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Blagoevgrad Region
Association ‘Community Council 
on Education’ – Gotse Delchev  

Burgas Region
‘The Faithful Steward’ 
Association – Burgas 
‘Demetra’ Association – Burgas 
Integra Bulgaria 
‘Regional Roma Alliance’ 
Association – Burgas 
‘Smile’ Association – Burgas

Varna Region
Association of Parents of 
Children with Dyslexia – Varna 
‘Gavroche’ Association – Varna 
‘Eurointegration’ Association – 
Varna 
‘Karin Dom’ Foundation – Varna 
‘MIG – Kraimorie’ Association- 
Beloslav 
Agency for Social Development 
‘Vision’ – Varna 
‘Joy for Our Children’ 
Foundation – Varna 
Social Association ‘St. Andrei‘–
Varna 
‘Sauchastie’ Association – Varna 
‘Colourful Future’ Association –  
Varna

Veliko Tarnovo Region
Centre for Interethnic Dialogue 
and Tolerance AMALIPE – Veliko 
Tarnovo 

Vratsa Region
‘First of June’ Association  – 
Byala Slatina 
‘Science and Technology Centre’ 
Association – Vratsa 
‘New Way’ Association – 
Hayredin 
School Board of Trustees of 
‘Hristo Botev’ School – Tarnava

Gabrovo Region
‘Social Dialogue 2001’ 
Association – Gabrovo

Dobrich Region
YMCA Association – Dobrich
‘Helping Hand’ Foundation – 
Dobrich 

Kardjali Region
Association ‘Initiative for 
Development – Kardzhali 
Decides’ – Kardzhali 

Kyustendil Region
Parental Boards of Trustees 
of Kindergarten ‘Kalina’ – 
Doupnitsa

Lovech Region
‘Ecomission 21st Century’ 
Association – Lovech 

Montana Region
Community Council on 
Education – Berkovica 
Sham Foundation – Montana 

Pazardjik Region
‘Future’ Foundation – Rakitovo 
’Zhuleviat Dom’ Foundation – 
Lesichevo
Crime Prevention Fund IGA – 
Pazardzhik 
‘Social Practices in the 
Community’ Foundation- 
Pazardzhik 
‘Development’ Association – 
Rakitovo

Pernik Region
‘PULSE’ Foundation – Pernik 
‘White Swallow’ Association – 
Tran 

Pleven Region
Pleven Public Fund  
‘Chitalishta’ – Pleven

Plovdiv Region
‘Big Brother, Big Sister’ 
Association – Plovdiv 
National Alliance for Volunteer 
Action – Plovdiv

Razgrad Region
‘Janeta’ Association – Razgrad 
‘Integro’ Association – Razgrad 
Youth Forum 2001 – Razgrad 

Ruse Region
BRTMI Association – Ruse
‘Equilibrium’ Association – Ruse
Association ‘European centre  
for mediation and arbitration’ –  
Ruse
‘Caritas-Ruse’ Foundation – Ruse
Open Society Club – Ruse
Centre Dynamica Association – 
Ruse

Silistra Region
‘Ekaterina Karavelova’ Women’s 
Association – Silistra – Silistra
‘Hope for a Good Future’ 
Association – Silistra

Sliven Region
Society for the support of 
children and adults with mental, 
physical and sensory disabilities 
‘St. Stiliyan Child Protector’- 
Sliven 
‘The Health of Romany People’ 
Foundation – Sliven 
IRA Foundation – Sliven 

‘Doctors of the World’ 
Association – Bulgaria branch 
-Sliven
‘Roma Academy for Culture and 
Education’ Association – Sliven

Sofia City Region
‘Agapedia – Bulgaria’ Foundation
Alliance of Bulgarian Midwives
‘Alpha Club – to Survive’ 
Association 
Association for Early Childhood 
Development 
Association of Mental Health 
Professionals in Kindergartens 
and Schools in the Republic of 
Bulgaria 
‘Parents’ Association 
Bulgarian Association of 
Adopted Children and Adoptive 
Parents
Bulgarian Family Planning and 
Sexual Health Association
Bulgarian Pediatric Association
Bulgarian Helsinki Committee 
Association for Bulgarian Family 
Values, Traditions and Culture 
‘Bulgarche’
‘Bulgarian Child’ Foundation
BNC ‘Together for the Children’ 
Bulgarian Training Centre 
‘Child and Space’ Association
‘Children and Adolescents’ 
Association
‘EVRIKA’ Foundation
ECIP Foundation
“Teach for Bulgaria” Foundation  
‘For our Children’ Foundation  
 ‘Health and Social 
Development’ Foundation
Ethnic Minorities Health 
Problems Foundation
Parents’ Initiative Committee
Social Activities and Practices 
Institute
‘Concordia Bulgaria’ Foundation
International Legal Advice 
Centre
‘International Award of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’ Foundation 
Arete Youth Foundation 
National Foster Care Association
National Network of Health 
Mediators 
Foundation ‘Hope for the Little 
Ones’ 
‘Hope for Us’ Association
National scout organisation of 
Bulgaria
National School Eco-Parliament 
 ‘Society for All’ Association
‘Paideia’ Foundation
‘Partners – Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Human Rights’ Project
‘Applied Research and 
Communications’ Found
‘Friends 2006’ Foundation

Reachout.BG Association
Association for Progressive and 
Open Communication – Sofia
‘Cedar’ Foundation
‘Step for Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Step by Step’ Foundation 
Theatre “Tsvete” 
‘Freerun Bulgaria’ Association
FICE Bulgaria
Worldwide Foundation for 
Vulnerable Children
‘Tsvetan Tsanov’ Foundation
‘Centre Nadya’ Foundation
Centre for Inclusive Education
Centre for Psychosocial Support 
Amici dei Bambini Foundation –  
Sofia
Habitat for Humanity 
Outward Bound Bulgaria 
SOS Kinderdorf – Bulgaria

Sofia Region
‘Towards a Better Life’ 
Association – Chelopech 
‘Choice for Tomorrow’ 
Association, Botevgrad

Stara Zagora Region
‘Future for Children with 
Disabilities’ Association – 
Kazanlak 
Chitalishte ‘Vazrodena Iskra’ – 
Kazanlak 
‘Clovers’ Association – Chirpan
National Association of Resource 
Teachers – Stara Zagora 
Friends 2011’ Association – 
Chirpan
‘Samaritans’ Association –  
Stara Zagora
‘World without Boundaries’ 
Association – Stara Zagora

Targovishte Region
‘Naya’ Association – Targovishte 
Club of NGOs – Targovishte 

Haskovo Region
Association of Community 
Centres – Dimitrovgrad 
‘Children and Families’ 
Association – Haskovo 
‘Give a Smile’ Foundation – 
Dimitrovgrad

Shumen Region
‘SOS Women and Children 
survived violence’ Association – 
Novi Pazar
Association of Roma Women 
‘Hayatchi’ – Novi Pazar

Yambol Region
‘People with Athma’  
Foundation – Yambol 
Municipal School Board of 
Trustees – Boliarovo

NETWORK MEMBERS About NNC 
The National Network for Children is an alliance of 125 civil society 
organisations and supporters, working with and for children and 
families across the country.

Encouraging, protection and observing the rights of the child is a key 
part of the principles that unite us. We believe that in all policies and 
practices, which directly or indirectly affect children, first should come 
the best interests of the child. Furthermore they should be planned, 
implemented and monitored with a clear assessment of their impact on 
children and young people, and with their active participation.

OuR MiSSiON
The National Network for Children is advocating for the rights and 
welfare of children by pooling and developing a wide important for 
the society network of organisations and supporters.

OuR GOALS
•   Development of child and family policies;
• Changing public attitudes towards the rights of the child;
• Development of a model for child participation;
• Development of the National Network for Children;
• Improving its capacity;
•  Strengthening the public image of the National Network 

for Children.
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Dear colleagues and friends,

One exci  ng and very intense year for the Na  onal Network for Children 
has passed. A year of assessing the achievements. A year of looking at 
the future.  A year when the voices of children despite the eff orts of 
many people were not heard.

2014 could be marked as one more year in our life and growth, when we 
launched the regional coopera  on in the network, which will help us to 
even be  er advocate for the children’s rights and become more visible 
in out fi ght for be  er life of children and their families. With the adopted 
strategic plan we have outlined the new horizons of the Network  ll 
2020, and set ambi  ous aims, to be achieved and developed. We cannot, 
however, refrain from poin  ng out that the coming years will be diffi  cult 
for all of us, and most of all – for the children and their families. 

