutions that are beneficial to children. We support an approach
that will engage additional expert counsellors informing parents
about the impact of the conflict on the child. Parents should
be informed about how, in the event of separation, they could
meet the needs of the child and how mediation could help find a
solution to parental disputes. We insist and will continue to push
for timely and professional institutional interventions and ethical
coverage of child-related cases by the media.
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REPORT CARD
2020

WHAT IS
THE AVERAGE
GOVERNMENT SCORE
FOR CHILDCARE?

In 2020, the National Network for Children published the ninth edition of the annual monitoring paper
Report Card, which assesses the work of the institutions done in the year before. Its findings confirm that
the government has abandoned policy making in support of children and families.

Therefore, the average score is correspondingly low – Average 3.00.

Report Card is an annual review of the key policies for children’s
welfare in Bulgaria prepared by the National Network for
Children. The authors of the ninth edition are 36 experts from
civic organisations who work daily with children and families.
The preparation further involved more than 400 children, young
people, parents and professionals, who took part in the survey
Report Card: How Children, Parents and Professionals Evaluate
the Government and, in the survey, conducted by the child
rapporteurs of the National Eurochild Forum, Bulgaria and the
Megaphone Youth Network.
All participants assessed the progress made by the government
in eight key areas: Child Welfare; Protection of Children from All
Forms of Violence; Early Childhood Development; Child Health;
Education; Family Environment and Alternative Care; Justice for
Children; and Child Participation. In 2019, discussions and work
on the adoption of a National Strategy for the Child were put
on hold. This decision is a breach of rights guaranteed by the
Bulgarian Constitution, the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child and national regulations such as Article 1 (3) of the Child
14 | Annual Report 2020 | www.nmd.bg

Protection Act. In essence, it is also an act of refusal on the part
of the government to pursue any protection policy for children in
Bulgaria.
The other Report Card grades are:

Child Welfare

2.50

Family Environment and Alternative Care

3.00

Justice for Children

3.00

Protection of Children from All Forms of Violence

2.50

Early Childhood Development

3.00

Child Health

3.00

Education

4.00

Child Participation

3.00

Child Welfare: Poor 2.50

Child Health: Poor 3

The Report Card results show that every third child in Bulgaria
is living at risk of poverty. There are significant imbalances in
family incomes and the impact of social transfers is poor. The
social exclusion of children with disabilities and children with
chronic and rare diseases is still very pronounced.

Bulgaria still does not have a modern children’s hospital. Despite
the government’s commitments of 2020 to demolish the
construction carcass in the yard of Aleksandrovska Hospital and
to start building again, there is still a lot of uncertainty and issues
surrounding the project.

Family Environment and Alternative Care:
Average 3

Education: Good 4

The number of children living in separation from their birth
families remains relatively unchanged. The postponement
of the Social Services Act and the National Strategy for the
Child has resulted in an indefinite postponement of specific
measures for family support and prevention of the separation
of children from their families. The issue of the quality of
alternative care for children in community-based residential
services remains unsolved.

Justice for Children: Average 3
2020 was yet another year in which no progress was made in
terms of the rights of children in conflict with the law, while
at the same time children continued to be punished for acts
for which even adults would not be held legally responsible.
Despite the renewal of the work of the expert working group
on the Law on Corrective Measures for Persons Having
Committed Crimes or Administrative Violations as Minors, it is
still unclear how it will be pursued in the future.

Protection of Children from All Forms of
Violence: Poor 2.50
Bulgaria was left without a National Strategy for the Child, as
well as without a plan to tackle violence against children. This
calls into question both the assistance offered to child victims
of violence and the much-needed action on behalf of the
responsible institutions to prevent such cases, as evidenced
also by their large number in recent months.

This is the area where the biggest progress was made. Despite
the problem with the quality of education in small towns and
villages, consolidated schools , poor functional literacy and
the mostly formal nature of inclusive education in numerous
locations, the government has, all in all, made certain
commitments which it is seeking to put in place.

Child Participation: Average 3
There is no clear and shared understanding of what child
participation is. The dominant view is to treat children as objects
of impact rather than as independent and valuable right-holding
individuals.
We personally handed a copy of the Report Card to each MP in
the 44th National Assembly, accompanied by a letter in which we
expressed our trust that all their actions and decision-making will
be guided by the principle that children are the country’s greatest
asset and that their best present and future must be of pivotal
importance and must never be called into question.
In 2020, a number of MPs, mostly members of the opposition,
referred to our Report Card when posing their specific questions
about policies on children and families during parliamentary
scrutiny.

Early Childhood Development: Poor 3
The problems with the shortage of professionals and the lack
of coordination between the different systems have remained
unsolved. There is also a delay in the adoption of a National
Early Childhood Development Strategy. 2019 was yet another
year in which a large part of the government’s planned
activities to improve the quality of maternal health as a starting
point for improving child health and reducing perinatal and
neonatal mortality failed to be done.
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What we did together
with young people in 2020
“Children have the right to say what they
think should happen when adults are
making decisions that affect them and to
have their opinions taken into account.”
Article 12

A simplified version of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
unicef.bg

Megaphone
Youth Network
Megaphone is a two-year
child participation programme
created by the National
Network for Children. Based
on the concept of non-formal
civic education, it enables
children to learn about their
rights and practise their right
to opinion. This is also our way
of supporting professionals
to encourage child participation within their organisations. In
September, we launched the new Megaphone group, consisting
of 14 young people from 7 of our member organisations who
took part in the annual Autumn School on Children’s Rights. Using
interactive methods, young people and professionals worked
together to reflect on the meaning of rights and try to establish
whether we face violence and discrimination and what challenges
there are in education. The specific focus of last year’s edition was
organisational development.
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Annual meeting 2020
The annual NNC meeting featured three panels organised by the
young people. In the course of the first one, Child Neighbourhood,
young people presented their views on the Network’s Vision for
Family Policy, whereas the second, Child Participation in Action,
focused on their opinions on violence, education and justice. The
final panel, Child Researchers, was dedicated to the Rapporteurs
action and UNICEF Bulgaria’s U Report platform. The issue of
sustainable development was also discussed, with a special focus
on poverty.

