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NETWORK MEMBERS
ABOUT THE NNC

Blagoevgrad Region
Association ‘Community Council
on Education’ – Gotse Delchev

Lovech Region
‘Ecomission 21st Century’
Association – Lovech

The NaƟonal Network for Children (NNC) is an
alliance of 122 organisaƟons from the whole country,
working with children and families in four main
domains: health, educaƟon, family, and child and
juvenile jusƟce.

Burgas Region
‘The Faithful Steward’Association
– Burgas
‘Demetra’ Association – Burgas
Integra Bulgaria
‘Regional Roma Alliance’
Association – Burgas
‘Smile’ Association – Burgas

Montana Region
Community Council on
Education – Berkovica
Sham Foundation – Montana

OUR MISSION

Varna Region
Association of Parents of
Children with Dyslexia – Varna
‘Gavroche’ Association – Varna
‘Eurointegration’ Association
– Varna
‘Karin Dom’ Foundation – Varna
‘MIG – Kraimorie’ AssociationBeloslav
Agency for Social Development
‘Vision’ – Varna
‘Joy for Our Children’ Foundation
– Varna
Social Association ‘St. Andrei‘ –
Varna
‘Sauchastie’ Association – Varna
‘Colourful Future’ Association –
Varna

Our mission is to strengthen and facilitate
the cooperaƟon between the NGOs and
all the interested parƟes in order to guarantee
the rights and welfare of children.
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Veliko Tarnovo Region
Centre for Interethnic Dialogue
and Tolerance AMALIPE – Veliko
Tarnovo
Vratsa Region
‘First of June’ Association –
Byala Slatina
‘Science and Technology Centre’
Association – Vratsa
‘New Way’ Association –
Hayredin
School Board of Trustees of
‘Hristo Botev’ School – Tarnava
Gabrovo Region
‘Social Dialogue 2001’
Association – Gabrovo
Dobrich Region
YMCA Association – Dobrich
‘Helping Hand’ Foundation –
Dobrich

CHILD AND
JUVENILE
JUSTICE

Kardzhali Region
Association ‘Initiative for
Development – Kardzhali
Decides’ – Kardzhali
Kyustendil Region
Parental Boards of Trustees of
Kindergarten ‘Kalina’ – Doupnitsa

Pazardjik Region
‘Future’ Foundation – Rakitovo
Crime Prevention Fund IGA –
Pazardzhik
‘Social Practices in the
Community’ FoundationPazardzhik
‘Development’ Association –
Rakitovo
Pernik Region
‘PULSE’ Foundation – Pernik
‘White Swallow’ Association –
Tran
Pleven Region
Pleven Public Fund ‘Chitalishta’ –
Pleven
Plovdiv Region
‘Big Brother, Big Sister’
Association – Plovdiv
National Alliance for Volunteer
Action – Plovdiv
Razgrad Region
‘Janeta’ Association – Razgrad
‘Integro’ Association – Razgrad
Youth Forum 2001 – Razgrad
Ruse Region
BRTMI Association – Ruse
‘Equilibrium’ Association – Ruse
‘Caritas-Ruse’ Foundation – Ruse
Open Society Club – Ruse
Centre Dynamica Association –
Ruse
Silistra Region
‘Ekaterina Karavelova’ Women’s
AssociaƟon – Silistra – Silistra
‘Hope for a Good Future’
AssociaƟon – Silistra
Sliven Region
Society for the support of
children and adults with mental,
physical and sensory disabilities
‘St. Stiliyan Child Protector’Sliven
‘The Health of Romany People’
Foundation – Sliven
IRA Foundation – Sliven
‘Roma Academy for Culture and
Education’ Association – Sliven

Sofia City Region
‘Agapedia – Bulgaria’ Foundation
Alliance of Bulgarian Midwives
‘Alpha Club – to Survive’
Association
Association for Early Childhood
Development
Association of Mental Health
Professionals in Kindergartens
and Schools in the Republic of
Bulgaria
‘Parents’ Association
Bulgarian Association of
Adopted Children and Adoptive
Parents
Bulgarian Family Planning and
Sexual Health Association
Bulgarian Pediatric Association
Bulgarian Helsinki Committee
‘Bulgarian Child’ Foundation
BNC ‘Together for the Children’
Bulgarian Training Centre
‘Child and Space’ Association
‘Children and Adolescents’
Association
‘EVRIKA’ Foundation
ECIP Foundation
“Teach for Bulgaria” Foundation
‘For our Children’ Foundation
‘Health and Social Development’
Foundation
Ethnic Minorities Health
Problems Foundation
Parents’ Initiative Committee
Social Activities and Practices
Institute
‘Concordia Bulgaria’ Foundation
International Legal Advice Centre
Arete Youth Foundation
National Foster Care Association
National Network of Health
Mediators
Foundation ‘Hope for the Little
Ones’
National scout organisation of
Bulgaria
National School Eco-Parliament
‘Society for All’ Association
‘Paideia’ Foundation
‘Partners – Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Human Rights’ Project
‘Applied Research and
Communications’ Found
‘Friends 2006’ Foundation
Reachout.BG Association
Association for Progressive
and Open Communication –
Sofia
‘Cedar’ Foundation
‘Step for Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Step by Step’ Foundation

Theatre “Tsvete”
‘Freerun Bulgaria’ Association
FICE Bulgaria
Worldwide Foundation for
Vulnerable Children
‘Centre Nadya’ Foundation
Centre for Inclusive Education
Centre for Psychosocial Support
Amici dei Bambini Foundation –
Sofia
Habitat for Humanity
Outward Bound Bulgaria
SOS Kinderdorf – Bulgaria
Sofia Region
‘Towards a Better Life’
Association – Chelopech
‘Choice for Tomorrow’
Association, Botevgrad
Stara Zagora Region
‘Future for Children with
Disabilities’ Association –
Kazanlak
Chitalishte ‘Vazrodena Iskra’ –
Kazanlak
‘Clovers’ Association – Chirpan
National Association of Resource
Teachers – Stara Zagora
Friends 2011’ Association –
Chirpan
‘Samaritans’ Association – Stara
Zagora
‘World without Boundaries’
Association – Stara Zagora
Targovishte Region
‘Naya’ Association – Targovishte
Club of NGOs – Targovishte
Haskovo Region
Association of Community
Centres – Dimitrovgrad
‘Children and Families’
Association – Haskovo
‘Give a Smile’ Foundation –
Dimitrovgrad
Shumen Region
‘SOS Women and Children
survived violence’ Association –
Novi Pazar
Association of Roma Women
‘Hayatchi’ – Novi Pazar
Yambol Region
‘People with Athma’
Foundation – Yambol
Municipal School Board of
Trustees – Boliarovo

Dear colleagues and friends,
Our overall balance for 2013 showed that it was a year full of challenges faced by the cause for
better life of children in our country, as well as by us as a network of civil organisations working
for children and families.
In the past year we continued our united efforts to make the child welfare a priority in every
sphere of life and we do believe that someday it will become a fact. As a network of civil society
organisations we advocated for the opportunity the citizens to be able to participate in making
the decisions that affect them, so that the civil service would service the citizens, and not vice
versa. And most importantly – we will continue to insist that despite the political crisis, working
for the cause of children must be a top priority for all government institutions, local authorities,
businesses, civic organisations and individuals.
In the past year we at the National Network for Children:
• Insisted for the development of an independent family policy with a clear objective, measures and activities, which would
envisage specific commitments in various sectors.
• Studied what parents think about the right of opinion, the right to protection from corporal punishment and the right to
protection by the state;
• Continued to reiterate on the importance of the way in which the closure of children’s homes in our country is performed;
• Worked also for the educational reform and developed a Vision for Education;
• Tried to remind that children‘s rights apply to all children, no matter whether they were born in Bulgaria or are refugee
children.
And in 2014 we will continue to work together, united by the cause to make life of children better!