Child poverty remained at an alarmingly high level. Penal  es and 
sanc  ons for parents con  nue to be the main measure in the social, 
health and educa  on policy. Measures against irresponsible paren  ng 
con  nue and there are less and less discussions and ac  vi  es suppor  ng 
the responsible paren  ng. Resources for the civil society organisa  ons 
which help children and families locally became more limited, and lives 
of people become more diffi  cult and ever harder. Restric  ve measures 
con  nue to be the main mechanism for infl uence on parents in social, 
health and educa  on policy. Pronounced risk con  nues to be the main 
reason for State interven  ons for the family, while the resources of 
parents and families are s  ll not used, supported or encouraged. Even 
more limited are the opportuni  es of the civil society organisa  ons 
to help children and families on the spot, and lives of people become 
more diffi  cult and ever harder. Young people as well as a lot of parents 
con  nue to leave the country in search for more decent living.

However we should not ignore the fact that in the past year there was a 
progress in some areas and let’s hope that this will con  nue in the same 
way. There are more and more supporters among the policy makers who 
believe that child jus  ce should be changed to protect children. The new 
Bill for Preschool and School Educa  on is another step forward, which is 
expected to improve the life of children, and the parents’ involvement in 
their children’s educa  on.

What we wish for ourselves is to con  nue to stand for the rights of the 
child, despite discrimina  on, hate speech and nega  ve infl uence on 
children by us – the adults.

Today we see our steps as li  le and insignifi cant, however in order to 
achieve a huge change in the future we need to be persistent and diligent 
every hour and every minute.

To con  nue means to succeed!

Vesela Banova
Child and Space

President of the NNC 
Management Board

George Bogdanov
Executive Director,
National Network 

for Children
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THE YEAR 
FOR THE NETWORK 

are the organisa  ons – 
members of the Na  onal 
Network for Children in 
2014. These organisa  ons 
work in all areas of child 
welfare – health, educa  on, 
child jus  ce, family. More 
informa  on about the 
organisa  ons and the 
regions in Bulgaria where 
they are ac  ve you could 
fi nd at www.nmd.bg 

new organisa  ons, working 
for children and families 
have joined the Network 
in 2014. Two of the new 
members work in the area 
of educa  on, two – in the 
area of family and alterna  ve 
care, two organisa  ons 
work for jus  ce for children 
and one – in the area of 
health. These are: European 
Centre for Media  on and 
Arbitra  on – Ruse, Zhuleviat 
Dom Founda  on – Lesichevo, 
Tsvetan Tsanov Founda  on 
– Sofi a, Interna  onal Award 
of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Founda  on – Sofi a, Hope for 
Us Associa  on – Sofi a, Doctors 
of the World Associa  on – 
Bulgaria branch, Associa  on 
for Bulgarian Family Values, 
Tradi  ons and Culture 
Bulgarche.

were the par  cipa  ons of 
professionals, representa  ves 
of NGOs, State and local 
authori  es in the diff erent 
events, organized by the 
Na  onal Network for Children 
in 2014 г. 

These events allowed for 
exchange between the 
diff erent professionals and for 
presen  ng good prac  ces in 
all areas of child welfare.

In 2014 with the 
par  cipa  on of the en  re 
Network was developed the 
new Strategy of the Na  onal 
Network for Children for 
the period 2015 – 2020. 
Back in January 2014 was 
held the Conference of the 
Future where the new vision 
and the new mission of 
the Network were worked 
out, and the goals for the 
next period were outlined. 
Following discussions and 
consulta  ons the strategy 
was then adopted by the 
General Assembly in June 
2014, with three main 
priori  es: placing the child 
and family in the centre 
of the public life, child 
and youth par  cipa  on 
and development of the 
Network.

125 7 OverOver 760760
Network 
Strategy
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children and 6,729 
families were reached 
and supported 
through the work of 
the NNC members 
organisa  ons in 2014. 

professionals 
working with and 
for children and 
families were 
supported by the 
NNC members 
with trainings, 
qualifi ca  ons and 
supervision.

people did a 
voluntary work in 
the organisa  ons 
which are members 
of the NNC.

were the people 
who work with 
and for the 
NNC member 
organisa  ons.

Four are the main 
areas of infl uence 
which cover also 
the NNC thema  c 
working groups 
– Family, Health, 
Educa  on and Child 
Jus  ce.

94,141 3,134 1,553 
Almost 
1000

4 main 
areas
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is the grade of the 
Government in “Report 
Card 2014: What is the 
average Government 
score for childcare?”.  
For a third year in a row 
the report reviewed 
the progress of the 
government on its 
own commitments 
to children and made 
recommenda  ons for 
be  er implementa  on 
of the goals set.

opinions, statements 
and le  ers with 
proposals for changes 
in the child and family 
policies were sent by 
the Network to the 
government authori  es 
in the past year.

were the changes in 
policies and prac  ces 
for which the Na  onal 
Network for Children 
has contributed. 
Examples of such 
were the adopted 
recommenda  ons 
concerning the focus on 
and inclusion of single 
parents and 3+ children 
families in the target 
group of the Fund for 
European Aid to the 
Most Deprived (FEAD), 
which will be funded 
with resources from the 
EU Structural Funds; 
a working group on 
protec  on policies was 
formed following the 
opinion of the Network 
on the case of alleged 
sexual abuse in IV 
special school, cancelling 
the proposals for 
changes in the Fund for 
Treatment of Children, 
for closing down of the 
Na  onal Drug Addi  ons 
Centre, etc.

reports and analyses 
were dra  ed and 
promoted by the 
Na  onal Network 
for Children in 2014. 
These documents 
summarise diff erent 
prac  ces, surveys 
results and make 
recommenda  ons 
for be  er policies 
and prac  ces in the 
diff erent areas of child 
welfare.

were the working 
groups at diff erent 
government 
ins  tu  ons, where the 
Na  onal Network for 
Children took part.
Among the groups 
in which the NNC 
par  cipates are the 
Expert Group on 
Deins  tu  onalisa  on, 
Group on Child Safety, 
Na  onal Coordina  on 
Mechanism on Human 
Rights, working group 
for the Fund for 
European Aid to the 
Most Deprived (FEAD).

THE YEAR
IN POLICIES
FOR THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN BULGARIA

Average 3 Almost 50 1515 18 14



www.facebook.com/nmdbg  |  Annual Report 2014  |  5

In August the Network 
joined the Interna  onal 
Coali  on on the ra  fi ca-
 on and implementa  on 

of the Op  onal Protocol 
to the UN Conven  on on 
the Rights of the Child 
(RATIFY OP3 CRC). The 
Protocol allows children 
and their representa  ves 
to lodge complaints to 
the UN Commi  ee on 
the Rights of the Child, 
if they believe that the 
viola  on of their rights 
has not been adequately 
remedied in their own 
country. The Protocol was 
opened for signature on 
28 February 2012. 
The fi rst States that 
demonstrated their com-
mitment to the rights of 
the child and signed the 
document at the signing 
ceremony were: Austria, 
Belgium, Finland, 
Germany, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Montenegro, 
Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia and Spain. 

The Na  onal Network 
for Children issued an 
opinion on the need for 
urgent commitment to 
solving the crisis situa  on 
following the demoli  on 
of the illegal buildings 
in the Roma quarter in 
Stara Zagora and fi nding 
a permanent solu  on for 
the children and their 
families.
NNC insisted for 
developing a mechanism 
for sustainable solu  on 
of problems of such 
nature, which exist in 
many loca  ons across 
Bulgaria, in a way which 
is not threatening for the 
children, as well as for 
developing of a na  onal 
housing policy.

In 2014 again the 
Network con  nued 
to alert and insist on 
launching specifi c 
measures for the 
child refugees. The 
organisa  ons sent a 
strong posi  on on the 
occasion of not allowing 
some child refugees 
to start school in the 
village of Kalishte. We 
have also forwarded a 
special alert to the MoI, 
Na  onal Commission 
for Comba  ng Traffi  c 
in Human Beings, SACP 
and ASA concerning the 
increase in the number 
of unaccompanied 
child refugees in 
Stara Zagora and the 
poten  al for serious 
risks of traffi  cking and 
abuse by third par  es. 
The NNC con  nue to 
insist on priori  sing the 
work for developing a 
coordina  on mechanism 
for protec  on of 
unaccompanied minors.

concerning the viola-
 on of the rights of an 

8-year old boy – vic  m of 
sexual abuse. In an Open 
Le  er to the Council for 
Electronic Media and 
the competent authori-
 es, sent in August, the 

Network stated its 
objec  on to showing 
and interviewing child 
vic  ms of sexual abuse 
in the Bulgarian media.  
The organisa  on believes 
that broadcas  ng of such 
interviews is a direct 
viola  on of the rights 
of the child; it creates 
serious risks for the child 
health and development 
and is contrary to the 
interna  onal and Bulgar-
ian ethical standards in 
covering topics related 
to children. The outcome 
of this strong reac  on on 
the part of the Network 
was that the interview 
was removed from the 
website of the TV chan-
nel, and an administra-
 ve fi ne was imposed.