Rapporteurs
Rapporteurs is a joint initiative of the National Network for
Children and Eurochild whose goal is to explore young people’s
views. Throughout 2020, teams set up in different parts of
the country collected children’s opinions. The goal was to
have young journalists, i.e. children, sound out other children
about key topics they themselves had chosen, developed and
examined. In 2020, our rapporteurs collected their peers’
opinions on the following topics: “How does domestic violence
affect children in the family?”; “How affordable are textbooks
and other learning materials for all students?”; “What is in
the best interest of children in a parental conflict situation?”;
“Is there enough interactive education at school?”; “Is there a
need for a national children’s hospital in Bulgaria?”; “To what
extent is the voice of children heard in Bulgaria?” and
“The destiny of children in care homes and in
foster care.”

Eurochild
The National Network for Children and the Rapporteurs group
have their own representative on the Eurochild Children’s
Council. The Council acts as an advisory body, bringing together
12 children from European countries, including one from
Bulgaria, who presents key issues of national significance and
children’s views on a variety of subjects. On World Children’s
Day, the National Network for Children co-hosted a Eurochild
webinar on why and how the protection of children’s rights
strengthens our democracies. Minister of Labour and Social
Policy Denitsa Sacheva was a special guest at the event. Special
appearances were made by George Bogdanov, Executive Director
of the National Network for Children, and Milena Radoytseva,
a volunteer at the Bulgarian Safer Internet Centre, Megaphone
participant, and country representative on the Eurochild
Children’s Council. The topics discussed at the webinar were:
“What is the common ground between children’s rights and
democracy?”; “What are the challenges faced by the children’s
rights movement in Bulgaria?” and “How can the forthcoming EU
Strategy on the Rights of the Child help governments understand
their commitments to children’s rights?”

Report Card: What is the Average
Government Score for Childcare
For the first time last year, the young people from the
Megaphone programme took part in the event for the
presentation of the Report Card 2020 results, which
was streamed online and during which their chosen
speakers expressed their positions on the issues of child
health, violence, education and justice for children.
Together with experts from the helping professions, they
presented their views and comments on the situation in
the country.
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Voice It 2020:
Discrimination
Doesn’t Look Good on You

The sixth Voice It youth forum was held in 2020. The event
was organised by the National Network for Children and
Megaphone, in partnership with UNICEF Bulgaria and Single
Step Foundation. Last year, once again the event marked the
31st anniversary of the signing of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child.
In 2020 Voice It: Discrimination Doesn’t Look Good on You
was held with a smaller audience and was streamed online,
reaching an audience of over 20,000 spectators.

The main topic of last year’s edition was
discrimination, in particular:
 thnic discrimination;
E
Discrimination based on sexual orientation;
Social discrimination.
The three young Megaphone presenters discussed the topics
with their studio guests: actor Ovanes Torosyan; Simeon
Vasilev, Chairman of GLAS Foundation; and dancer Remi Toin.
For the first time, the event was streamed online because
of the epidemiological situation in the country. The topics
were prepared and chosen by our young presenters, and the
discussion in the studio was backed by the professional views
of two experts, a psychologist and a lawyer, who showed a
different point of view on discrimination , quoting examples
from their practices.
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Why is this forum important to us? We believe that talking to
children and young people about what is happening around
them will allow us to understand their opinions on important
topics affecting their lives, experiences and searches. Our main
goal is to communicate young people’s views to government
institutions and media, as well as to raise the general public
awareness of children’s rights and child participation as
fundamental principles of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. At last year’s forum, the main topic was the right to
protection against discrimination. .

а

Nearly 130 children aged 10 to 18 from all over the country
took part in an essay competition on the topic Discrimination
Doesn’t Look Good on You. In their essays, the children had
the opportunity to express their positions and views on the
subject. What we learned from the submissions was that
children encounter discrimination mainly in their immediate
environments and personal experiences. They see it most
often in the rejection of those that are different and the
exclusion of people with a different social status, conduct and
appearance. All participants in the competition believe that
difference should be respected and that it is an asset adding
substance and appeal to our world. Children find that all
people are the same, but that prejudice can take them apart.

Many social organisations, members and partners of
the National Network for Children, joined in the forum’s
promotional campaign with their messages and positions on
discrimination and its proportions as a serious social issue.
Many of their videos featured active young people sharing
their thoughts and views on the subject. In this way, they
showcased actual child participation in their organisations.
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Whose achievements
for children we
awarded in 2020
For the tenth time
in 2020 we presented
the Golden Apple
Awards.

We continued to find inspiring people who are
committed to children’s health, education and
rights, and who put their heart into the cause for
a happy childhood.

The awards ceremony once again recognised the efforts of
individuals, organisations and institutions to improve the lives of
Bulgarian children.
“For ten years we have given the awards to the heroes of children
in our country. ‘Golden Apple’ stands for our daily efforts for the
well-being of Bulgarian children, and right now they need support
and protection more than ever,” said George Bogdanov, Executive
Director of the National Network for Children.
The awards were presented on 1 June during an online ceremony
due to the pandemic situation. The event was hosted by
Maria Silvestar and the talented Georgi Keremidarski from
Megaphone.