Vesela Banova
‘Child and Space’,
President of the NNC Management Board

Dear colleagues and friends,
2013 was a turbulent year. A year, when we experienced three governments, two parliaments,
ongoing protests and counter-protests.
In this complex political environment to guarantee the rights and welfare of children was a
serious challenge for our entire society and country. More than half of the children in the
country live at risk of poverty and social exclusion, maternal and child health are not a priority
for the health care system and we rank last in reading literacy of students aged 15-16 in the EU.
At the same time, last year has shown us that a new generation of children and young people is
coming. Generation full of energy, enthusiasm, fighting spirit and determination to live a normal
and dignified life. Children and young people stated their opinion on a number of issues, and
argued it strongly and with proper justification.
The National Network for Children believes and will continue to advocate that the key sectoral
policies require major reforms in which children and young people must play an active role!
For this to happen it is necessary to unite the efforts of the entire society so that all Bulgarian children could have a family and
safe home, access to health care, quality education and hope for the future.
Only together and with faith, perseverance and consistency we can place the issues of child welfare and support for the parents in
the focus of the work of politicians and public administration.

George Bogdanov
Executive Director,
National Network for Children
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THE YEAR
FOR THE NETWORK

122

15 new

organisations organisations

At the end of 2013 the
member organisa ons of
the Na onal Network for
Children were 122.

Fi een new NGOs joined
the Na onal Network for
Children in 2013.

Further informa on about
them you can find on
www.nmd.bg
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40

30 good
practices

In 2013 the Na onal
Network for Children
provided consulta on
to 40 organisa ons on
various issues related to
their work for children and
families.

In 2013 we have
disseminated 30 good
prac ces of our member
organisa ons.

consultations

4 main

areas

There are four main
areas of influence
that cover also
the NNC thema c
working groups –
Family, Health,
Educa on and
Juvenile Jus ce.

80 940
The organisa ons
working in the
Network have
reached more than
80,940 children and
over 7,331 families
in one year.

Over
1 600

2 242

More than 1,600
people work
in the member
organisa ons of the
Na onal Network
for Children.

More than 2,200
people were
volunteers in
the member
organisa ons of
the Network.

5 584
Nearly 6,000
professionals have
been trained in
the NNC member
organisa ons.
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THE YEAR
IN POLICIES

Art. 3

Conven on on the Rights of
the Child (publica on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

‘All organisa ons related to children
should work for the best interest
of each child.’

FOR THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN BULGARIA

Average

3 200

Average 3 is the score
that the government got
in ‘Report Card 2013:
What is the average
score of the government
for childcare?’
The results of the
evaluation in 2013
were even lower than
in 2012. They showed
the urgent need for
measures in the complex
policy area for family
support, education and
health. The results were
presented to the media
in April, and to the
representatives of the
competent government
authorities at a special
meeting in the Council of
Ministers.

200 organisations
opposed the transfer
of the State Agency for
Child Protection and
prevented it.
The NNC reacted
strongly to the proposed
transfer of the SACP to
the Ministry of Youth
and Sports. Nearly 200
organisations insisted
for the establishment
of an independent
body to monitor what is
happening to children
and families in our
country. As a result of
the active campaign the
State Agency for Child
Protection preserved
its status as an agency
under the Council of
Ministers.
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61%
More than half of
Bulgarian parents (61%)
claimed that they would
not spank their child,
while the rest 39% were
in favour of spanking as
a disciplinary approach.
These were the results of
a survey on ‘Attitudes of
parents and young people
to three of the children’s
rights’ commissioned by
the NNC to ESTAT Agency.
94% believe that they
should encourage their
child to express his/her
opinion. The intervention
of the state in cases
related to children‘s
right to protection from
corporal punishment was
approved by 58% of the
respondents. 80-85% of
the respondents stated
clearly that they are ready
to report in case they
witness a child abuse.
Over 80%, however, were
adamant that attempts
to intervene in family
disputes would bring
nothing but trouble.

Over

80

The NNC participation
contributed for over
80 changes for more
efficient development
of the operational
programs for the
new programming
period 2014-2020.
Representatives of our
member organisations
contributed to the
development of the
Partnership Agreement,
the Human Resources
Development OP
(HRDOP), the Good
Governance OP and the
Science and Education
for Smart Growth OP,
so that they could
provide greater number
of opportunities for
supporting the work for
children and families in
the country.

100

Family
Policy

We were very active
in the work for better
policies for children and
families in the country
– in 2013 we sent
more than 22 official
positions and opinions
on key issues related
to children; we sent
more than 100 letters;
participated in the work
of 11 working groups in a
number of ministries and
agencies with specific
proposals in the different
areas of children‘s lives.

We con nued to insist
on the development of
an independent family
policy. The Na onal
Network for Children
issued an opinion
concerning the Law on
Family Allowances for
Children, which once
again emphasized on
the need for a comprehensive policy rather
than making changes
piece by piece.

Child
Refugees
We raised the issue of
the way in which the
child refugees live. The
position of the National
Network for Children
on the situation of
children of refugees and
immigrants emphasized
on the urgent need
for a clear policy and
coordinated activities
by the state. We
initiated a meeting of
the National Council for
Child Protection which
discussed the creation
of a coordination
mechanism and the
actions required to
improve the situation.
We coordinated the
collection and provision
of aid to the destitute
refugees in Harmanli,
likes diapers, sanitary
materials, formulas,
purees, clothes and
others.

The Progress Protection
Programme
of Bulgaria
We contributed to the
interim evalua on report
on Bulgaria’s progress
in observing the human
rights as part of the Universal Periodic Review,
a new mechanism of
the UN Human Rights
Council.

We submitted proposals
for the development of
the National Programme
for Child Protection, and
insisted on adequate
actions within the
process of closing
children’s homes, on
promoting measures to
address poor housing
conditions and the need
for adequate housing
policy, on strengthening
the capacity of ASA with
additional personnel,
training, finance and
material resources, and
others.

Priority
We sent a Statement
to all political parties
which underlined the
need for placing the
children as a priority in
the government policy.
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2013 did not bring any major changes for be er policies
for children and families. There is s ll no independent
body to monitor the observance of children’s rights.
Child poverty in the country con nues to be the highest
in the EU. In 2013 were adopted some important strategic
documents that are expected to contribute to the welfare
of children, such as the Na onal Health Strategy
2014-2020, the Strategy for Lifelong Learning. The
Na onal Network for Children con nued its eﬀorts to
place children and families as a priority in the government
policy.

REPORT
CARD 2013:
2013:
БЕЛЕЖНИК
WHAT
IS THE AVERAGE
КАКЪВ
Е СРЕДНИЯТ
УСПЕХ
GOVERNMENT
SCORE
НА ДЪРЖАВАТА
FOR CHILDCARE?
В ГРИЖАТА
ЗА ДЕЦАТА?

In mid-April 2013 the Na onal Network for Children presented to
journalists, poli cians and experts from NGOs the second issue of the
Report Card – ‘Report Card 2013: What is the average government score
for childcare?’. This is an independent review, which shows the degree
of implementa on of the commitments undertaken by the government
related to policies for children and families. The report gave the following
marks to the government:

Childcare Policy

Grade

General principles of the Conven on
on the Rights of the Child

Average 2.71

REPORT CARD
2013

Family environment and alterna ve care

Average 2.93

Healthcare

Poor 2.38

Educa on

Average 3.00

What is the average government score for childcare?