The NNC takes part in 5 
working groups for the de-
velopment of the Partner-
ship Agreement and the 
Opera  onal Programmes 
for the new programming 
period 2014-2020: Human 
Resources Development 
Opera  onal Programme, 
Science and Educa  on for 
Smart Growth Opera-
 onal Programme, Good 

Governance Opera  onal 
Programme ,and the 
Opera  onal Programme 
for the Fund for European 
Aid to the Most Deprived 
(FEAD). The Partnership 
Agreement with the Eu-
ropean Commission is the 
successor of the Na  onal 
Strategic Framework (the 
main document which 
served as the basis for 
nego  a  ng the absorp-
 on of the EU Funds 

2007–2013). The docu-
ment was signed on the 
7th of August and opened 
the way for inves  ng of 
EUR 7.6 billion in cohesion 
policy projects for the 
period 2014–2020.

‘All organisa  ons related to children 
should work for the best interest 
of each child.’

Art. 3
Conven  on on the Rights 

of the Child (publica  on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

3rd Optional 
protocol

Housing 
Policy

Child 
refugees Open letter

Operational 
programmes
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Report Card 2014: What is the average government score for childcare?
 is the annual report of the Na  onal network for Children about the 
progress of State ins  tu  ons in fulfi lment of their commitments toward 
the children of Bulgaria. The selec  on of topics and commitments is based 
on detailed review of all na  onal strategies, plans and programmes which 
concern policies and measures related to children. Commitments were 
split into fi ve main areas: General principles of the UN Conven  on on the 
Rights of the Child, Family environment and alterna  ve care, Educa  on, 
Healthcare and Child Jus  ce.
Report Card 2014 marks no signifi cant improvement in the government 
score in fulfi lment of their commitments toward the children: with lowest 
score awarded to the area of Child Jus  ce (2.90) due to the lack of progress 
on the plan for reform in child jus  ce. The highest score in the Report Card 
got the area of Healthcare – 3.21.
For the fi rst  me this year the Na  onal Network for Children issued the 
Report Card in two edi  ons. The popular one is aimed to engage parents, 
teachers, doctors, social workers, as well as everybody who cares about 
the problems of children in Bulgaria. The tradi  onal expert report is aimed 
at government authori  es and experts, ac  ve in the area of child and 
family policies.
The popular edi  on and 5 short fi lms, voiced over by popular actors and 
journalists presented some of the most urgent for solving problems and 
made some recommenda  ons for overcoming them. These will make 
known to more people what is the current situa  on with the rights of the 
children in Bulgaria; they will understand how they could help so that all 
Bulgarian children have a family, secure home, access to quality educa  on, 
effi  cient health care and child-friendly jus  ce.
Another novelty in Report Card 2014 is that it involved also the youth’s 
pint of view to the problems of the rights of the child in our country. 
10 young people – volunteers and clients of the Na  onal Network for 
Children member organisa  ons, carried out surveys and interviews of 
their own with representa  ves of government authori  es, NGOs and 
diff erent experts to assess the progress made by the State in 5 specifi c 
commitments: Are the school children’s councils (non) func  oning?, Who 
are the most common problems of foster parents?, Is the work of school 
psychologists effi  cient? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the 
school curriculum from the stand point of students and teachers?, and 
Availability and effi  ciency of the “Blue rooms”?
Both edi  ons of the Report Card, as well as the video clips may be found 
on the website of the Na  onal Network for Children – www.nmd.bg. 

2014 was not easy for the children and families in our country. 
The unstable poli  cal situa  on and changes of government 
did not contribute for stabilising the family support policies 
and the implementa  on of the planned key reforms in the 
areas of educa  on, child jus  ce and healthcare. Solving the 
demographic issue is not only about increasing the family 
incomes and encouraging the birth rate. There is a need to 
work for improving of all public services for children and 
families.

REPORT CARD 2014
What is the average Government score
for childcare?
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Child Policy Grade

UN Conven  on on the Rights of the Child Average 2.97

Family environment and alterna  ve care Average 2.98

Healthcare Average 3.21

Educa  on Average 3.11

Child jus  ce Average 2.90

The main 13 recommenda  ons in the Report Card which 
should lead to improving the lives and welfare of children 
in Bulgaria are the following:

1.    Ombudsman for Children to monitor for respec  ng the rights of 
children;

2.   Suffi  cient number of forms of childcare and support for the parents;

3.   Standards for preven  on of abandonment of babies;

4.    Increasing the number of social workers and improving the quality of 
social work;

5.    Elimina  ng  the disadop  on provision and the prac  ce of “secrecy of 
adop  on”;

6.    Improving the work related to the deins  tu  onalisa  on process and 
the foster care service;

7.   Crea  ng Maternal and Child Health Centres in all regions;

8.    Development of a network for psychiatric help and support for children 
and young people in the whole country;

9.    Taking urgent measures for reducing child mortality in the regions with 
highest rates;

10. Modernisa  on of Bulgarian school educa  on via new Educa  on Act;

11.  Building of specialised interviewing rooms for children following 
par  cular standards;

12. Developing services for children with behavioural problems;

13. Introducing a register of sex off enders against adults and children.
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The Na  onal Network for 
Children discussed the need for 
upda  ng the plan for closing 
down the homes for children 
so that the main eff orts should 
be aimed at suppor  ng the 
families and preven  on of 
abandonment. In the course 
of the year we insisted for the 
development of integrated 
services binding the material 
support with social work, as 
well as improving the effi  ciency 
of cash benefi ts and transfers. 
Par  cular a  en  on was 
drawn to the need for impact 
assessment of the services 
provided.

The Network provided opinion 
on the regular monitoring 
report on the progress of the 
implementa  on of the Vision 
for Deins  tu  onalisa  on. 

is a joint campaign of Eurochild 
and Hope and Homes for 
Children, aiming at the 
reform in the ins  tu  onal 
care for children in Europe. 
This ini  a  ve is implemented 
at European and na  onal 
levels in partnership with 
organisa  ons from 12 European 
countries including Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Greece, Hungary, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, 
Poland, Romania, Serbia and 
Ukraine.  The Na  onal Network 
for Children is a partner in 
the campaign and na  onal 
coordinator for Bulgaria.

One of the main ac  vi  es 
in 2014 was adap  ng a 
communica  on video clip 
about the campaign and 
holding a joint mee  ng on 
the problems and challenges 
of the deins  tu  onalisa  on 
process together with the 
Na  onal Associa  on of the 
Municipali  es in the Republic of 
Bulgaria (NAMRB).

FAMILY
The Na  onal Network for Children is working for providing family 
care for every child and a separate policy for family support.

THEMATIC AREA: 

Support for the families
‘Opening Doors 
for Europe’s Children’
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‘Children should not be separated from their 
parents unless it is for their own benefi t –  for 
example, if the parent mistreats or neglects 
a child. Children whose parents are separated 
have the right to remain in contact with both 
parents, unless this would harm them.’

Art. 3
Conven  on on the Rights 

of the Child (publica  on adapted
 for children, unicef.bg)

The NNC supported the 
Concept for a new Social 
Services Act as a step forward 
towards improving the policies 
and prac  ces in the area of 
social services and clarifying the 
ways in which they contribute 
to social inclusion and ensure 
the rights of the users. At 
the same  me the Network 
stressed that there is a need 
for the social services to be 
looked at as binding the social 
payments with social work, 
and to perceive the support 
as passive measures and cash 
benefi ts. We stressed on the 
need for targeted ac  vi  es for 
improving the capacity of the 
system of social services.

We believe that the topic of 
adop  on, the problems in 
its implementa  on and the 
poten  al for overcoming them 
should be priori  sed within 
the na  onal policy for the 
child and the family, including 
the implementa  on of the 
na  onal strategy “Vision for 
the Deins  tu  onalisa  on of 
the Children in the Republic of 
Bulgaria”. The Na  onal Network 
for Children is advoca  ng 
for easing the regime and 
the procedure for obtaining 
informa  on about the birth 
origin and developing a 
mandatory package of services 
for support of prospec  ve 
adop  ve parents and adop  ve 
parents.