The Golden Apples are traditionally awarded in the
categories: Hero of Children, School, Hospital, Municipality,
Journalist, Benefactor, Special Recognition, and Outstanding
Contribution. Last year, we introduced a new category,
Children’s Organisation, to distinguish civic organisations who,
through their activities, have brought about a positive impact
on children and families in the fields of health, education,
justice, charity and children’s rights. This category, as well as
the Hero of Children, was open for nomination and voting to
the general public, and more than 3,400 votes were cast.
The nominations for the other categories were, as a
general rule, submitted by the member organisations of
the National Network for Children. The jury, which had the
uneasy task to select the winners, consisted of Alexandra
Mircheva (Coalition Education 2030), Yuliana Koleva
(National Association of Municipalities), Dr. Boyana Petkova,
Elena Atanassova (UNICEF Bulgaria), Krasimira Velichkova
(Executive Director, Bulgarian Donor’s Forum), Alexey
Pamporov (Sociologist, Institute for the Study of Societies
and Knowledge at BAS), Irina Nedeva (President, Association
of European Journalists), and Teodora Petkova (CEO,
UniCredit Bulbank). Young people from Megaphone, who
too sat on the jury, also cast their votes.

A total of 47 nominations were received for the tenth Golden Apples ceremony.
The winners are:
Hero of Children:
Anna Yoncheva, Georgi Peykov
and Mihail Nikolov
Their Different photo project grew into the Let’s Play Together
initiative, which they use to build children’s swings, thus giving
children with disabilities the chance to have fun together with
their peers.
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Children’s Organisation:
Life with Down Syndrome Foundation
The diligent and professional work of this organisation helps to bring about
daily positive change in the general public’s perceptions of children with Down
syndrome and supports their successful integration. They also give hope to the
children, encouraging them to develop their potential.

School:
Professional High School of Agriculture
St. George the Trophy-Bearer, town of
Suvorovo
The school was chosen because of its introduction of high-tech teaching
solutions, its dedicated teachers and its focus on the practical vocational
preparation of its students.

Municipality:
Nikola Kozlevo, Shumen region
The Municipality won the award for its systematic approach and care
provision to vulnerable groups, its completed infrastructure projects
for children and its dropout prevention policy and support for children
at risk.

Journalist:
Yovka Yovcheva
Darik Radio

Hospital

A journalist with many years of experience,
Ms. Yovcheva became the jury’s preferred
candidate because of her professional and
unbiased work on important issues related
to children and families, as well as because
of her journalistic ethics.

No nominations were received in this category
last year. This is a clear sign for the major
problems in child healthcare. There is still no
modern children’s hospital in the country.
Despite Prime Minister Borisov’s assurance of
support for the construction of a new modern
children’s hospital, we are aware of the many
battles we still have to fight.

Benefactor: BCause Foundation
This platform develops many different donation programmes and mediates between donors
and people in need. As a result of these activities, many sick children and children at risk find
support.

Outstanding Contribution to the work of the
National Network for Children: Deyan Kolev,
Chairman of Amalipe Centre for Interethnic
Dialogue and Tolerance
The award was given in recognition of Mr. Kolev’s long-standing efforts to mobilise
teachers, school directors, mediators, activists and civic organisations so hundreds of
children can go to school and feel accepted and part of a community.

Special Recognition:
Dnevnik Newspaper
With its systematic approach to children’s and human rights, fight against propaganda
and disinformation, Dnevnik is a model of professionalism and journalistic ethics.
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The National Network
for Children in the media

In 2020, we continued the
intense development of our
communication channels, turning
them into some of the most active
and trusted media in regards to
child issues, policies and rights.

We are stronger together
As a network of organisations, our main task is to support
the campaigns and events of our members, and in 2020 we
regularly promoted their activities. We took part in over 10
partner associations, spread information about more than 100
opinions, initiatives and events of our members and partners,
and promoted many success stories and achievements of civic
organisations.
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Some of the topics we helped raise in public in 2020 were:
T he need to amend the legislation and adopt important
strategic documents such as the National Strategy for the Child
and the Vision for Family Policy;
A
 mendments to the Social Services Act;
T he need to modernise the justice for children;
T he need for a national children’s hospital;
P revention of all forms of violence;
D
 isinformation and propaganda;
E arly childhood intervention.

Media presence and communication channels
In the difficult year 2020, we held our traditional large events
Report Card, Golden Apple and Voice It online, successfully
embracing this new and challenging format.
One of last year’s highlights was the media event on the subject
of propaganda and disinformation, which raised an important
public concern and enjoyed wide coverage. We issued 20
press releases in connection with our positions, initiatives
and comments, which were featured more than 100 times in
different media. We also organised over 40 appearances of NNC
representatives in radio and TV programmes.
We seek to actively develop our own communication channels,
and the National Network for Children is one of the few civic
organisations having turned its information website into a
successful medium, with a huge audience and daily coverage of
hot news in the area of child policies.
Our bilingual website www.nmd.bg is regularly updated with the
latest news, events, legislative changes, decisions, competitions
and speeches of public figures and institutions, and features
nearly 1,000 publications in Bulgarian and 100 in English. Our
Bulgarian newsletter has nearly 6,000 subscribers, and the English
one – 1,000.

over 1,100 posts. The number of its followers at the end of the
year was 70,400, a growth of over 4,000 over 2019. Our content
was seen by nearly 249,003 users per month, a 78% increase over
2019, and the number of engaged users was 36,772 per month,
23% more than the previous year.
In 2020, we hosted 4 events and co-hosted 7 Facebook events.
In the same period, we posted 38 videos and live streams of our
initiatives or partners’ events.
Some of our other channels include Childhood without
Violence (www.endviolence.bg) and the Golden Apple website
(www.1june.nmd.bg).
With the help of our dedicated administrators, active partners
and members, the public group For a Better Country for Our
Children has become a platform for discussing child content,
information exchange and disinformation prevention. The group
has grown significantly, and at the end of 2020 it already had
9,300 members.