Juvenile jus ce

Average 3.44

‘Report Card 2013: What is the average government score
for childcare?’ is the annual report of the Na onal Network
for Children on the progress of government ins tu ons in
implemen ng their own commitments to the children of Bulgaria.
The selec on of themes and commitments is based on a detailed
review of all na onal strategies, plans and programs aﬀec ng the
policies or measures related to children. The commitments are split
into five main areas: General principles of the UN Conven on on
the Rights of the Child, Family environment and alterna ve care,
Educa on, Healthcare and Juvenile jus ce.
In 2013 was made a review of the progress in the implementa on
of 40 separate commitments. In the calendar year 2012, the score
for the implementa on of selected government commitments in
the policy areas for children and families in Bulgaria was 2.90 –
even lower than that in 2011. Highest (average 3.44) is the score in
‘Juvenile jus ce’, which is mostly due to the work performed in 2012
for developing an ac on plan and metable for the implementa on
of the Concept for Juvenile Jus ce Reform. Second scored the
‘Educa on’ area with reported improvements in the coverage and
work on new state educa onal standards for general and specialised
educa on. In the area ‘Family environment and alterna ve care’
with higher than average 3 scored the development of foster care
and adop on, and ‘Healthcare’ remained with lowest scores, with
the only reported improvement in the reduced indicators for infant
mortality. The most acute problems indicated in the report relate to
child mental health, inclusive educa on and child discrimina on.
These scores show the urgent need for measures in the complex
policy area for family support, educa on and health. The results
were presented to the media in April, and to the representa ves of
the competent government authori es at a special mee ng in the
Council of Ministers.
Besides monitoring how these commitments are fulfilled, the
Report Card provided recommenda ons for specific measures
that could improve the lives of children in our country. Part of the
recommenda ons relate to the required immediate ac ons.
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Na onal Network for Children
ʻ̶̶̨̛̦̣̦̥̬̖̙̖̯̌̌̌̌̌̔̌̌̚

The main 13 recommenda ons outlined in the Report
Card which would lead to improving the life and welfare of
Bulgarian children are the following:
1. Ombudsman for the child to ensure that the rights of children are
observed;

2. Suﬃcient number of diﬀerent forms of childcare and support for the
parents;

3. Standards for preven on of abandonment of babies;
4. Increasing the number of social workers and improving the quality of
social work;

5. Elimina

ng the op on for dis-adop on and the prac ce of ‘secret of
adop on’;

6. Improving the work related to de-ins

tu onalisa on and foster care

services;

7. Establishing maternal and child health centres in all regions;
8. Development of a network for mental healthcare and support for
children and young people in the whole the country;

9. Taking urgent measures to reduce infant mortality in the regions with
the highest indicators;

10. Modernising the Bulgarian school by means of a new law on
educa on;

11. Building specialised facili

es for interviewing children based on

specific standards;

12. Development of services for children with behavioural problems;
13. Introduc on of a register of sex oﬀenders against children.
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Art. 9

THEMATIC AREA:

Conven on on the Rights of
the Child (publica on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

FAMILY
In the past year our main focus con nued to be the way in which the
deins tu onalisa on process has been implemented in our country – closure
of children’s homes, preven on of abandonment and support for families,
provision of alterna ve care and support for care leavers.

We joined eﬀorts with
many organisa ons to
monitor and oﬀer specific ac ons to guarantee
that the complex process
of deins tu onalisa on
in Bulgaria is happening in the best interest
of the child – we joined
the Coali on ‘Childhood
2025’ which unites 17
non-governmental
organisa ons and
individuals.
The aim of the Coali on
is to obtain assurance for
sustainable development
of the deins tu onalisaon, regardless of poli cal changes, with top
priority – development
of individual communitybased care for each
child par cipa ng in
the process. Together
with the Coali on we
take part in a number
of advocacy ac vi es to
improve the quality of
care for children and to
improve the management and coordina on of
the deins tu onalisa on
process.

As a partner in the
Eurochild and ‘Hope
and Homes for Children’
campaign ‘Opening
Doors for Europe’s
Children’ the Na onal
Network for Children
had the opportunity
to present the current
problems in the
closure of children‘s
homes in Bulgaria to
the competent EC
oﬃcials. The campaign
aims to demonstrate
the strengths and
weaknesses of using
of EU funds for that
process, thereby
encouraging the use
of funds in the best
possible way in the
diﬀerent countries in
Europe.
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Together with the
Coali on and the
Na onal Associa on
of Municipali es in the
Republic of Bulgaria we
urged for the adop on
of amendments to the
Guidelines for Applicants
for the ‘Childhood for
All’ Project, which would
allow for more flexibility
in order to ensure the
quality of the childcare;
as well as for a change
in the methodology for
calcula ng the costs
of the Family-type
Placement Centres in
order to achieve more
adequate care for the
children placed in there.
At the end of the year
some of the guidelines
were changed, but the
standard for the costs
remained unchanged.

We have contributed
to the third monitoring
report on the
implementa on of
the Ac on Plan for
Deins tu onalisa on
covering the period
July 2012 – June
2013. The Chapter
‘Interac on with NGOs
to support the process
of deins tu onalisa on’
contains a detailed
text about input of the
NNC to the process.
We consider as a
substan al success,
the key challenges
and recommenda ons
outlined in the beginning
of the report that
comprehensively
reproduce the NNC
posi ons on the subject,
presented in the recent
years.

We drew the a en on
of the government
authori es to a number
of issues related to
the right of every child
to live in a family, by
sending a number of
posi ons: on the major
issues faced by the foster
care in the country;
the Law on Family
Allowances for Children;
the introduc on of
a voucher model for
financing social services,
and the dra strategy
for long term care which
comments on the model
for financing the care
and the quality required
for the transi on from
one type of care to
another; as well as
on the important role
of NGOs as service
providers and the
required clarity in the
alloca on of the roles to
the diﬀerent par cipants
in the process.

We have prepared
posi ons on the need
to introduce real family
income taxa on and
develop independent
family policy as well as
on the need for statutory
regula on of the six
innova ve services that
should replace the care
in the pilot infant homes
under the ‘DIRECTION:
family’ project
We drew a en on to
the case of Rusevi family
from Nikolaevo and
the evidence for the
helplessness of the state
in the face of poverty,
and the ineﬀec veness
of social assistance
cash benefits when it
is provided outside the
logic of family support.

The Na onal Network
for Children takes part in
the newly formed interins tu onal working
group ‘Improving the
care and services for
children and families’.
The group is chaired by
the State Agency for
Child Protec on, and
involves representa ves
from all ins tu ons
competent on the issues
of children and families.

‘Children should not be separated from their
parents unless it is for their own benefit – for
example, if the parent mistreats or neglects a
child. Children whose parents are separated
have the right to remain in contact with both
parents, unless this would harm them.’

A er the Na onal
Network for Children
raised the issue of the
remunera on for the
social workers employed
in the Child Protec on
Departments under
the ‘Strengthening the
capacity of the ASA’
Project it was made
the same as that of
their colleagues. This
reduced the permanent
staﬀ turnover which
was threatening for the
quality of work.

We con nued to work
on synchronising the
procedures for foster
care and adop on.
With the par cipa on
of the Network and
its members were
supplemented the
training programs
for the prospec ve
foster parents and
adop ve parents;
the ‘Methodological
guidance for coopera on
and coordina on of
the administra ve
procedures for domes c
and interna onal
adop on’ was updated.
The introduced
changes improved the
prepara on of foster
families for their role
during the transi on of
the child placed with
them to the adop ve
parents.