The Na  onal Network for 
Children did object against 
presen  ng the foster care as 
a business endeavour and to 
the a  acks to foster parents in 
the country. We appeal to not 
confront and divide the parents 
into birth and foster parents, 
but to talk about the needs of 
children and how these could 
be best met. We believe that 
every child needs and has the 
right to live and develop in a 
family, to have childhood and 
future. The Network joined the 
posi  on of Coali  on Childhood 
2025 which called for changes 
in the proposal for a fi nancial 
standard of the foster care 
service.

The le  er drew the a  en  on to 
the fact that it was necessary for 
the fi nancial standard to comply 
with the need to support the 
process of placing the child 
in foster family, as well as to 
increase the number of social 
workers so that they could more 
adequately support the children 
and families.

About the social 
services Adoption Foster Care
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The Na  onal Network for Children is working for achieving 
func  onal literacy and numeracy for all children, so that they could 
become compe   ve and ac  ve ci  zens, capable of cri  cal thinking 
and making free choices.

EDUCATION
THEMATIC AREA:

The Na  onal Network for Children was 
working ac  vely in 2014 as well for 
developing the support for children in 
their yearly years. Integrated programmes 
for the youngest children help compensate 
for the disadvantaged situa  on, which is 
the main method for comba  ng poverty. 
In 2014 the Na  onal Network for Children 
organised three working visits to prac  ces 
abroad. Over 20 professionals working 
with very young children par  cipated 
in these visits; a Handbook on yearly 
childhood development and care was 
also dra  ed, which involved a review of 
policies and prac  ces for early childhood 
development. A high-level conference was 
organized to draw the a  en  on to the 
need for work focused on that topic.

The Network sent a posi  on to the 
Ministry of Educa  on and Science 
opposing to the planned suspension of the 
scholarships for talented children, focusing 
on the right of all children to be supported 
in what they are good at, and the need 
for the scholarships to be considered also 
as a tool for fi gh  ng poverty and social 
exclusion.

The Na  onal Network for Children issued 
an opinion concerning the dra   curricula 
for preschool educa  on and prepara  on. 
In its posi  on the Network proposed 
the programmes instead of “school 
curricula”, to be called “programmes 
for early childhood educa  on and 
care”, since this will change their focus 
towards opportuni  es for learning and 
development. The understanding of the 
NNC member organisa  ons is that the 
approach proposed in the development 
of the chapter for the interac  on 
between family and kindergarten meets 
in much higher extend the needs of the 
kindergarten, rather than those of the 
parents, and thus calls into ques  on the 
opportunity to develop rela  onships of 
equality and partnership. 

Early Childhood 
Development

Developing the talents 
of every child School Curricula
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‘All children and young people are en  tled to ba-
sic educa  on which shall be free. Rich countries 
should support the poor countries in achieving this. 
Discipline in schools should respect human dignity. 
Young people should be encouraged to reach the 
highest educa  onal levels they are able to.’

Art. 28
„Конвенция за правата 
на детето” (адаптирано 

издание за деца, unicef.bg)

The Network made a comment on 
the Strategy for the development of 
the pedagogical staff  in support of the 
adop  on of such a document as a step 
forward towards improving the quality 
of educa  on. The NNC made a general 
recommenda  on that school and teachers 
should be reviewed as one professional 
community and that there should be an 
emphasis on the development of the 
skills for school leadership – training 
the school and kindergarten directors 
in management, so that they could 
best manage their schools. A  en  on 
was drawn also to the need for clear 
framework of quali  es and skills that 
teachers need in order to work effi  ciently 
with children and young people, as well 
as to the need for a system of supervision, 
performance appraisal and analysis of the 
professional achievements.

The NNC issued an opinion on the Strategy 
for encouraging and improving literacy, 
highligh  ng that the goal of the educa  on 
system should be, upon school gradua  on 
the students to have all the skills and 
competences to be fully involved in the 
community life – at school, local, na  onal 
and interna  onal levels. Furthermore the 
Network urged for providing suffi  cient 
number of places at kindergartens and 
nurseries and introducing good prac  ces 
for children under 7, as well as introducing 
fl exible and alterna  ve forms of preschool 
educa  on so that more families could use 
the opportuni  es for early educa  on and 
care.

Against the dra   amendments of 
Ordinance No.5/15.05.2003 concerning 
the evalua  on and approval of textbooks 
and teaching aids
The Na  onal Network for Children 
expressed its disagreement with the dra   
amendments of the Ordinance.
We believe that introducing a single 
textbook will reduce the aim of the 
educa  on to only mechanical reproduc  on 
of its contents, and thus Bulgarian 
educa  on will go even further away from 
the need to develop in students various 
types of competences and life skills. In our 
view the approval and publishing of only 
one textbook would show lack of trust 
in the teacher – that they will be able to 
work in a crea  ve and interac  ve way with 
the children, making use of the variety of 
opportuni  es provided by our high-tech 
 mes. 

Strategy for the 
deve-lopment of teachers

Functional 
literacy

Ordinance 
No.5/15.05.2003
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The Na  onal Network for Children is working for the physical, 
mental and social welfare of all children through providing healthy 
environment and access to quality health services.

HEALTH
THEMATIC AREA:

or Pay it forward.
The Na  onal Network for Children sent a 
le  er to the Associa  on of Employers in 
the Healthcare to use Haskovo General 
Hospital good prac  ce and engage 
health mediators to support the work of 
hospitals and improve the health of their 
pa  ents from ethnic minori  es and/or 
not health insured. 

In its opinion concerning the proposed 
amendments in the Health Insurance Act 
the NNC underlined that improving the 
access to and the quality of healthcare 
should be an ac  vity of utmost priority 
in the MoH agenda and of the State in 
general. The Network reminded that 
fi rst should come the ensuring of equal 
access to quality health services for all 
children. Another focus in the Network 
statement was the need for introducing 
integrated health-educa  onal-social 
services. 

The Na  onal Network for Children 
believes that besides the analysis of the 
need for doctors and doctors in dental 
medicine, as well as for the number of 
beds in hospitals, the Na  onal Health 
Map should be dra  ed also a  er an in-
depth analysis of morbidity and specifi c 
health needs of the popula  on in the 
28 regions in the country. The Network 
alerts also about the lack of strategy and 
measures for ac  on in case one region 
needs specifi c medical professionals and 
they are not enough, as well as about the 
need for specifi c mechanisms on how 
the Na  onal Health Map shall guarantee 
the minimum package of health services 
and secure access to healthcare for all 
ci  zens especially for children.

Promoting 
good experience Health Insurance

National 
Health Map 
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‘Children have a right to high quality health 
care, clean water, nutri  ous food and clean 
environment in order to be healthy. 
Rich countries should help poor countries 
to achieve this.‘

Art. 24
Conven  on on the Rights 

of the Child (publica  on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

Another focus in our advocacy 
work was also the need 
for crea  ng a strategy for 
development, reten  on and 
increasing the mo  va  on 
for work among the medical 
professionals in the country.

As part of the Coali  on 
Childhood -2025, the Na  onal 
Network for Children is 
advoca  ng for changing the 
proposed regula  on in the 
Health Act of the health-
social services for children 
in order to avoid the risk of 
ins  tu  onalisa  on of the 
youngest children at risk of 
abandonment.
The organisa  ons insist 
on more precise wording 
and criteria for this type of 
services, widening the types 
of service providers and fi xing 
a maximum period of stay of 
children in a residen  al-type 
service, in order to minimize 
their stay out of family 
environment.

The Na  onal Network for 
Children stood behind the 
le  er concerning the dra   
standard for viability of the 
premature babies which 
requires higher birth weight 
and more advanced stage 
of gesta  on, and survival 
for 3 days a  er birth of a 
premature baby if born 
below these criteria. In fact 
raising the requirements in 
the standard would take a 
high number of premature 
babies out of the category 
“poten  ally viable” thus 
moving the borderline 
between birth and abor  on, 
leaving the births of babies 
below this standard with fatal 
outcome as “abor  on” in the 
sta  s  cs. 

Unfortunately despite 
the concerns related to 
manipula  on of sta  s  cs on 
perinatal mortality rate these 
changes were adopted with 
the amendments in Ordinance 
19 of 22.12.2014 for approval 
of the medical standard 
“Obstetrics and Gynaecology”.

Invest-
ments

Health-social 
services Premature babies
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The Na  onal Network for Children is working for jus  ce consistent 
with the interests and the age of children, providing them with the 
necessary care, child-friendly process and procedures.

CHILD JUSTICE
THEMATIC AREA:

In 2014 the Network con  nued to 
advocate for repealing the Act for 
Comba  ng An  -Social Behaviour of Minor 
and Underage Children (ACABMUC). In 
February we alerted the authori  es about 
the serious viola  ons of the rights of 
the children placed in Social-Educa  onal 
Boarding Schools which were iden  fi ed 
also during SACP inspec  ons in 2013. The 
results show that the system in its current 
form has exhausted its capacity because 
children in confl ict with the law have 
problems which could not be recognized. 
In fact children who need protec  on, 
instead of help under the Child Protec  on 
Act (CPA) get sanc  ons under the 
ACABMUC and are being placed in special 
schools for upbringing and educa  on 
which is a viola  on of their rights.