In 2020, the number of website visitors increased by over 100%
and reached 437,008, compared to 211,098 in 2019, marking a
60% year-over-year increase. This shows a steady growth trend in
interest in the electronic channel. In the same period, there was a
77.17% increase in the number of displayed pages, which totalled
805,883, compared to 454,862 in 2019.
In line with some of our communication goals, i.e. a more active
interaction with parents, repositioning the children-parenting
narrative in our web channels, reasserting the concept of children
as right-holding individuals, promoting positive parenting
models and prevention of violence, we added a new section to
our website, For Parents. We also created original content for
this target group, including advisory materials, interviews with
experts, members and partners, translated materials and visual
stories.
Our Facebook page remains one of the most recognisable social
media channels with child-related content. In 2020, it featured

For more information, you can find us at
www.facebook.com/nmdbg
or subscribe to our weekly newsletter at
www.nmd.bg.
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HOUSE
OF CHILDREN
Five years ago, the National Network
for Children started to make
consistent efforts in pursuit
of one of our dreams, to build a

The House will be a shared
space where children,
young people, parents and
professionals will work for
happier and more confident,
active and prosperous
children. It will further
serve as a national training
and advocacy centre for
children’s rights and will
host the joint activities and
events of all of our nearly 140
member organisations.

The building site for the House is at the intersection
of Hristo Botev Blvd. and Sofroniy Vrachanski Str., at
the back of 46th Primary School Konstantin Fotinov.
24 | Annual Report 2020 | www.nmd.bg

The year 2019 marked another milestone in the creation of the
House of Children, as the National Network for Children launched
a tender procedure for the architectural design for its construction.
The contract was awarded to Ar. Andrey Andreev and Ar. Petya
Nikolova of Another studio, whose project won over the jury with
the serenity of its contemporary vision, harmoniously blending in
the surroundings.
In 2020, we continued working on the project. The contractors
completed the technical design, which was agreed with the
supervision and specific adjustments were made in line with their
remarks.
The next stage was the preparation of the working design, which
was also agreed and relevant adjustments were made before
submitting it to the construction supervision. Initial data from
the utility companies (water and sewerage, electricity supply,
road infrastructure etc.) were received and updated, and a
comprehensive compliance report for the design documentation
was drawn.

The design was submitted to the Architecture and Urban Planning
Directorate at Sofia Municipality, and the design team acted on the
remarks received by the coordinating authority.
The project technical consultant drew the terms of reference for
the construction and execution and the bill of quantities. The
design and budget documentation is still under preparation, which
will determine the size of the investment.
Thus, the House of Children project has moved one big step
forward, in expectation of the building permit.
In 2020, we hosted several working meetings to coordinate the
technical stages of the design; we also talked to potential partners
and sponsors. A special interactive fundraising platform for the
House of Children is currently being developed as part of the NNC’s
website.
You too can support the construction of the House of Children
HERE.

To support the construction of the House of Children, please visit our website www.nmd.bg
or the GlobalGiving platform.
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The National Network
for Children during
the COVID-19 pandemic
More than 600 children and young
people received their dream books
for Christmas thanks to the campaign
A Child Is Hoping for Magic. Be a
Magician, Gift the Child a Book!

We helped set up the Iris
Programme in support of families
affected by the pandemic crisis in
Bulgaria
The COVID-19 pandemic posed serious nationwide
challenges in the healthcare and economic sectors.
Overcoming the health crisis was one of the first tasks
during the state of emergency. The new health and
economic challenges put large groups of children and
their families in difficult situations and at high risk of
poverty. Together with the Bulgarian Donor’s Forum and
the Workshop for Civic Initiatives Foundation, we set up a
programme in support of families affected by the pandemic
to cover the basic needs and reduce the risk of separation
between children and families. With a financial resource of
BGN 620,000, the programme has supported thousands of
children and their families. We continue to look for ways to
support people in need.
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The campaign was part of the Sofia International Literary Festival
for Children and Young People and was supported by the National
Network for Children and Experian. The children’s wishes were
collected with the help of our members, who work every day to
support children and their families. More than 300 magicians took
part and managed to make the wishes of over 600 come true by
gifting them their dream books.

We set up an emergency fund in
support of destitute families and
professionals from the member
organisations of the National Network
for Children
At the end of 2020, we set up an emergency fund in support of
destitute children and families, staff and volunteers with whom
the NNC member organisations work daily. Thanks to the financial
support of Kahane Foundation, Switzerland, the available funding
reached BGN 70,000. In less than a month, together with our
member organisations, we managed to meet the most urgent
needs for food, medicaments, heating, PCR tests, masks and
protective equipment of over 100 professionals, 500 children and
300 families. The fund is dedicated to the loving memory of our
colleagues from the National Network for Children who lost the
battle with COVID-19 and will run until the end of April, as we
continue to look for ways and opportunities to support destitute
children and families.