Furthermore, the
NNC member
organisa ons provided
comments on the
dra state educa onal
requirements
for obtaining the
qualifica on for the
occupa on ‘foster
parent’ prepared by
the Na onal Agency for
Voca onal Educa on
and Training.
Since 2013 the NNC
members have
par cipated in the
development of
statutory regula on
and financial standard
for the innova ve
services to prevent
the abandonment and
placement of babies in
care homes.
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Art. 28

THEMATIC AREA:

Conven on on the Rights of
the Child (publica on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

EDUCATION
Major issue in educa on remains the need for a comprehensive educa on
reform which should make the environment in kindergartens and schools
more friendly, more secure and suppor ng the development of children.
Unfortunately, a er the delibera ons on the dra law on preschool and school
educa on were almost finalised in 2013, the work on a new law on educa on
started all over again.

We launched a process of
dialogue and coordination
on the objectives and vision
of education, shared by the
members of the National
Network for Children.
Our ideas about what the
school should look like in
the future were presented
in a publication in the
special edition of ‘Capital’
newspaper – ‘The New 20 –
What will happen in the
next two decades.’

The National Network
for Children continued its
efforts for the development
and adoption of a new Law
on preschool and school
education. The development
of a draft law on school
education started all over
again at the end of the year,
and since then there has
been no information about
its content, method of
development and vision for
the reform.

In 2013 we placed as a new
focus the topic of early
childhood development.
We did a review and analysis
of the practices of early
childhood development in
the country in order to make
specific recommendations.
We also helped to
coordinate the making
of a film for promoting
the importance of the
work for early childhood
development.

We actively advocated for
easier access for children
and students to school trips –
we proposed changes to
the draft Ordinance on the
organisation and conducting
of recreational and tourist
trips of children and
students, and in the Tourism
Act by insisting on equal
opportunities for all children
and students in Bulgaria, with
clear minimum standards for
adults engaged in protecting
their life, health and safety,
and for flexibility for travel
promoters about how and
with which partners to
implement the specific trip.

As a result of our participation
in the programming of the
‘Science and Education for
Smart Growth’ Operational
Programme the directors of
schools and kindergartens
have been added as a target
group in that program.
This will create opportunities
to support them, and thus
accordingly to improve the
way in which the childcare
and educational facilities
are managed.

‘All children and young people are en tled
to basic educa on which shall be free. Rich
countries should support the poor countries
in achieving this. Discipline in schools should
respect human dignity. Young people should be
encouraged to reach the highest educa onal
levels they are able to.’

RIGHT TO OPINION

Believe that the child
should be heard

Believe that the parent’s
opinion should have
priority

Believe that it is good
to encourage the child
to express their opinion

Believe that the small child
does not understand, therefore should not be asked
what they think

To work after the age of 18
THE CHILD HAS THE RIGHT:

To go to a party at the age of 16
To chose what to study at the age of 15
To choose their food at the age of 11
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Art. 24

THEMATIC AREA:
HEALTH

Conven on on the Rights of
the Child (publica on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

Health con nues to be a cri cal area of child welfare. The infant mortality rate
con nues to be one of the highest in Europe. Health educa on con nues to be
delivered as an elec ve educa on or as a pilot, which restricts health awareness
among children. Bulgaria has no system for psychiatric care for children developed.

In 2013, due to the
cooperation of the National
Network for Children and
the magazine ‘Practical
Paediatrics’ a number
of articles on healthsocial problems reached
many doctors and health
professionals. The magazine
published also articles of
experts, representing some
of the Network members.

Proposals of the National
Network for Children on
improving access to medical
services of people in remote
and inaccessible areas,
activities related to the
improvement of mental
health and psychiatric care,
the emphases on maternal
and child health and the
goals of reducing child
morbidity and mortality were
included in the National
Health Strategy on 20142020.
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Our participation in the
programming of the ‘Human
Resources Development’
Operational Programme
contributed for the explicit
inclusion of children and
young people as a target
group in the work for better
access to health care.

We continued to insist for
the adoption of an ordinance
by the Ministry of Health
to introduce a standard for
the school toilets. Currently
there is an open petition
to change the condition of
school toilets, which has over
200 signatures. This petition
is expected to be submitted
to the Ministry of Health and
the Ministry of Education and
Science

The National Network for
Children continued the
advocacy for understanding
the importance of integrated
health-social services like
family counselling centres,
maternal and child health
centres, early intervention
centres, mental health
centres for children aged 0-3.

‘Children have a right to high quality health
care, clean water, nutri ous food and clean
environment in order to be healthy.
Rich countries should help poor countries
to achieve this. ‘

In late December 2013, the
Network issued an opinion
on the need to regulate
these and other innovative
services, and insisted on this
also in its other positions
and opinions sent to the
Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Education and Science and
other institutions during the
year.

The World Health Organisation
defines health as

‘a state of complete
physical, mental
and social wellbeing
and not merely the
absence of disease
or infirmity’.
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Art. 37

THEMATIC AREA:

Conven on on the Rights of
the Child (publica on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

JUVENILE JUSTICE
The exis ng jus ce system for juveniles is not yet aligned with interna onal standards
and the principles of respect for the rights of the child. Although since 2010 there has
been some progress in terms of policy in this area, yet the design and development of
new approaches, structures and services is s ll pending. In the past year there were no
specific changes that could contribute substan ally for be er and child friendly jus ce.

Our main work remains
connected to the Concept
of juvenile jus ce and its
implementa on plan –
so that child vic ms and
witnesses of crime can be
helped and not further
trauma zed. At the beginning
of the year we commented
on the dra Ac on Plan
for the concept, and later
welcomed the adop on of
the Roadmap.

A major problem we raised
this year in connec on with
the dra Ac on Plan for
implemen ng the Concept
was the need for a specific
descrip on of the services
that will help child vic ms
and witnesses of crime,
and children in conflict with
the law, and the need for
a detailed descrip on of
individual projects related
to the specific ac vi es
under the legisla ve and
administra ve reform,
and the development of a
system of services in family
environment and in the
community.
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Another focus in the
NNC posi on was the
need to clarify the roles,
responsibili es and
management of the proposed
Coordina on Mechanism
(CM) at municipal level and
to ensure the competence
of the CM with respect to
the case management. In
the posi on we submi ed
we made concrete proposals
and comments which were
not considered because all
reform ac vi es since May
2013 ll the end of the year
were discon nued.

We ac vely advocated for the
introduc on of the ins tu on
of children‘s ombudsman
in Bulgaria. To that end we
organised working visits to
Poland and Greece, where
the ombudsmen for children
play an ac ve role in se ng
child and family policy.
We con nued to advocate
for the ra fica on of the
Third Op onal Protocol
to the UN Conven on on
the Rights of the Child, to
allow children to be able
to individually report when
their rights are violated. In
the Na onal Programme for
Child Protec on for 2013 was
included ini a on of public
debate on the development
of a uniform government
posi on on the issue.

Earlier this year, a
representa ve of the
NNC joined the Interins tu onal Working Group
at the Supreme Prosecutor‘s
Oﬃce of Cassa on in
connec on with procedures
for counterac ng crimes
commi ed by children and
coordinated interac on in
cases of child abuse. A er
the first mee ng held on
09.05.2013, there is no
informa on on further
ac ons to implement the
objec ves set.

‘Children who break the law should not be
treated with cruelty. They should not be
detained in prisons with adults and should
con nue to maintain contact with their
families.’

