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Overview 

 

• The region, UNICEF’s role & partnerships 

• Making EU policies work for children 

• Cooperation with child rights organisations 

 

 

 



A diverse region … 



with different status and ambitions … 

• EU Member States - Croatia, Bulgaria, Romania 

• Accession countries  

• Eastern Neighbourhood countries  

with/without ambitions for political association and 

economic integration 

• Central Asian countries  

• Russian Federation 

 



but similar challenges … 



ambitious reform programmes … 



and plenty of potential !  



UNICEF’s role         

Addressing the unfinished child rights agenda:  

• act as a strong voice for children and adolescents  

• gather data and analyse barriers to realising rights  

• assist governments to implement norms & standards  

• advocate for policies based on effective models of 

services   

• strengthen national and local capacities 

• promote exchange of knowledge and cooperation   

• involve children and adolescents in decision-making 

 



In Partnership with  

• Governments, regional and local authorities 

• Independent Human Rights Monitoring Bodies 

• Civil Society Organisations 

• European Union  

• Council of Europe 

• International Organisations 

• Private Sector 

 



Making  

EU policies  

work for children 



EU Member States – Investing in Children 

Key policies 

• Europe 2020 Strategy 

• Social Investment Package and Investing in Children 

Recommendation (2013) 

• EU Framework for National Roma Integration 

Strategies 

• New: EU Structural Funds Regulations (2014-2020) – 

“transition from institutional to community-based care”. 

Key funding programme 

• European Social Fund (€80 billion, at least 20% in each 

MS to be used for social inclusion)  

 

 



EU Member States  

Key leveraging opportunities 

• European Semester (EU 2020 Monitoring) – Provide 

input to and use Country Specific Recommendations 

• Contribute to monitoring the use of EU funds – in 

particular on deinstitutionalisation and Roma children  

• Support implementation of the Investing in Children 

Recommendation  

• Advocate for mainstreaming child rights in EU policies 

vis-à-vis European Institutions 

 



EU accession: A window of opportunity  



Accession countries – Fundamentals first  

Key EU policies 

• Copenhagen Criteria (Council Conclusions 1993) 

– Political Criteria: stability of institutions, democracy, rule of law, 

human rights, protection of minorities 

– Legal Criteria: EU Acquis - 35 chapters, in particular 23, 24, 19 

EU Acquis on Children:  

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-

rights/files/eu_acquis_2013_en.pdf 

• EU Enlargement Strategies (2012-2014, 2013-2014) 

Key EU funding programmes 

• Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA-II)  

2014 -2020 (€ 11.7 billion)  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/files/eu_acquis_2013_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/files/eu_acquis_2013_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/files/eu_acquis_2013_en.pdf


Accession countries 

Key leveraging opportunities  

• EU Progress Report: Provide input and advocate for 

child rights as yardstick of progress – key themes: CRC 

implementation, justice, human rights, minorities, DI 

• Accession Process:  

– Advocate for ‘mainstreaming’ child rights throughout 

the accession process  

– Engage governments on Employment and Social 

Reform Programmes  –  EU 2020 key objectives 

• IPA-II: Advocate for more ‘investments in children’  

• Engage European Institutions, media and non child-

focused CSOs on child rights  



Eastern Neigbourhood – common values 

Key EU policies 

• Joint Declaration Eastern Partnership Summit (2013)  

• EU Strategy Papers for ENP East 

• ENP Action Plans/Association Agendas  
 

Key EU funding programmes 

• European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) 2014-2020 

(€ 15.4 billion) 

• European Instrument for Democracy and Human 

Rights (EIDHR), Instrument for Stability (IfS) 

 



Eastern Neigbourhood 

Key leveraging opportunities 

• EU Progress Report: Provide input and advocate for 

child rights as yardstick for progress - Key themes: CRC 

implementation, justice, human rights, minorities, poverty  

• ENI 2014-2020:  Advocate for ‘investments in children’  

• Association Agreements: Child Rights Chapter (Moldova 

model) – advocate for including child rights chapters in 

other Agreements and Agendas 

• Human Rights Dialogue: Advocate for child rights to be at 

the heart of EU-GOV dialogue  

 



Operationalising child rights commitments 

The EU-UNICEF Child Rights Toolkit:  
to integrate a child rights approach throughout EU programming, 

budgeting, policy-making and law making 
http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit/ 

http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit/
http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit/
http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit/


EU-UNICEF Child Rights Toolkit   



Joining forces 
Cooperation with  

Child Rights Organisations  



Joining forces: National & Regional level 

• Bulgaria: long-standing cooperation with Bulgarian 

Network for Children - on child rights monitoring, 

advocacy and communication with stakeholders 

• Montenegro: ‘It’s about ability’  campaign and 

coalition for social change – strengthened public 

support for inclusion of children with disabilities 

• Moldova: close cooperation with Moldovan Alliance in 

Social Protection of Children & Family – on child rights 

monitoring, child-friendly policy-making, advocacy 

• Western Balkans & Turkey: EU-UNICEF-CSO 

cooperation on Violence against Children – data, 

intersectoral cooperation, public support  

 



Joining forces: focus EU and beyond 

European Expert Group on Transition from 

Institutional to Community-base Care (EEG) 

• Advocated for important changes to EU Structural 

Funds Regulations 2014-2020 –  EU funds not to 

perpetuate institutions  

• Guidelines and Toolkit available in many translations  

http://deinstitutionalisationguide.eu 

 

 

http://deinstitutionalisationguide.eu/


Joining forces: focus European Parliament 

Child Rights Manifesto   

written by a coalition of 14  

International and European 

child rights organisations 

 



Joining forces: focus EU institutions 

Future EU Child Rights 

Strategy & Priority Actions  
 

‘Targeted action designed to 

protect the most vulnerable and 

marginalized children needs to be 

embedded in a comprehensive, 

integrated and forward-looking 

child rights strategy’ 

 





For more information, please contact: 
 

Michaela Bauer 

Partnerships Manager  

UNICEF Regional Office for Central and Eastern Europe  

and the Commonwealth of Independent States 

@ UNICEF Brussels Office 

Rue Montoyer 14, 1000 Brussels, Belgium  

mbauer@unicef.org 
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