Together with a group of supporters
and activists, we organised the
We’ll Make It Together campaign in
support of the most vulnerable
As an alliance and network of organisations working with and
for children and families, together with a group of like-minded
supporters and activists, we set up the We’ll Make It Together
campaign. For this initiative, we joined forces with the Bulgarian
Centre for Not-For-Profit Law and Mostove Community. The
campaign seeks to find ways to assist the most vulnerable and to
provide current information about what opportunities are available
to people in need and the civil sector during the pandemic. Its main
priorities are health, safety and mutual assistance.
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What was new
in the Network in 2020
NNC’s Legal Aid Network
The NNC’s Legal Aid Network was set up with the aim of
increasing the impact of the advocacy work of the NNC by
focusing on key, or as they are called strategic cases of children,
as well as to provide qualified legal assistance on cases
involving children.

The objectives of the Legal Aid Network are:
Improve the protection of children’s rights;
Advocate for improvement of the legal
framework for the protection of children’s
rights;
Enhance legal culture in the field of
children’s rights.
Structurally, the Legal Aid Network consists of an Advisory
Board, including established lawyers and legal professionals in
the field of children’s and human rights and the development of
civic institutions, a Coordinator and a Consultant. Last year, the
Network’s legal team provided a lot of free advice and started
the first strategic case.
If you are a legal professional who is interested in children’s
rights, you can apply for membership in the Network.
Information about the required documents and the procedure
can be found in the Legal Aid Network section on the NNC
website at: https://nmd.bg/campaigns/mrezha-za-pravnapomosht/opisanie/
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The Legal Aid Network issued a
number of opinions on its own
behalf and on behalf of the National
Network for Children
One of these was an opinion addressing the President, the
Chairperson of the National Assembly, the Prime Minister,
the Ombudsman and the members of parliament, in which
we expressed our strong concerns regarding the submission
of a Bill to amend the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act. The Bill
provides for the inclusion of Article 40a in the Act, according
to which each non-profit legal entity in public benefit must
declare the receipt of any foreign funding in excess of BGN
1,000 in a specially created register. We considered the Bill
contradictory to the Constitution, the national legislation and
EU law, and to the principles of democracy in general. We
referred to a recent ruling of the European Court of Justice
against Hungary, by virtue of which an act that was prepared
for a similar purpose was declared indirectly discriminatory
and contrary to Union law.

Conference on the Right of the Child to Protection from Violence
A two-day conference on the right of the child to protection
against violence, held in Zoom, was streamed live via our
Facebook page and shared via a page created specifically for
this purpose. The event took place on 26 and 27 November
2020, and was organised by the National Network for Children
and the Legal Aid Network. It brought together lawyers
and legal professionals from the country working on cases
with children with the goal of exchanging experience and
sharing views on the legislative changes required to make the
protection of children’s rights in Bulgaria truly effective.
Guest speakers at the conference were the national
Ombudsman Assoc. Prof. Dr. Diana Kovacheva and Dr. Eva
Zhecheva, Director of Rights of the Child Directorate at the
Ombudsman’s Office, Judge Verginia Micheva of Sofia City
Court, Ms. Lyubov Stoycheva, lawyer at the Department for
the Execution of Judgments of the ECtHR at the Council of

Europe, Lawyer Adela Katchaunova, Legal Programme Director
at the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, Attorney at Law Sofia
Razboynikova, member of the Board of the Bulgarian Lawyers
for Human Rights Foundation, and Ms. Deana Dimova, a
psychologist working with families and children in distress and
manager of Centre Dinamika Association. The event focused
on the national and European legal frameworks for the right of
the child to protection from violence and the ways for effective
protection of children’s rights.
More than 35 legal practitioners and professionals and
children’s rights experts took part in the conference in Zoom,
while more than 135 viewers were active during the streaming
event on Facebook. The video of the first day has been seen by
over 4,900 spectators, and that of the second – by over 2,800
spectators.

Individual membership in the
National Network for Children

Eight

For the 15th consecutive time we held the Annual Meeting
of the National Network for Children, which brought together
150 supporters, civil activists and organisations, public figures,
representatives of institutions and experts from all over the
country who have embraced the care for children in health,
education, justice and social services as their cause. At the
General Assembly, the member organisations made important
decisions concerning the Network’s development, one which
was that parents, professionals and active citizens who share
our values in the field of children’s rights can become members
of the organisational structure of the NNC.
Together with organisations, parents and active citizens, we
will work and advocate for Bulgarian children to become the
focus of all policy making. You too can join the Network and
contribute your experience and expertise by applying for
individual membership. More information can be found on
the NNC website at https://nmd.bg/tchlenove/individualnotchlenstvo/

new organisations joined the Network in 2020. They are based
in Sofia and Stara Zagora and work for better education, mental
health support, children from the Roma community, children living
apart from their families, combatting gender-based discrimination
and resolution of parental conflicts.
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The National Network
for Children outside Bulgaria
Eurochild

ChildPact

For yet another year, the National Network for Children was actively involved in the
joint work and management of the EU Eurochild network. We prepared a joint opinion
Care Reform in Bulgaria is Far from Over – Statement in Reaction to the DRI Report in
connection with the ongoing deinstitutionalisation in the country and more specifically
with the Disability Rights International report. We undertook joint advocacy work,
requesting that at least 5% of the funding of the European Social Fund+ (ESF+) be
earmarked for the European Child Guarantee and 7% of the funding available under the
Recovery Plan for Europe be earmarked for children.