RIGHT TO PROTECTION FROM CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

40%

Support spanking
as a disciplinary
approach

5%

Firm supporters
of spanking

50%

Have heard
or seen
spanking

10-12%

Have interfered
in case of an adult
spanking a child
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have the right to give
Art. 12 ‘Children
their opinion when adults are

THEMATIC AREA:
CHILD PARTICIPATION

Conven on on the Rights of
the Child (publica on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

Why child par cipa on? Because there is no way you can work for someone without asking them what
they think about it. Par cipa on is a leading principle in promo ng the rights and welfare of children
– each child must be able to par cipate in making the decisions that concern them, express an opinion
and this opinion to be taken into account. This is the only way children can learn to form and express their
opinion and take responsibility for their par cipa on and decisions. Decisions of adults should be tailored
to what children think and feel. We believe that only through the child par cipa on we can be sure that
we are a genuine network ‘for the children’.

Events

Megaphone
Megaphone is the way we
offer to children and young
people to get involved in
the work of the National
Network for Children.
Megaphone members are
children and young people,
most often volunteers or
clients of NNC member
organisations who have
expressed their willingness
and are committed to
participate in the activities of
the Network.

In 2013 the Megaphone
group designed their own
logo, reflecting the way
in which its members
understand the existence of
their platform.
Young people with the
support of the National
Network for Children are
undergoing an intensive
process of building their
internal capacity – what
is the most appropriate
structure for work, what
people, knowledge and
resources are needed, what
are the most important goals
they want to achieve – so as
to strengthen its position as
a meaningful child unit in the
Network.
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In 2013 three major events
were held to support the
inclusion of children and
young people.
In April was organised
a spring camp for youth
participation, which involved
25 children and young
people. During the camp,
participants were introduced
to the basic activities of the
NNC and were invited to
join what they deemed most
appropriate.
Children and young people
were invited to the annual
meeting of the National
Network for Children.

During the event they
further developed various
ideas on how to include the
Megaphone in the Network’s
activities
Autumn camp for child
and youth participation
was held in September, its
purpose was to invite new
children and young people,
volunteers and clients of the
Network members to join the
Megaphone and contribute
to its development.

Good
policies

Press
conference

In 2013 for the first time the
National Network for Children
made an attempt to include
children and young people in
making recommendations for
better policies and practices
for children and families in our
country.

On the occasion of 20th
November and the
anniversary of the adoption
of the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child,
young people members of
Megaphone held a press
conference where they
talked about the major
challenges for the children‘s
rights in the country.

The specific manner is
the inclusion of children
and young people in the
development of the annual
report for the progress on the
government commitments
to children – Report Card
2014. Five teams of children
and young people worked on
organising and conducting
their own research and
opinion on the five key areas
of the report. The Report Card
to be released in March 2014
has a special section that will
reflect the work of the young
people.

making decisions that aﬀect them
and have their opinion taken into
considera on.’

The adults
Another main course of
action for the development
of child participation was
aimed to improve our
understanding of what it
really means to involve
children and young people
in our work. We developed
and translated a number
of resources and materials
to help the Network and
anyone who is interested.
Standards for protection
and participation were also
developed to ensure the
safety of children and their
full inclusion.

In spring a series of regional
meetings were held to
promote child participation
in Byala Slatina, Sofia,
Razgrad, Gotse Delchev and
Kardzhali. The meetings
were attended by over 200
students and teachers who
were committed to clarifying
and promoting child
participation.
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THE YEAR
IN CAMPAIGNS AND PROJECTS

10 awards
On 29 May 2013, the
National Network for
Children for the third time
presented the annual awards
‘Golden Apple’. Individuals
and organisations who
received a diploma and a
chocolate statuette were
nominated by organisations
that are members of the
Network.
http://1june.nmd.bg/

1,200
video lessons
Fairy tale hero of 2013
became Darin Madjarov –
creator of the website
ucha.se.
Ucha.se is a fast, easy and
interesting way to watch
video lessons in all subjects,
to ask and answer questions,
order new video lessons and
get e-mail with the news. To
date the site has over 2,450
video lessons. Ucha.se won
again the first place for an
educational website in the
ranking of BG websites in
2013.
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200
Another 200 children placed
in foster care received
financial support from Mtel
at the amount of BGN 200
as part of the ‘Foster a child.
Create a future’.

In 2013, the Na onal Network for Children started work on two new projects –
‘Exchange and coopera on for improving child welfare’ and LESSON: Strengthening
the development of organisa onal capacity’, which will support the work for be er
policies for children and families and will support the civil society organisa ons working
with and for children and families.

700

Early childhood
development

700 people have voted
on ‘Dnevnik’ newspaper
website. 62.5% of the voters
stated that the toilets are
dirty and there is no toilet
paper there. One-fifth or
19.5% did not know what the
toilets in the schools of their
children look like, and only
18% indicated that the toilets
are clean, with toilet paper,
soap and water.

On 1 June 2013 was
launched the NNC project
‘Exchange and cooperation
for improving child welfare‘
approved for funding under
HRDOP, scheme ‘Without
Frontiers’ Component 1 –
phase 2, funded by the
European Social Fund of the
European Union.
The main objective of the
project is to support the way
in which we understand and
implement the development
and care services in early
childhood.

LESSON
The project shall provide for
the exchange of experiences
and innovative practices,
as will identify some good
examples. They will be
promoted, and thus will be
addressed the importance
of paying attention to
the way we work for the
development of our children
from a very early age.

On 10 July 2013 was
launched the project of
the National Network
for Children LESSON:
Strengthening the
development of
organisational capacity’
approved for funding
under the Bulgarian-Swiss
Cooperation Programme.

The main objective of the
project is to support the
good work of civil society
organisations working with
and for children and families.
Also, the project supports
the advocacy for improved
policies in the country by
supporting the development
of the Report Card.

Project partners are the
European child network
Eurochild and the Ministry
of Education and Science.

www.facebook.com/nmdbg | 2013 Annual Report | 19

ANNUAL
‘GOLDEN APPLE’ AWARDS
In 2013 the third annual awards for contributions to the life and welfare
of Bulgarian children ‘Golden Apple’ were presented. This year, 12 member
organisations of the National Network for Children nominated 17 institutions
and individuals in seven categories: Fairy tale hero, Journalist, Local politician,
Municipality, Hospital, School and Business Company.

Fairy
tale hero
Fairy tale hero for
2013 became Darin
Madjarov – creator
of the website ucha.
se who translated into
simple and accessible
language 1,200 video
lessens (as of June
2013). The meaningful
and engaging way for
explaining the lessons
for grades from 5th
to 11th was quickly
recognized by the
students and so far
they have viewed these
lessons more than
2 million times.

Overall
achievement
The Overall achievement
award was presented to
Eva Borisova, member
of the Management
Board of ‘Parents’
Association for her
active work to defend
the rights of children
and families.
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Children’s

rights

Award for advocacy for
the children‘s rights was
presented to Deyana
Kostadinova for her
consistent professional
and social activity
throughout the years
to promote the policy
for children at national
level.

Foster care
Special prize was
awarded to the mobile
operator M-Tel for their
contribution to the
development of foster
care in Bulgaria and the
‘Foster a child. Create
a future.’ Project.

The purpose of the ‘Golden Apple’ awards is to find individuals and institutions
that contribute significantly to the life and welfare of Bulgarian children by drawing
attention to the need for special attitude to children. The awards encourage us
all to put children in the centre of our work and show that each one can have a
contribution to the cause of children.

Company

Journalist

In the category
‘Company’ was
recognised Societe
Generale Expressbank
for the implementation
of ‘Support a family’
programme that helps
children with special
needs and their families.