The Na  onal Network for Children 
is advoca  ng for a completely new 
modern law on child jus  ce which would 
determine who are the children to be 
covered by the child jus  ce system, what 
this system should aim to achieve, what 
resources should be made available to it, 
and how will the coordina  on with the 
child protec  on system, police, educa  on 
and healthcare be implemented.

The children placed in the Social-
Educa  onal Boarding Schools (SEBS) 
and Correc  onal Boarding Schools (CBS) 
have mainly status off ences – running 
away from home, from school, vagrancy, 
begging, pros  tu  on. Studies show that 
almost all children manifested an  -social 
behaviour because they have been 
deprived of parental care and control and 
did not have adequate living condi  ons. 
The families were not provided with the 
support needed to prevent the nega  ve 
consequences for children. A  er the child 
is placed in the boarding school the Child 
Protec  on Department, a service provider 
or another authority do not work with 
the parents or rela  ves to improve their 
parental capacity in order to help the 
reintegra  on in the family. It is necessary 
to invest in specialised preven  on 
and early interven  on services, and 
alterna  ve forms, so that the children and 
families may get effi  cient support.

Repealing the Act for Combating
Anti-Social Behaviour of Minor
and Underage Children Child Justice 

Reform in the Social-Educational 
Boarding Schools and Correctional 
Boarding Schools  
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‘Children who break the law should not be 
treated with cruelty. They should not be 
detained in prisons with adults and should 
con  nue to maintain contact with their families.’

Art. 37
Conven  on on the Rights 

of the Child (publica  on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

is the  tle of the opinion of the Na  onal 
Network for Children on the occasion 
of a report for a child vic  m of sexual 
abuse in a special school in Sofi a. 
The Network insisted for urgent and 
coordinated ac  vi  es by the authori  es 
for inves  ga  ng the report and taking 
relevant ac  ons on the case. The opinion 
discussed the vulnerability of children 
with disabili  es and the problems with 
the coordinated interac  on between the 
authori  es involved in child protec  on.

Alterna  ves to Custody for Young 
Off enders – Developing Intensive and 
Remand Fostering Programmes is the 
 tle of a project under DAPHNE III 

Programme for developing a model 
of good prac  ce for intensive and 
specialised foster care for young 
off enders. This is happening with the 
ac  ve par  cipa  on of young people 
who have been detained for off ences.

The Na  onal Network for Children 
dra  ed an opinion on the dra   for new 
Penal Code of the Republic of Bulgaria, 
insis  ng on cancelling  the secrecy of 
adop  on, strengthening the penal  es 
for sexual exploita  on of minors 
and introducing legal defi ni  on for 
computer crime as part of the eff orts 
for transposing the EU direc  ves into 
the Bulgarian legisla  on.

‘Who would believe 
an autistic child?’ Young off enders

New 
Penal Code
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CHILD PARTICIPATION
Why child par  cipa  on? Because there is no way that you could work for somebody 
without asking them what they think about that. Child par  cipa  on is a leading principle in 
promo  ng the rights and welfare of children – every child should be able to par  cipate in 
the process of making the decisions that aff ect them, to share their views which should be 
given due weight. This is the only way children may learn to form and express their opinion, 
to take responsibility for their par  cipa  on and decisions. The decisions of the adults should 
be consistent with what children think and feel. We believe that only through the child 
par  cipa  on we could be sure that were are indeed a network for children.

The Youth Network 
Megaphone is the way we 
off er to children and young 
people to get involved in 
the work of the Na  onal 
Network for Children. 
Megaphone members are 
children and young people, 
most o  en volunteers or 
clients of NNC member 
organisa  ons who have 
expressed their willingness 
and are commi  ed to 
par  cipate in the ac  vi  es of 
the Network.

In 2014 with respect to the 
new strategy of the Na  onal 
Network for Children for 
2015-2020 and in order to 
improve their own work, 
Megaphone is working on 
their vision for development. 
The work on that vision, 
together with the members 
and all involved adults and 
professionals con  nues, 

however the priori  es and 
the ways of work which the 
young people developed 
for their own work within 
the Na  onal Network for 
Children and elsewhere are 
already in place.

Another achievement of 
the young people is that 
they already have their own 
website and Facebook page, 
developed thanks to the 
project Megaphone: child 
and youth par  cipa  on 
for be  er ci  zenship, 
fi nanced by the NGO 
Programme in Bulgaria 
under the EEA Financial 
Mechanism2009-2014. 

You can fi nd them at: 
www.megaphone.nmd.bg, and 
 .com/megaphone.nmd.bg. 

This year again con  nued the 
hard work to increase the 
knowledge and skills of both 
children and young people, 
and the adult professionals 
working with them with 
respect to the rights of the 
child, and in par  cular the 
right to par  cipa  on. In 2014 
were held the annual events 
with this objec  ve – the Spring 
Camp, the Child and Youth 
Panel at the Annual Mee  ng 
of the Na  onal Network for 
Children and the Autumn 
Camp.  The Spring Camp is 
aimed at planning for the 
year and improving the work 
of Megaphone; the Child 
and Youth Panel is seeking to 
provide to the young people 
and the adults in the Na  onal 
Network for Children a place 
and  me for mee  ng and 
working together; and the 
Autumn Camp is the moment 

when new children and 
young people join the work of 
Megaphone.

On 20 November 2014 on the 
occasion of 25th anniversary 
of the adop  on of the UN 
Conven  on on the Rights 
of the Child, young people 
from the Youth Network 
Megaphone had a public 
event in the centre of the 
capital city trying to a  ract the 
public a  en  on to the right 
of the children to par  cipate 
as a leading principle in the 
commitment of adults and 
ins  tu  ons to them.

Youth Network  ‘Megaphone’ Events
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‘Children have the right to give 
their opinion when adults are 
making decisions that aff ect them 
and have their opinion taken into 
considera  on.’

Art. 12
Conven  on on the Rights 

of the Child (publica  on adapted
for children, unicef.bg)

Serious a  en  on in 2014 was 
paid to the various types of 
support for the professionals 
and the organisa  ons 
working with children within 
and outside the Na  onal 
Network for Children.

As a result of a comple  on 
held in spring were iden  fi ed 
fi ve good prac  ces for child 
and youth par  cipa  on, 
which were subsequently 
visited by almost 100 
professionals from all 
across the country as an 
opportunity to exchange 
experience, resources and 
create new partnerships.

More on the iden  fi ed good 
prac  ces and the overall 
eff orts of the Na  onal 
Network for Children to 
support the professionals 
in their work for promo  on 
of the rights of children 
and improving their welfare 
you may fi nd in the new 
publica  on Why child 
par  cipa  on? Answers from 
Bulgaria.

In addi  on to being a 
convenient theore  c and 
prac  cal resource on 
the topic, the document 
introduces also simple 
steps which anybody could 
undertake if they are 
willing to contribute to the 
promo  on of the right of 
children to par  cipate in 
Bulgaria.

In support of the adults and civil society organisations, 
engaged with the right of children to participate…
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44
nominated

Over 

40,000
The School as 
a Community Centre 

THE YEAR IN 
CAMPAIGNS AND PROJECTS

44 individuals and 
ins  tu  ons were nominated 
for the awards for 
contribu  on to the life and 
welfare of Bulgarian children 
Golden Apple in 2014.

are the followers of the 
Na  onal Network for 
Children in Facebook and 
their number is growing. 
The NNC website has almost 
18,000 visits per month. 
More and more people are 
interested in the topics of 
children and families, raised 
by the Network.
You may also like our page 
in the social media 
www.facebook.com/nmdbg 
and visit our website 
www.nmd.bg 

In the past year the Net-
work made the fi rst steps 
in the development of a 
model which would allow the 
school to become a centre 
of its community and use in 
the best possible way its re-
sources in order to engage all 
stakeholders in the support 
for child development.
The school as a community 
centre is diff erent  from the 
tradi  onal type of schools in 
that it not only seeks to off er 
to its students educa  onal 
product but also tries to turn 
into a resource centre for 
services for the en  re com-
munity. This model would 
a  ract to educa  on and 
school life parents, families, 
signifi cant adults,
public fi gures, who have 
important suppor  ng role in 
the lives of children. 