The National Network for Children is one
of the founding organisations of the Black
Sea coalition for child protection ChildPact.
In 2018, the Network’s Executive Director
was elected chairman of the coalition.
Last year, we focused our joint efforts on
exchanging good practices and support to
tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.

ECPAT
For three years already the National
Network for Children has been part of
ECPAT International, a global network of
organisations working to end the sexual
exploitation and trafficking of children
around the world. In the Network
we share materials, resources and
opportunities to tackle child sexual abuse.

Partnering with the children’s networks of Georgia
and Armenia
In 2020, we continued to exchange good practices and share experience with the Georgia’s
Coalition for Children and Youth and the Armenian Child Protection Network under the
Raise up Children’s Voice project, which is financed by the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and aims to introduce the children’s networks of Georgia and Armenia to the good
practice Report Card on the Status of Children’s Rights.

30 | Annual Report 2020 | www.nmd.bg

Who were our donors
in 2020?
DONORS AND FRIENDS
We would like to extend our gratitude to:
Allianz Bulgaria, who in 2020 again took care of NNC’s compulsory
insurance against civil liability and the Motor Casco insurance.

Marieta Vasileva (Taralezh), who works on the design and preprint
of our main printed materials.

SUPERHOSTING.BG, who for yet another year continued to
support the management, development and maintenance of our
main communication channels.

The thousands of activists and supporters who did not give up the
fight against social media disinformation and continued to press for
the rights and well-being of children and support for their families.

Anna Rizova-Noykova (Design for Friends), who assists us with the
visual identity of our organisation.

All individual donors who supported the fundraising campaign
for the construction of the House of Children via the GlobalGiving
platform.

Our donors
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Financial report
Our last year’s activities include, among others, training, exchange of
experience and good practices in Bulgaria and abroad, successful campaigns,
child participation, and strategic planning.
The fulfilment of many of our commitments was only possible thanks to the
trust of our partners and financing organisations.

Statement of Profit and Loss (one-sided)

In BGN thousands

Note

2020

2019

1. Revenues

3

612

919

2. Expenses

4

(620)

(898)

Gross result		

(8)

21

(11)

(2)

(19)

19

3. Finance costs

5

Profit/(loss) from business activity

6

Net result		

CONDENSED BALANCE SHEET

In BGN thousands

ASSESTS
SECTIONS, GROUPS, ITEMS

LIABILITIES
Note

2020

2019

7

TOTAL SECTION B:

IV. Cash and cash equivalent
TOTAL SECTION В:

D. DEFERRED EXPENSES

TOTAL LIABILITIES
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2020

2019

612

528 VI. Reserves

100

119

612

528 TOTAL SECTION B:

100

119

16

28

13

21

3

7

843

904

less than 1 year

230

309

over 1 year

613

595

959

1 051

C. LIABILITIES, incl.:

C. CURRENT ASSESTS
II. Receivables

Note

А. EQUITY

B. NON-CURRENT ASSESTS
II. Tangible fixed assets

SECTIONS, GROUPS, ITEMS

9

16

244

less than 1 year

10

331

279

over 1 year

347

523

–

959

– D. FINANCING AND DEFERRED
INCOME

1 051 TOTAL LIABILITIES

11

12

NNC’s projects in 2020
Institutional support for implementation of the NNC Strategy
2015-2020; donor: OAK Foundation; duration: 48 months, until
June 2020
Institutional support for implementation of the NNC Strategy
2015-2020; donor: OAK Foundation; duration: 24 months, July
2020 – June 2022
U
 nion against violence against children in Bulgaria; donor: OAK
Foundation; Duration: 48 months, until December 2021

F ocus on children’s rights; donor: UNICEF Bulgaria; duration:
until June 2020
B
 uilding communities for respect of children’s rights; donor:
UNICEF Bulgaria; duration: 12 months, July 2020 – June 2021
P
 utting the Puzzle Together: Sustainability of Family-Oriented
Approach and Early Intervention in Bulgaria; donor: Open
Society Institute; duration: 13 months, until November 2020

E mergency fund for destitute families and professionals; donor:
Kahane Foundation, Switzerland; duration: 5 months, December
2020 – April 2021

Notes to the financial statements
All amounts in BGN thousand unless otherwise indicated

3. Revenues
2020
Income from donations
Membership fees

2019

591

900

21

19

612

919

The income includes income from conditional donations (BGN 586 000 for 2020 and BGN 900 000
for 2019), represent recognised income from projects under which the Association is a Beneficiary,
and which have been recognised in the year when the associated expenses have been incurred.

4. Expenses
The Association’s expenses are related to the core activity only.
Analysed by nature of expenses as follows:
2020
Cost of materials

2018

19

32

Hired services

288

456

Wages and salaries

245

305

46

61

9

10

Social security contributions
Depreciation costs
Other costs

13
620

34
898
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WHO ARE WE?
The National Network for Children is an alliance of 135 civic organisations and
supporters working with and for children and families all over the country. We believe
that all policies and practices directly or indirectly affecting children should be
designed, implemented and monitored in accordance with the principle of the best
interests of the child and with the active participation of children and young people.

Management Board
There are seven seats on the NNC Management Board, whose members are representatives of the Network’s member organisations
elected by the General Assembly. The Management Board supports, consults and monitors the work of the Secretariat and makes
decisions on issues of key significance to the Network outside the mandate of the General Assembly.