As the Journalist of
the Year was declared
Zornitca Stoilova from
‘Capital’ newspaper.

Municipality
Etropole Municipality
received the award for
their ongoing targeted
policy for support and
assistance to families
with children.

Local
politician

Hospital

School

Bogdan Botsev,
deputy mayor of the
municipality of Gotse
Delchev was honoured
for his ac ve support
for many ini a ves for
children and young
people.

The ‘Golden Apple’ in
the category ‘Hospital’
was given to Targovishte
Hospital – for their
work to prevent baby
abandonment and
neglect of children from
vulnerable communities

In the ‘School’ category
the award was
presented to the school
‘Nikola Vaptsarov’ in
the village of Selanovtsi,
Oryahovo municipality
for opening the school
to the parents.
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ONE YEAR
OF PARTNERSHIP
between ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3
and the Na onal Network for Children
ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3 has been suppor ng
child par cipa on of NNC since 2012. The partnership
with ContourGlobal provides an opportunity to include
children and young people in the work of the Na onal
Network for Children, consul ng with them on how they
can par cipate in the ac vi es of the Network in the most
eﬃcient manner, and what they think about the proposals
for be er policies for children in the country.
ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3 has commi ed to the
cause of more and be er par cipa on of children in
their communi es. In 2013 this included full financial and
logis cal support.

To tell you what happened at last camp, we publish here the le er
from Denny!

This year for the first me the team of facilitators – Stanislav Dodov
(NNC), Miroslava Assenova (P.U.L.S. Founda on) and Chris na
Baeva (Partners-Bulgaria Founda on) were joined by the young
enthusiasts – members of the NNC youth group ‘Megaphone’,
in their responsible ‘posi on’ as co-facilitators – Nia, Denny and
Rumen.
We opened the camp with a friendly and relaxed day of talks,
acquaintance, sharing expecta ons, fears and hopes and finished
with the entertaining, but also invi ng thoughts film ‘Accepted’ that
cheered us up and helped to loosen the situa on.
On September 25, we started work. We started with a wonderful
ini a ve ‘Secret friend’ where each of us pulled the name of one
of his/her co-campers for whom he/she had to make special eﬀorts
and come up with nice surprises during our stay. We dra ed the
rules of the camp, then young people discussed the ques ons ‘Who
are we, where did we come from, what we like or dislike in our
se lement, and what could we do to improve it?’. Then – this me
with the people accompanying them – they prepared a map of
their city with their favourite places for young people and those that
have been changed for the be er with the help of their respec ve
member organisa on of the Na onal Network for Children.
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The day con nued with a session open only to members of
‘Megaphone’ who acquainted the future members of the youth
group with its main points. We finished the busy schedule with d
task in teams of three (accompanying adult from NNC member
organisa on and two young people) to develop a logo and mo o
of the respec ve team.
On the third day we were joined by George and Maria from the
Secretariat of the Na onal Network for Children, who brought
their emo on and enthusiasm to the group and illustrated to us
through games and visual presenta on with drawings the structure,
achievements and nature of NNC – in such an interes ng way that
charmed us all. The next session was about the meaning of child
par cipa on, led by Stan and me, Denny.
It became more concrete with the explana on of some key ac vi es
of the Na onal Network for Children by the co-facilitators who
took part in them – respec vely the Report Card evalua ng the
performance of government on policies for children, the ‘Golden
Apple’ awards and the Annual Mee ng of the NNC. We finished
the day with a team exercise for young and … not so young young
people, preven ng two eggs from falling down, and walking down
stairs that provoked the crea vity and united the group.
Friday started early with a visit to the administra on of the ‘Maritsa
Iztok’ EAD mines, where we learned how the company operates
and its history, and con nued with the visit to the ‘Maritsa-Iztok
3’ Thermal Power Plant. Professionals from the plant were able
to turn our tour into a pleasant and interes ng experience. In the
a ernoon we went back to work on the big ques on ‘How does
the’ Megaphone’ operate and what does it need?’ on which young
people and adults worked together and presented their solu ons.
Saturday was a busy day for teenagers because Annie and Zdrava
from the NNC Secretariat taught them some important skills in
working with the media, and Maria and Marusya – in project work.
The themes of the two parallel running modules were set in advance
by the par cipants themselves and they seemed sa sfied with their
choice.
The evening was diversified not only by the wedding that was
celebrated in the hotel, but also by the party organised by the
group. At our last, most crazy and dancing event everybody
(including the adults accompanying us) got cer ficates for their
par cipa on and commitment, we revealed our secret friends, and
the ceremony was accompanied by a large dose of hugs, kisses,
thanks and gi s!
I do sincerely hope that the six days together brought us not only a
lot of posi ve emo ons, but also valuable experience, knowledge
and skills that will remain with us so that we could turn them into
ac on and ideas in the future!

Smiles from me, Denny!
(Dennitsa Marincheva)
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‘FOSTER A CHILD.
CREATE A FUTURE’
Support and promo on
of foster care in Bulgaria

BGN 1,- is the amount you can
donate by sending the text
DMS DETE to 17 777.
You can donate also
by a bank transfer to
IBAN BG13UNCR76301078951570,
online to: www.nmd.bg,
as well as in special money-boxes
in every Mtel shop in the country.

‘THE NEED FOR NEW
SCHOOL TOILES –
BIG OR SMALL?’
CAMPAIGN
The Problem
The majority of students in the country avoid the toilets at school
because of poor hygiene. ‘Holding it’ leads to a number of mental
and physical problems.

What needs to change?
• It is necessary for the Ministry of Health to establish a standard
that says what a school toilet should look like – with hot water,
soap, toilet paper and to be cleaned regularly.
• Earmarked funds should be allocated for repair and maintenance
of toilets, so that they would meet the standard.
• Headmasters also need to plan how to manage school toilets so
that they remain in good condi on. For this purpose they may
use the Prac cal guide for the management of school toilets.
• Of course, much of the responsibility lies with the students – the
toilets will never be in good condi on unless they are kept and
le in the condi on in which they were found.

The ‘Foster a child. Create a future’ is implemented by Mtel and
the NNC for a second consecutive year. In 2013 Mtel provided
financial assistance to nearly 200 children in foster care in Bulgaria.
The amount that the telecom donates to a child amounts to BGN
200 which is given as a lump sum to the foster parents. BGN 300 is
the envisaged amount for a child with a disability. With this support
Mtel aims to help foster families in meeting the initial needs of
the children when they first come to their new home. This need
was identified as a priority by the foster parents themselves in the
special survey conducted in late 2012.
Partners to the programme are also the Bulgarian Donors‘ Forum,
the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the State Agency for Child
Protection, Sega newspaper and NetInfo.
There is a phone number for donations which anyone can use to
provide financial assistance to children placed in foster care.
The telecom Mtel was awarded a prize in the category ‘Most
transparent donation program’ in recognition of the ‘Foster a child.
Create a future.’ Project.

You can support the pe on for cleaner school toilets at:
h p://www.pe ciq.com/novi_wc

COMMUNICATIONS
The Na onal Network for Children distributes news, projects and
ini a ves related to children and families, both in Bulgaria and in
Europe, and worldwide.
Our website www.nmd.bg is gaining popularity and last year
reached 17,000 monthly visits.
Our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/nmdbg was liked
by nearly 22,000 users at the end of the year, and that number
con nues to grow. You can also follow us there.
We would like to invite you to support us on the new social network
www.yatoto.com.
The NNC newsle er is sent to nearly 5,500 subscribers in Bulgaria
and 800 recipients abroad. You can also subscribe at www.nmd.bg.
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NETWORK
DEVELOPMENT

Support
to the members
The main task of the National
Network for Children is
to support civil society
organisations working with
and for children and families.
In 2013 we were able to
support over 40 organisations
with consultancy, advice,
assistance for project
development and finding
partners. Furthermore, we
distributed over 30 good
practices of our member
organisations.