Thus the parents become 
ac  ve par  cipants in all 
processes and may contrib-
ute with ideas, resources 
and prac  cal experience in 
making important deci-
sions for the management 
of the school, its vision and 
strategies for educa  on. In 
turn the students and the 
teachers shall receive the 
necessary support in case of 
problems and challenges for 
which it is diffi  cult for them 
to fi nd the necessary  me, 
strengths and solu  ons to 
deal with. This would turn 
the school into a live and 
ac  ve network and the best 
possible environment for 
the development of young 
people.
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The Bulgarian Associa  on 
of Adop  ve Parents and 
Adopted – BAAA together 
with the Na  onal Network 
for Children organised the 
fi rst Na  onal Informa  on 
Day on Adop  on which 
was held in 15 towns in the 
country. It was joined by 
19 centres which provide 
services in support of 
children and families. 
Every Centre had prepared 
a special programme to 
help the understanding of 
adop  on and to show to the 
adop  ve parents, adopted 
children and prospec  ve 
adop  ve parents where and 
how they can fi nd support.

representa  ves of networks 
for children, the European 
Commission, the UN 
Commi  ee on the Rights 
of the Child and UNICEF 
from 30 European countries 
gathered together in April 
in Sofi a at the Seventh 
Regional Mee  ng. The forum 
aimed to contribute to the 
planning of joint ac  vi  es for 
be  er policies for children 
and families in Europe. 
The mee  ng was hosted 
by the Na  onal Network 
for Children and was co-
organised by the European 
children’s network Eurochild, 
the coali  on for child 
protec  on in the wider Black 
Sea area ChildPact, Child 
Rights Connect and UNICEF.

The Na  onal Network for 
Children has been working 
ac  vely again in 2014 for 
the development of support 
for children in their yearly 
years. The early childhood 
development involves 
physical development 
and health, cogni  ve and 
language development, as 
well as acquiring important 
social and emo  onal skills 
by the child from birth 
un  l turning 8. In 2014 
the Na  onal Network for 
Children organised 3 working 
visits to prac  ces abroad 
with over 20 par  cipants – 
professionals working with 
the youngest children; a 
Handbook on early childhood 
development and care was 
dra  ed containing review 
of the policies and good 
prac  ces of NNC member 
organisa  ons in the area of 

educa  on and care in early 
childhood. In November in 
partnership with UNICEF and 
For Our Children Founda  on 
was organised a conference 
a  ended by more than 100 
professionals from diff erent 
sectors of the work with 
children, where various 
good prac  ces, analyses 
and recommenda  ons in 
the area of early childhood 
development were 
presented.

Adop  on Over 80 Early Childhood Development
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ANNUAL 
‘GOLDEN APPLE’ AWARDS
On the eve of First of June the Na  onal Network for Children presented 
its annual awards for contribu  on to the life and welfare of Bulgarian 
children Golden Apple. The ceremony took place in the Sofi a Puppet 
Theatre.

Golden Apple in the 
category Child’s Hero 
was awarded to the 
team of 40th Secondary 
School Louis Pasteur in 
Sofi a which managed 
to renovate the school 
building and to double 
the number of classes 
of fi rst graders. School 
doors are open for all 
children irrespec  ve 
of their ethnicity or 
whether they have 
special educa  onal 
needs.

The Na  onal Network 
for Children presented 
this year’s Special Golden 
Apple award to the 
European Commissioner 
Kristalina Georgieva. 
The mo  va  on for that 
was the special a  en  on 
and compassion she has 
been demonstra  ng 
from the beginning 
of her mandate for 
the problems and the 
situa  on of Bulgarian 
children. Despite her 
busy interna  onal work, 
Commissioner Georgieva 
has maintained regular 
contact with Bulgarian 
children and their 
families, suppor  ng 
various campaigns 
involved with children 
and their educa  on. 

The Overall Contribu  on 
award went to Dr. 
Rumyana Kraleva for 
her many years of 
work to improve the 
lives of children with 
disabili  es. She was one 
of the fi rst ac  vists to 
help dozens of children 
and young people grow 
up happy, and to raise 
the awareness of the 
problem of the social 
exclusion of children 
with developmental 
problems.

As Poli  cian at na  onal 
level was awarded the 
MEP Maria Gabriel, 
nominated for her eff orts 
to improve the ac  vity 
and knowledge about 
Europe of children and 
young people, and for 
her work on the issues 
of maternal and child 
health.

The statue  e for 
contribu  on in the 
category Poli  cian at 
Local Level was awarded 
to Vladimir Moskov, 
Mayor of Gotse Delchev 
municipality, for his 
ac  ve support to schools 
and kindergartens, 
vulnerable groups and 
ini  a  ves aimed at 
children.

Child’s Hero
Special 
Award

Overall 
Contribution

Politician 
at National 
Level

Politician at 
Local Level
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In 2014 for the Golden Apple awards were nominated 23 individuals and ins  tu  ons, by 14 organisa  ons, in 
6 categories: journalist, municipality, poli  cian at local level, poli  cian at na  onal level, school and hospital. 
In addi  on were told over 20 stories of heroes from the whole country – ordinary people who did something 
signifi cant for the children.

The Na  onal Network for Children launched the Golden Apple awards to honour the contribu  on of public fi gures, 
ordinary people and organisa  ons, who with their work have contributed to the improvement of the life and 
welfare of Bulgarian children.

The goal of the awards is to promote the need for paying special a  en  on to the children and observing their rights 
at all public levels as well as to encourage the good prac  ces in all areas of child life and welfare. The nomina  ons 
in the diff erent categories were made by the NNC members – 125 civil society organisa  ons in the whole country 
working with and for children and families.

Luba Yordanova was 
awarded with Journalist 
of the Year. With 
her ar  cles Fund for 
Delayed Treatment, Get 
Thinking, Deep in the 
Drawer and Included, 
but not Locked up, she 
has refl ected on and 
drawn public a  en  on 
to key issues aff ec  ng 
the lives of Bulgarian 
children and families.

The targeted and 
consistent eff orts of 
Kozloduy Municipality, 
together with all 
the ins  tu  ons 
and organisa  ons 
concerned with 
safeguarding the child 
welfare, for improving 
the lives of children 
were highly appreciated 
by the jury. The team 
of the municipality was 
able to signifi cantly 
reduce the number of 
school dropouts from 
26 for the 2011-2012 
school year to 11 for 
2012-2013.

Paisii Hilendarsky 
Secondary School – 
Zla  tsa, was awarded 
the chocolate statue  e 
for their prac  ce in 
teaching ci  zenship to 
children. Children who 
take this course build 
good rela  onships 
and acquire skills 
for self-expression 
and protec  ng their 
own interests, gain 
confi dence and prepare 
for their role as ac  ve 
adult ci  zens.

The dedicated work of 
the Centre for Mental 
Health – Ruse, to 
provide an integrated 
service for extended 
free psycho-therapeu  c 
care for children and 
young people with 
mental health problems 
and psychological 
support for parents, was 
awarded by the jury in 
the Hospital category.

The Public Choice Award 
went to Darina Ivanova, 
whose life has been 
dedicated to children 
and young people from 
Varna. What has united 
all her eff orts during her 
long career has been 
helping young people to 
pursue their ideas and 
encouraging them to be 
ac  ve ci  zens.

Journalist
Munici-
pality School Hospital

Public 
Choice 
Award
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‘DO YOU KNOW?’ 
CAMPAIGN

DO YOU KNOW? Campaign of the Na  onal Network for 
Children was launched on the day of celebra  ng the 
25th anniversary of the adop  on of the UN Conven  on 
on the Right of the Child.

On the occasion of this anniversary the Na  onal 
Network for Children asked the ques  on Do you know? 
aiming to raise the public awareness to the rights of 
the child. Part of the campaign were a Manifest, 3 
short video clips focusing on the right to opinion, the 
right to par  cipa  on in decision making, the right to 
protec  on from abuse, Which right of the child do you 
protect?  Facebook applica  on, as well as an interview 
with Alyson Schafer – Canadian psychotherapist and 
paren  ng expert.

Observing the rights of children is essen  al for their 
development, as well as for their growing up as 
successful and responsible adults.

For the past years a lot of eff orts were made for 
improving the lives of Bulgarian children. This involved 
the adop  on of the Child Protec  on Act and building 
the child protec  on system, developing support 
services for families and alterna  ves to placements in 
ins  tu  ons, support for inclusive educa  on, etc. At the 
same  me a number of facts suggest that children are 
s  ll not priority for us as a State and society. 
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There is a need for systema  c and consistent work to 
guarantee the sustainability of the ac  vi  es and eff orts made 
for ensuring the rights of children, which involves:

1.     Adop  on of a single legal act regula  ng as a whole the 
a   tude to children as subjects of rights, and not just 
objects of protec  on.