Rositsa Petrova
Chairman
Worldwide Orphans Bulgaria

Rositsa Sredkova
Association Initiative for
Development - Kardjali
decides

Ivan Ivanov
‘Agapedia’ Foundation

Antoaneta Ivanova
Association Spina Bifida
and Hydrocephalus - Bulgaria

Nikolay Nikolov
The Faithful Guardian
Association, Burgas

Tsvetelina Kaslovska
Chairman of the school
board at Hristo Botev
Primary School, Tarnava
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Gergana Efremova
Teach For Bulgaria
Foundation

As a network of organisations, we will continue to advocate for change that will
ensure better development conditions for children in Bulgaria and support for
parents in caring for their children, so that we can together advocate for children’s
rights.

Supervisory Board
The Supervisory Board performs inspections on the economic status of the Network at the end of
the financial year and monitoring throughout the whole year. It also verifies the compliance with the
rules and procedures of the organisation.

Кaloyan Damyanov
Supervisory Board Chairman
National Association of Special
Education Teachers

Secretariat
The Secretariat of the National Network for Children consists of 11
staff and 3 departments:
T he Children’s Policies Department plans and conducts the
Network’s advocacy activities in different areas of work with
children and families: education, health, social policy, justice, and
child and youth participation.
T he Administration and Finance Department is responsible
for the good financial and administrative management of the
organisation and for securing project funding in accordance with
the strategic plan of the NNC. It further provides methodological
and logistical support for the successful implementation of all
projects and programmes of the organisation.

Yana Aleksieva
Parents Association

Nikoleta Gabrovska
Single Step Foundation

135 civic organisations from all over
the country
The 135 member organisations of the National Network for
Children bring together some of the best Bulgarian experts
working in the field of education, health, social services, justice,
development of youth activities, support for disadvantaged
families, parents and children.
Each day, we face different challenges, fight for our causes and
stand by our positions. In numerical terms, this means that every
year nearly 10,000 professionals support more than 140,000
children and 60,000 families.

T he Communications and Campaigns Department works for
raising public awareness of children’s rights, promoting the
public visibility of the NNC as an organisation with the necessary
expertise in the field of policies for children and families. It also
prepares and holds fundraising campaigns in support of specific
projects and initiatives of the organisation.
A
 ll of our team members are committed to and work for the
development of the Network and the implementation of its
strategic goals. In the course of 2020, the Secretariat provided
advice and support for over 50 individual cases.
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Why do we do it?
“We are happy that as a member
of the NNC, we are part of a
community that works actively to
protect children’s rights. We joined
the Network because we consider
it our responsibility to support the
mission that brings together all
NNC member organisations, i.e.
to provide opportunities for the
successful development and selffulfilment of children and young
people in Bulgaria. This partnership
allows us to scale up our initiatives in
support of parents and professionals
working with children. We believe
that our future joint work will give
us more opportunities for effective
collaborations in the field of child
development and career guidance
for young people.”
Denitsa Drumeva, Hestia Foundation

“For us, the National Network for
Children is a union of like-minded
people sharing the same values
and enjoying the same support for
changes to children’s policies. It is
a network that gives us a feeling of
sharing, support, change and not
being alone.”
Narine Bankova, Our Children’s Joy Foundation

“The NNC is a community of
professionals helping children
and families in some of their
most difficult moments. For us,
the team of PULSE Foundation,
the NNC is a special place – a
haven in critical times, a source
of inspiration and confidence that
together we are making Bulgaria
a better place for our children.
The NNC is more than just an
organisation. It is a community of
dedicated enthusiasts in the name
of children’s rights.”
Julia Andonova, PULSE Foundation

“Our membership in the NNC is
an important part of the sense of
a community of supporters and
kind-hearted people dedicated
to their mission. In a world that is
increasingly divided and taken
apart, the NNC networking is our
way of connecting with significant
people who have the courage to
pursue that significance.”
Julia Radanova, Institute for Mediation
and Conflict Management IMEUS

“For me, the Megaphone programme
is an opportunity to pass on what
I’ve learned. Taking part in the
programme, I can learn and meet
unique people, and what I’ve
learned I can share with the new
wave of talented and super cool
Megaphoners.”

“Megaphone not only helped me
to grow as a person and learn to
express my opinion, but also to
find myself. For me, it’s important to
express my opinion because every
opinion counts! In the Megaphone
Youth Network, we are all united
and we all matter to each other.”

Milena, participant in the Megaphone Programme

Edis, participant in the Megaphone Programme
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NETWORK MEMBERS 2020
Association Largo – Kyustendil