Thus we contributed to make
their success in working for
the children more visible, the
parents and children to know
better where they can turn
for help if needed, and the
institutions to recognize their
practices.
We organised also a
number of trainings – over
100 organisations got the
chance to increase their
organisational capacity in
different areas.

Thematic
working groups
Thematic Working Groups
(TWG) provide opportunities
to the member organisations
for exchange, sharing and
learning in various topics.
Moreover, they are a way to
disseminate good practices
and to identify key issues in
working with children and
families. The principal areas of
work in the TWG are:
• Family – deals with the
policies and practices related
to children and families
at risk, children placed in
the care system – children
in the children’s homes,
deinstitutionalisation,
foster care, prevention of
abandonment, etc. The
group involves 56 member
organisations.
• Education – the group
focuses on problems related to
child education – from infancy
to higher education.
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The group discusses topics
such as pre-school and
school education, dropping
out of school and access to
education, inclusive education
for children with special
educational needs, etc. The
group involves 58 members
organisations.

Main direction in the work
of the National Network for
Children is the development
of cooperation at local level.
Te collaboration of civil
society organisations and
local authorities is crucial for
improving the life of children
and their families.

• Health – the focus for the
group are all policies and
practices related to access to
outpatient and hospital care,
maternal and child health,
mental health, health and
sexual education, etc. 31
organisations participate in the
group.

Based on the Agreement
signed in late 2012 between
the National Association of
Municipalities in the Republic
of Bulgaria and the National
Network for Children, in
2013 was drafted a ‘Manual
of good practices in the
cooperation between NGOs
and municipalities in the field
of policies and services for
children and families.‘

• Juvenile justice – the
‘Juvenile justice’ group involves
organisations that work with
child witnesses or victims of
crime, children in conflict with
the law, neglect and abuse of
children, street children, etc.
27 organisations participate in
this group.

International
relations

Cooperation
at local level
The Manual covers 13 good
practices of cooperation
between NNC member
organisations and local
authorities, and the
description of the practices is
agreed by both parties in the
partnership.
The Manual was presented
at an event held in July at
the Residence of the French
Ambassador, alongside
a panel organised to
discuss the successes and
challenges in the cooperation
between municipalities and
NGOs. The drafting of this
Manual supported further
the partnership of the
organisations and authorities
whose practices it covers. The
Manual was translated into
French and Romanian.

The National Network for
Children continues its activities
at international level, and thus
gets the opportunity to share,
learn and present our own
practices. Our participation
in regional and European
networks allows us to get an
insight into the regional and
European policies and their
significance for the children in
our country.
NNC is a member of the
European child network
Eurochild, which enables us
to participate more actively
also at European level, getting
acquainted with good working
practices from across Europe,
and disseminating information
about what is happening to
children in our country. Since
June 2011 George Bogdanov,
the NNC Executive Director
is a member of Eurochild
Management Board.

The National Network for
Children is actively involved in
the campaign ‘Opening Doors
for Europe’s Children’ aiming to
promote the use of European
Structural Funds for closing
children’s homes.
The National Network
for Children is part of the
development of the regional
network of coalitions for
children the ChildPact,
and is advocating for the
establishment by the European
Commission of a separate
mechanism to support child
protection.
As a result of its active
participation the National
Network for Children will host
the 7th Regional Meeting of the
coalitions in 2014.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Our financial activity in the past year was extremely intensive.
Many projects were finalised, successful campaigns were executed,
and the commitments to the different funding organisations were
implemented.

Annex 2 to Na onal Accoun ng Standard 9

Annex 1 to Na onal Accoun ng Standard 1

INCOME STATEMENT
NATIONAL NETWORK FOR CHILDREN ASSOCIATION
for the year ended 31 December 2013

In 2013 reports were submited for
6 projects launched in 2012, as well as
6 projects which were launched in 2013:
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• Balkan Trust for Democracy;
• Open Society;
• UNICEF Bulgaria;
• Embassy of France in Bulgaria for
promoting good practices of NGOs
with municipalities;
• OAK – Three rights;
• OAK – an interim report;

• Ministry of Education, Science and
Youth – Child participation;
• UNICEF Bulgaria – a small project;
• ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3;
• Lloyds Foundation;
• PROCOPIL Programme – a project
funded by the French Embassy;
• Mtel.

BALANCE SHEET
NATIONAL NETWORK FOR CHILDREN ASSOCIATION
as at 31 December 2013

In 2013 were signed three long-term
contracts – under the Swiss program,
‘Without Frontiers’ – HRDOP and
as project partners under Daphne
Programme for which we received
advance payment in 2013.

The NNC Financial Report was prepared
on 13.01.2014.

In the current year the efforts for
securing funding for the core operations
of the National Network for Children
continue.
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WHO ARE WE?
Management Board

Secretariat

The NNC has a Management Board of seven member organisations elected by the General Assembly.
Each organisation has one representative on the Board. The Management Board supports, consults
and monitors the work of the Secretariat.

The Network Secretariat consist of 11 people.

Vesela Banova,
‘Child and Space’
Association,
President

Gancho Iliev,
‘World Without
Boundaries

Georgi
Apostolov,
Applied
Research and
Communications
Fund

Maria Gineva,
‘Future for
Children with
Disabilities’
Association

Mariana
Evtimova
Foundation
PULSE

Mariana
Nikolova,
‘Karin Dom’
Foundation

Dr. Radosveta
Stamenkova,
‘Bulgarian Family
Planning and
Sexual Health
Association‘

Supervisory Board
The Supervisory Board makes a review
of the economic situation of the NNC
Association at the end of each financial year.

Executive Director:
George Bogdanov

Spaska Petrova,
‘New Way’
Association,
Chairperson

30 | 2013 Annual Report | www.nmd.bg

Rositsa Sredkova,
‘Development
Initiative
– Kardzhali
decides’
Association

Programming
Department:
Danny Koleva,
Vyara Ivanova,
Milena Nikolova

Marketing and
Public Relations:
Anna Kolarova,
Zdrava Stoeva

Network Developent:
Maria Brestnichka
Stanislav Dodov,
Marussya Tsvetkova

Administrative
Department:
Lidia Ivanova,
Hristo Hristov

Albena Boneva,
‘Helping Hand
Foundation‘
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DONORS
AND FRIENDS
On behalf of all member organisations of the National Network for
Children, the Secretariat would like to express sincere gratitude to our
partners and friends. The individuals and companies who have worked
with us for a better future for the children in Bulgaria are:
ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3, which continue to actively support the
participation of children and young people;
Mtel and ‘Foster a Child. Create a Future’ Project, which supports the
development and promotion of foster care in Bulgaria;
ESTAT Agency that surveyed and analyzed what parents and young
people think about the right of opinion, to protection from corporal
punishment and to child protection by the state;
Communication agency All Channels Group, which helps in changing
the attitudes towards children‘s rights and to present better our work;
Company for International Meetings (CIM), which help us organise
events;
Perfetta Artisan Chocolates, who made each year chocolate statuettes
for the ‘Golden Apple’ awards;
Ficosota Syntez Bulgaria, who participated in our campaign to support
refugee children in Bulgaria;
Interlang, translation agency that helps us with translations into
English and French of various documents and publications;
Party Service, who take care of the catering for our events;
Samsung Bulgaria and our partnership under the career guidance
project ‘Trends of Tomorrow’;
Anna Rizova – Noykova (Design For Friends), who created the new
visual identity of the organisation;
Marieta Vasileva (Taralej), who makes all printed materials of the
organization;
The European Commission’s Representation in Bulgaria, which
provides facilities for events and donations in kind;
Emmy Mednik, on whom we can always rely for fast and quality
translations;
The French Embassy and the French Cultural Institute in Sofia, in
addition to providing organisational and logistical support, they
are our traditional partner in the development of civil society, local
communities and the promotion of good practices;
Sofia Puppet Theatre, which is the host of the Golden Apple Awards;
Servet Mustafova, an intern, without whose support the launch of our
new website would have been impossible;
Yuji Miyata – donor;
and many other organisations and people who help us ever day in the
implementation of our projects and activities.