2.     Development of independent family support policy, which 
would include measures for suppor  ng the birth rate, the 
employment of parents, social assistance and tax reliefs, 
housing, as well as support services for families and 
children in crisis situa  on.

3.     Development and adop  on of mul  sectoral framework 
for integrated polices and approaches in the area of early 
childhood development.

4.      Modernising the educa  onal environment for our 
children. Access to school, kindergarten and nursery 
should be provided to all children, and parents should 
be ac  vely involved in the educa  on of their children.

5.     Reforming the jus  ce for children.  This includes adop  on 
of a Child Jus  ce Act and repeal of the Act for Comba  ng 
An  -Social Behaviour of Minor and Underage Children, 
which is of a repressive nature and does not comply with 
the interna  onal acts and modern approaches in the 
work with children in confl ict with the law.

The Na  onal Network for Children will con  nue to advocate 
for and support the implementa  on of the commitments of 
Bulgaria, made with the signing of the UN Conven  on on the 
Rights of the Child.

The rights of the child are not something 
wri  en on paper or idle cha  er, but need 
to be implemented every day for every 
child. 

25 years ago the States which signed the 
UN Conven  on on the Rights of the Child 
agreed to guarantee that these rights will 
be respected for every individual under 18, 
regardless of their race, religion, abili  es or 
family.
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In October 2014 the Na  onal Network for Children launched its 
project The School as a Community Centre.

This model of organising the school life is diff erent from the 
tradi  onal type of school in that it seeks to off er to the students 
not only educa  onal product but to become an open to the 
community centre.

In this way parents, families, cultural and educa  onal 
ins  tu  ons, business, NGOs and local authority representa  ves 
become ac  ve par  cipants in all processes and contribute with 
ideas, resources and prac  cal experience in making important 
decisions about the school management, its vision and 
educa  on strategies.

In turn the students and the teachers receive the necessary 
support in case of problems and challenges for which in the 
current situa  on it is diffi  cult for them to fi nd the necessary 
 me, strengths and solu  ons to deal with. Thus the school 

turns into a live and ac  ve network and the best possible 
environment for the development of young people. The 13 
schools where the project will start were appointed a  er a 
compe   on launched in the end of October 2014 with 167 
candidates from the whole country.

The schools were selected in three stages – fi rst stage – short 
ques  onnaires with general informa  on about the school, 
the social environment where it operates and its vision for 
development; second stage reached by 40 schools – they 
fi lled out extended ques  onnaires and analysed their progress 
against the interna  onal standards for development of 
community schools and presented their long term development 
strategy. At the third stage of selec  on, a team from the 
Na  onal Network for Children visited the schools on the spot 
and interviewed directors, students, teachers, parents and 
schools’ partners.

‘THE SCHOOL AS 
A COMMUNITY CENTER’
PROJECT
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The selected schools are:

• Secondary School “Vasil Levski” –  Valchi dol;
• Primary School “Ivan Vazov”  – Gorna Oryahovitsa;
• Primary School “Neophyte Rilski” – Dermantsi;
•  Humanitarian Secondary School “St. St. Cyril and 

Methodius” – Dobrich;
•  Secondary School “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” – 

Graf Igna  evo;
• Primary School “Vasil Levski” – Karadzhovo;
• Secondary School “Bacho Kiro” – Pavlikeni;
• Secondary School “Nesho Bonchev” – Panagyurishte;
• Primary School “Good Voynikov” – Pobeda;
• Primary School “Vasil Levski” – Pravets;
• Primary School “N.Y.Vaptsarov” – Selanovtsi;
• Primary school “Dimitar Petrov” – Sliven; and
• 26 Secondary School “Yordan Yovkov” –  Sofi a.

The 13 selected schools were announced at the Hall of French 
ins  tute in Sofi a. A special part of the event was the public 
speech of Chris Jones, execu  ve director of Interna  onal 
Centre for Excellence of Community Schools, Coventry, UK. 
She presented the history and development of the model 
across the world and the benefi ts of its implementa  on for 
improving the lives of children and their families.

Representa  ves of the teams of the selected school had a 
3-day intensive training with Chris Jones and Elena Fomina – 
execu  ve director of Centre for Community Partnerships, 
Krasnoyarsk, Russia, where they were introduced to the main 
concepts of the model and got acquainted with tools and 
methods to be used by them to start the transforma  on of 
their schools. Each school will s  ll have to develop their own 
development plan in line with the iden  fi ed strengths and 
weaknesses, opportuni  es and threats. 

With the help of moderators – representa  ves of NNC 
member organisa  ons will be delivered trainings and 
workshops addressing the main needs of schools and 
communi  es.

The project goal is to gathered and use most effi  ciently 
the resources, exper  se and capacity of the NNC member 
organisa  ons . This will create mul  ple new contacts and 
will allow expanding the ac  vi  es and interac  ons with new 
partners within and outside of the Network.
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NETWORK 
DEVELOPMENT

consulta  ons were provided 
by the Na  onal Network 
for Children to its members 
and other organisa  ons. 
The consulta  ons covered 
all the issues of concern 
to the Network members 
– form connec  ng with 
partners and support for 
organising various events, 
to consulta  on on project 
proposals.

are the sustainable 
partnerships between 
organisa  ons, created 
through the Network, 
which helped them get new 
opportuni  es to care for the 
children they work with.  

is the value of the dona  ons 
which reached the member 
organisa  ons through the 
intermediary of the Na  onal 
Network for Children. The 
dona  ons were mainly in 
the form of various hygiene 
products, which were 
distributed to the families 
the organisa  ons are working 
with. A big part of the 
dona  ons were directed to 
the families – vic  ms of the 
fl oods in 2014.

for work with children and 
families were promoted by 
the Network in the past year. 
These good prac  ces are 
in all areas of child welfare 
– from early childhood 
care and preven  on of 
dropping out of school to 
inter-municipal coopera  on 
for be  er care. They all are 
available at the NNC website: 
www.nmd.bg 

107 8
Over 
10,000 48 good 

practices
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Thematic 
working groups

International relations

for the members of the 
Na  onal Network for Children 
were delivered in 2014.
Three of these were study 
visits with prac  cal training 
and exchange of experience 
in the area of early childhood 
development and educa  on. 
The other three trainings were 
aimed at the development of 
the organisa  onal capacity for 
advocacy, team management 
and inclusion of children and 
young people.

Four are the thema  c 
groups the NNC member 
organisa  ons work in – Family 
with 45 par  cipants, Health 
with 26 par  cipants, Educa  on 
– with 65, and Child Jus  ce – 
with 22. The role of the groups 
is to provide the organisa  ons 
with opportuni  es to exchange 
experience and good prac  ces, 
as well as to put for discussion 
main topics for the advocacy 
ac  vity of the Network.

The Na  onal Network for 
Children is a member and 
na  onal partner of the 
European children‘s network 
Eurochild, and the NNC 
Execu  ve Director George 
Bogdanov is a member of 
its Management Board. The 
Network takes part in the 
groups Support for the Families, 
Child Par  cipa  on, and Children 
in Alterna  ve Care.

The NNC is co-founder of the 
coali  on for child protec  on 
in the wider Black Sea area 
ChildPact, which is working to 
create protec  on mechanisms 
and their funding – for the 
children in the Black Sea 
region. ChildPact members are 
coali  ons for children from 
Serbia, Romania, Moldova, 
Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Georgia and Kosovo. The 
organisa  on is a member also 
of the Interna  onal Step by 
Step Associa  on which is ac  ve 
in the area of early childhood 
development.

6 
trainings 
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FINANCIAL REPORT
In the past year the National Network for Children implemented activities related to training, 
exchange of experience and good practices in Bulgaria and abroad, successful campaigns, child 
participation, strategic planning, etc. The implementation of big part of the commitments made 
was possible due to the trust of our partners and funding organisations.

In 2014 approved for fi nancing were 
the following projects: Megaphone: child 
and youth par  cipa  on, under the NGO 
Programme in Bulgaria fi nanced by the 
EEA Financial Mechanism 2009-2014 
and Open Society Ins  tute; The School 
as a Community Centre Project, fi nanced 
by Charles Stewart Mo   Founda  on;  
For the Rights of All Bulgarian Children 
fi nanced by OAK Founda  on which will 
be the basis for the ac  ves envisaged 
in the NNC Strategy 2015 – 2020, as 
well as for the development of regional 
coordina  on, which will be launched in 
2015; 

Steps towards stronger civil society 
sector for inclusive childhood 
development in Bulgaria fi nanced by 
UNICEF Bulgaria.