Health and Social Development
Foundation (HESED)
Lovech Region
BNC ‘Together for the Children’
‘Knowledge’ Association – Lovech Social Activities and Practices
Institute
Pazardjik Region
Foundation ‘Hope for the Little
‘Future’ Foundation – Rakitovo
Ones’
‘Juleviya Dom’ Foundation —
‘Partners – Bulgaria’ Foundation
Lesichevo
‘Friends 2006’ Foundation
KUZMANOV Foundation –
Association
Zvanitchevo
‘Human Rights’ Project
Crime Prevention Fund IGA –
‘Applied Research and
Varna Region
Pazardzhik
Communications’ Foundation
‘Gavroche’ Association – Varna
‘Social Practices in the Community’ ‘Cedar’ Foundation
‘Karin Dom’ Foundation – Varna
Foundation – Pazardzhik
SOS Children’s Villages – Bulgaria
‘Vassilitsa’ Association
‘Step by Step’ Foundation – Sofia
Agency for Social Development
Pernik Region
Social Theatre Formation ‘Flower’
‘Vision’ – Varna
Association for Pedagogical and
‘Joy for Our Children’ Foundation – ‘PULSE’ Foundation – Pernik
social help for children – FICE
Varna
Pleven Region
Bulgaria
Social Association ‘St. Andrei’Pleven Public Fund ‘Chitalishta’ –
Worldwide Orphans Foundation
Varna
Pleven
Bulgaria
Family Centre Maria – Varna
‘Centre Nadya’ Foundation
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus
Plovdiv Region
Association for Shared Learning
Association – Varna
Foundation YES Plovdiv
ELA
‘Sauchastie’ Association – Varna
Centre for Psychosocial Support
Life with Down Syndrome – Varna National Alliance for Volunteer
Action – Plovdiv
Habitat for Humanity Bulgaria
Nyama Nevazmozhni Neshta
One Heart Foundation – Plovdiv
‘Evrika’ Foundation
Association – Varna
‘Agapedia – Bulgaria’ Foundation
Family Zone Foundation – Varna
Razgrad Region
Reachout.BG
‘IDEA’ Association — Varna
Janeta’ Association – Razgrad
‘Teach for Bulgaria’ Foundation
National Association of Resource
Veliko Tarnovo Region ‘Phoenix’ Association – Razgrad
Teachers
‘International Social Service’
Ruse Region
ECIP Foundation
Foundation – Veliko Tarnovo
Open Society Club – Ruse Centre
Single Step’ Foundation
‘Youth Tolerance’ Association –
‘Bulgarian-Romanian Transborder Ethnic Minorities Health Problems
Gorna Oriahovitsa
Mediation Institute’ (BRTMI)
Foundation
Association – Ruse
Association for Progressive and
Vidin Region
‘Equilibrium’ Association – Ruse
Open Communication
Association ‘Organization Drom’
Dynamica Centre — Ruse
Bulgarian Helsinki Committee
Bulgarian Paediatric Association
Vratsa Region
Silistra Region
National Network of Health
‘First of June’ Association – Byala
‘Ekaterina Karavelova’ Women’s
Mediators
Slatina
Association – Silistra
Alliance of Bulgarian Midwives
‘Science and Technology Centre’
‘Concordia Bulgaria’ Foundation
Association – Vratsa
‘Tsvetan Tsanov’ Foundation
‘New Way’ Association – Hayredin Smolyan Region
‘The Duke of Edinburgh’s
School Board of Trustees of ‘Hristo ‘Future Now 2006’ Community
Cultural Centre (Chitalishte)
International Award – Bulgaria’
Botev’ School – Tarnava
Foundation
Sliven Region
Association for Bulgarian family
Gabrovo Region
‘The Health of Romany People’
values, traditions and culture
СYMCA Gabrovo Association
‘Bulgarche’
‘Social Dialogue 2001’ Association Foundation – Sliven
‘Doctors of the World’ Foundation ‘Maternal and Child Health’
– Gabrovo
– Bulgarian Branch – Sliven
Foundation
Dobrich Region
‘Children’s Books’ Association
Sofia City Region
‘Helping Hand’ Foundation –
National Centre for Social and
‘Parents’ Association
Dobrich
Emotional Development
Bulgarian Association of Adopted
M&M Physio Foundation
Children and Adoptive Parents
Kardjali Region
‘Blagotvoritel’ Foundation
Bulgarian Family Planning and
Association ‘Initiative for
‘Re-Act’ Association
Development – Kardzhali Decides’ Sexual Health Association
Association ‘Bulgarian
Bulgarian Training Centre
– Kardzhali
Psychoanalytic Space’
‘Child and Space’ Association
Institute for Progressive Education
‘Children and Adolescents’
Kyustendil Region
‘Single Step’ Foundation
Parental Boards of Trustees of
Association
Foundation for Access to Rights
Kindergarten ‘Kalina’ – Doupnitsa ‘For our Children’ Foundation
(FAR)

Burgas Region

‘The Faithful Steward’
Association – Burgas ‘
Demetra’ Association – Burgas
‘Regional Roma Alliance’
Association – Burgas
‘Roosters’ Association
‘Smile’ Association – Burgas
Together for a Better Future –
Sredetz

Reach for Change Foundation
‘Zographche’ Centre
‘Dechitsa’ Foundation
School Board of Trustees
at ‘Benito Juárez’ School —
‘Nadezhda’
Law and Internet Foundation
Our Premature Children
Foundation
‘Listen Up’ Foundation
National Foster Care Association
‘Mam and Dad’s Diary’
Foundation
‘ASSIST — Assistive Technologies’
Foundation
Association of Bulgarian Coeliacs –
‘Gluten-Free Life’
Association ‘Mediation and
Dispute Management Institute’
(IMEUS)
Three Foundation
Association of Parents of Children
with Kidney Problems
National Scouts Organisation of
Bulgaria
Will for Life Foundation
Hestia Foundation
Experience Learning Center
Association

Sofia Region
‘Towards a Better Life’ Association
– Chelopech

Stara Zagora Region
‘Future for Children’ AssociationKazanlak
Chitalishte ‘Vazrodena Iskra’ –
Kazanlak
‘Samaritans’ Association – Stara
Zagora
‘World without Boundaries’
Association – Stara Zagora
Foundation Mission Wings – Stara
Zagora

Targovishte Region

‘Academica 245’ Association –
Antonovo
‘Naya’ Association – Targovishte
Club of NGOs – Targovishte

Haskovo Region
‘Opportunity for Protection’
Association – Haskovo

Shumen Region
Association of Roma Women
‘Hayatchi’ – Novi Pazar
Roma Spark Foundation

Yambol Region
Municipal School Board of
Trustees – Boliarovo
Chitalishte ‘Umenie 2003’ –
Yambol
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