NETWORK MEMBERS
ABOUT THE NNC

Blagoevgrad Region
Association ‘Community Council
on Education’ – Gotse Delchev

Lovech Region
‘Ecomission 21st Century’
Association – Lovech

The NaƟonal Network for Children (NNC) is an
alliance of 122 organisaƟons from the whole country,
working with children and families in four main
domains: health, educaƟon, family, and child and
juvenile jusƟce.

Burgas Region
‘The Faithful Steward’Association
– Burgas
‘Demetra’ Association – Burgas
Integra Bulgaria
‘Regional Roma Alliance’
Association – Burgas
‘Smile’ Association – Burgas

Montana Region
Community Council on
Education – Berkovica
Sham Foundation – Montana

OUR MISSION

Varna Region
Association of Parents of
Children with Dyslexia – Varna
‘Gavroche’ Association – Varna
‘Eurointegration’ Association
– Varna
‘Karin Dom’ Foundation – Varna
‘MIG – Kraimorie’ AssociationBeloslav
Agency for Social Development
‘Vision’ – Varna
‘Joy for Our Children’ Foundation
– Varna
Social Association ‘St. Andrei‘ –
Varna
‘Sauchastie’ Association – Varna
‘Colourful Future’ Association –
Varna

Our mission is to strengthen and facilitate
the cooperaƟon between the NGOs and
all the interested parƟes in order to guarantee
the rights and welfare of children.
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COMMITMENTS
TO THE CHILDREN
OF BULGARIA

Veliko Tarnovo Region
Centre for Interethnic Dialogue
and Tolerance AMALIPE – Veliko
Tarnovo
Vratsa Region
‘First of June’ Association –
Byala Slatina
‘Science and Technology Centre’
Association – Vratsa
‘New Way’ Association –
Hayredin
School Board of Trustees of
‘Hristo Botev’ School – Tarnava
Gabrovo Region
‘Social Dialogue 2001’
Association – Gabrovo
Dobrich Region
YMCA Association – Dobrich
‘Helping Hand’ Foundation –
Dobrich

CHILD AND
JUVENILE
JUSTICE

Kardzhali Region
Association ‘Initiative for
Development – Kardzhali
Decides’ – Kardzhali
Kyustendil Region
Parental Boards of Trustees of
Kindergarten ‘Kalina’ – Doupnitsa

Pazardjik Region
‘Future’ Foundation – Rakitovo
Crime Prevention Fund IGA –
Pazardzhik
‘Social Practices in the
Community’ FoundationPazardzhik
‘Development’ Association –
Rakitovo
Pernik Region
‘PULSE’ Foundation – Pernik
‘White Swallow’ Association –
Tran
Pleven Region
Pleven Public Fund ‘Chitalishta’ –
Pleven
Plovdiv Region
‘Big Brother, Big Sister’
Association – Plovdiv
National Alliance for Volunteer
Action – Plovdiv
Razgrad Region
‘Janeta’ Association – Razgrad
‘Integro’ Association – Razgrad
Youth Forum 2001 – Razgrad
Ruse Region
BRTMI Association – Ruse
‘Equilibrium’ Association – Ruse
‘Caritas-Ruse’ Foundation – Ruse
Open Society Club – Ruse
Centre Dynamica Association –
Ruse
Silistra Region
‘Ekaterina Karavelova’ Women’s
AssociaƟon – Silistra – Silistra
‘Hope for a Good Future’
AssociaƟon – Silistra
Sliven Region
Society for the support of
children and adults with mental,
physical and sensory disabilities
‘St. Stiliyan Child Protector’Sliven
‘The Health of Romany People’
Foundation – Sliven
IRA Foundation – Sliven
‘Roma Academy for Culture and
Education’ Association – Sliven

Sofia City Region
‘Agapedia – Bulgaria’ Foundation
Alliance of Bulgarian Midwives
‘Alpha Club – to Survive’
Association
Association for Early Childhood
Development
Association of Mental Health
Professionals in Kindergartens
and Schools in the Republic of
Bulgaria
‘Parents’ Association
Bulgarian Association of
Adopted Children and Adoptive
Parents
Bulgarian Family Planning and
Sexual Health Association
Bulgarian Pediatric Association
Bulgarian Helsinki Committee
‘Bulgarian Child’ Foundation
BNC ‘Together for the Children’
Bulgarian Training Centre
‘Child and Space’ Association
‘Children and Adolescents’
Association
‘EVRIKA’ Foundation
ECIP Foundation
“Teach for Bulgaria” Foundation
‘For our Children’ Foundation
‘Health and Social Development’
Foundation
Ethnic Minorities Health
Problems Foundation
Parents’ Initiative Committee
Social Activities and Practices
Institute
‘Concordia Bulgaria’ Foundation
International Legal Advice Centre
Arete Youth Foundation
National Foster Care Association
National Network of Health
Mediators
Foundation ‘Hope for the Little
Ones’
National scout organisation of
Bulgaria
National School Eco-Parliament
‘Society for All’ Association
‘Paideia’ Foundation
‘Partners – Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Human Rights’ Project
‘Applied Research and
Communications’ Found
‘Friends 2006’ Foundation
Reachout.BG Association
Association for Progressive
and Open Communication –
Sofia
‘Cedar’ Foundation
‘Step for Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Step by Step’ Foundation

Theatre “Tsvete”
‘Freerun Bulgaria’ Association
FICE Bulgaria
Worldwide Foundation for
Vulnerable Children
‘Centre Nadya’ Foundation
Centre for Inclusive Education
Centre for Psychosocial Support
Amici dei Bambini Foundation –
Sofia
Habitat for Humanity
Outward Bound Bulgaria
SOS Kinderdorf – Bulgaria
Sofia Region
‘Towards a Better Life’
Association – Chelopech
‘Choice for Tomorrow’
Association, Botevgrad
Stara Zagora Region
‘Future for Children with
Disabilities’ Association –
Kazanlak
Chitalishte ‘Vazrodena Iskra’ –
Kazanlak
‘Clovers’ Association – Chirpan
National Association of Resource
Teachers – Stara Zagora
Friends 2011’ Association –
Chirpan
‘Samaritans’ Association – Stara
Zagora
‘World without Boundaries’
Association – Stara Zagora
Targovishte Region
‘Naya’ Association – Targovishte
Club of NGOs – Targovishte
Haskovo Region
Association of Community
Centres – Dimitrovgrad
‘Children and Families’
Association – Haskovo
‘Give a Smile’ Foundation –
Dimitrovgrad
Shumen Region
‘SOS Women and Children
survived violence’ Association –
Novi Pazar
Association of Roma Women
‘Hayatchi’ – Novi Pazar
Yambol Region
‘People with Athma’
Foundation – Yambol
Municipal School Board of
Trustees – Boliarovo
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