The NNC is taking part in a partnership 
project with the Bulgarian Academy 
of Sciences and Child and Space 
Associa  on – Vision for family policy 
in support of children and families in 
Bulgaria, which started in November 
2014, and has dura  on of 18 months.

2014 was successful also for the fi nal 
repor  ng of 3 big projects, which started 
their ac  vi  es in 2012–2013; 

for 8 projects which started their 
ac  vi  es in 2014, and have submi  ed 
interim reports to the donor 
organisa  ons with verifi ed expenditure.   

•   Exchange and Coopera  on for 
Improving Child Welfare Project, 
under Human Resources Development 
Opera  onal Programme, launched in 
2013 with implementa  on period of 
18 months – fi nal report;

•   Child in Focus Project, fi nanced by 
OAK Founda  on, launched in 2011 
with implementa  on period of 36  
months – fi nal report;

Annex 2 to Na  onal Accoun  ng Standard 9 

INCOME STATEMENT
NATIONAL NETWORK FOR CHILDREN ASSOCIATION, BULSTAT Code: 175121020 

for the period 01.01.2014 – 31.12.2014
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•   Project under Daphne Programme 
started in 2013 with implementa  on 
period 24 months – fi nal report;

•   Strengthening the Development of 
the Organisa  onal Capacity Project, 
fi nanced by the Bulgarian-Swiss 
Coopera  on Programme – started 
in 2013 with implementa  on period 
of 26 months; submi  ed 4 interim 
reports with verifi ed expenditure;

•   ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3, 
fi nancing child par  cipa  on project – 
submi  ed were 2 reports and verifi ed 
expenditures;

•   Seventh Regional Mee  ng of NGOs 
in Bulgaria, held in Sofi a on 
28–30.04.2014 – fi nanced by three 
donor organisa  ons – World vision, 
Eurochild,  OAK – submi  ed were 
fi nal reports to the donor 
organisa  ons and verifi ed 
expenditure;

•   Project for development of Child 
Protec  on Index – fi nanced by World 
vision;

•   Joint seminar of Coali  on 2025 and 
the NAMRB under the Opening Doors 
for Europe’s Children Campaign.

The Na  onal Network for Children 
has no debts to suppliers or the staff . 
From fi nancial perspec  ve the year was 
intensive and successful.
This year we con  nue to have the 
support and confi dence of donor 
organisa  ons which believe in us and 
in the implementa  on of changes. Our 
eff orts for securing fi nances for the core 
ac  vi  es of the Na  onal Network for 
Children aimed at future partnership 
agreements con  nue. We con  nue to 
look for opportuni  es for support from 
organisa  ons working in the area of 
corporate social responsibility.

Annex 1 to Na  onal Accoun  ng Standard 1 

BALANCE SHEET
NATIONAL NETWORK FOR CHILDREN ASSOCIATION, BULSTAT Code:175121020 

As of 31.12.2015
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Supervisory Board 

Management Board 

Vesela Banova, 
‘Child and Space’ 
Association, 
President 

Gancho Iliev, 
‘World Without 
Boundaries

Georgi Apostolov, 
Applied 
Research and 
Communications 
Fund

Maria Gineva, 
‘Future for 
Children with 
Disabilities’ 
Association

Mariana Evtimova 
Foundation 
PULSE 

Mariana Nikolova, 
‘Karin Dom’ 
Foundation

Dr. Radosveta 
Stamenkova, 
Bulgarian Family 
Planning and 
Sexual Health 
Association

Spaska Petrova, 
‘New Way’ 
Association, 
Chairperson 

Rositsa Sredkova, 
‘Development 
Initiative – 
Kardzhali 
decides’ 
Association

Albena Boneva, 
Helping Hand 
Foundation

WHO ARE WE? 

The NNC has a Management Board of seven member organisations elected by the General Assembly. 
Each organisation has one representative on the Board. The Management Board supports, consults 
and monitors the work of the Secretariat.

The Supervisory Board makes a review of the 
economic situation of the NNC Association 
at the end of each financial year, as well as 
monitoring throughout the whole year. 
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Secretariat 
The Secretariat is the 12-member team who is responsible for the operational 
implementation of the strategic goals of the National Network for Children.

Executive Director: 
George Bogdanov 

Programming 
department:
Dani Koleva,
Vyara Ivanova 
(until March 2014),
Milena Nikolova,
Madlen Tanielyan,
Plamena Foteva

Marketing and 
Communications:
Anna Kolarova,
Zdrava Stoeva 

Network Development: 
Maria Brestnichka, 
Stanislav Dodov, 
Marussya Tsvetkova

Administrative 
Department: 
Lidia Ivanova,
Hristo Hristov



On behalf of all member organisa  ons of the Na  onal Network for Children, 
the Secretariat would like to express sincere gra  tude to our partners and friends. 
The individuals and companies who have worked with us for a be  er future for the 
children in Bulgaria are:

ContourGlobal Maritsa Iztok 3, which con  nue to ac  vely support the par  cipa  on 
of children and young people;

Ficosota Syntez Bulgaria, who donated over 15 tonnes of hygiene and cleaning 
materials;

‘Colibri‘ Publishers and ‘The First Seven‘, who support our campaign for posi  ve 
paren  ng;

Communica  on agency All Channels Group, which helps us in changing the a   tudes 
towards children’s rights;

MVM Group – who helps us for the visualisa  on of our projects: Report Card and 
Do you Know? Campaign;

Company for Interna  onal Mee  ngs (CIM), which help us organise events;

Perfe  a Ar  san Chocolates, who make each year the chocolate statue  es for the 
‘Golden Apple’ awards;

Party Service, who take care of the catering for our events;

Anna Rizova – Noykova (Design For Friends), who created the new visual iden  ty 
of the organisa  on;

Marieta Vasileva (Taralej), who makes all printed materials of the organiza  on;

Emmy Mednik, on whom we can always rely for fast and quality transla  ons;

The French Embassy and the French Cultural Ins  tute in Sofi a – in addi  on to 
providing organisa  onal and logis  cal support, they are our tradi  onal partner in the 
development of civil society, local communi  es and the promo  on of good prac  ces;

Sofi a Puppet Theatre, which is the host of the Golden Apple Awards;

and many other organisa  ons and people who help us every day in the implementa  on 
of our projects and ac  vi  es.

DONORS 
AND FRIENDS  

DONORS



Blagoevgrad Region
Association ‘Community Council 
on Education’ – Gotse Delchev  

Burgas Region
‘The Faithful Steward’ 
Association – Burgas 
‘Demetra’ Association – Burgas 
Integra Bulgaria 
‘Regional Roma Alliance’ 
Association – Burgas 
‘Smile’ Association – Burgas

Varna Region
Association of Parents of 
Children with Dyslexia – Varna 
‘Gavroche’ Association – Varna 
‘Eurointegration’ Association – 
Varna 
‘Karin Dom’ Foundation – Varna 
‘MIG – Kraimorie’ Association- 
Beloslav 
Agency for Social Development 
‘Vision’ – Varna 
‘Joy for Our Children’ 
Foundation – Varna 
Social Association ‘St. Andrei‘–
Varna 
‘Sauchastie’ Association – Varna 
‘Colourful Future’ Association –  
Varna

Veliko Tarnovo Region
Centre for Interethnic Dialogue 
and Tolerance AMALIPE – Veliko 
Tarnovo 

Vratsa Region
‘First of June’ Association  – 
Byala Slatina 
‘Science and Technology Centre’ 
Association – Vratsa 
‘New Way’ Association – 
Hayredin 
School Board of Trustees of 
‘Hristo Botev’ School – Tarnava

Gabrovo Region
‘Social Dialogue 2001’ 
Association – Gabrovo

Dobrich Region
YMCA Association – Dobrich
‘Helping Hand’ Foundation – 
Dobrich 

Kardjali Region
Association ‘Initiative for 
Development – Kardzhali 
Decides’ – Kardzhali 

Kyustendil Region
Parental Boards of Trustees 
of Kindergarten ‘Kalina’ – 
Doupnitsa

Lovech Region
‘Ecomission 21st Century’ 
Association – Lovech 

Montana Region
Community Council on 
Education – Berkovica 
Sham Foundation – Montana 

Pazardjik Region
‘Future’ Foundation – Rakitovo 
’Zhuleviat Dom’ Foundation – 
Lesichevo
Crime Prevention Fund IGA – 
Pazardzhik 
‘Social Practices in the 
Community’ Foundation- 
Pazardzhik 
‘Development’ Association – 
Rakitovo

Pernik Region
‘PULSE’ Foundation – Pernik 
‘White Swallow’ Association – 
Tran 

Pleven Region
Pleven Public Fund  
‘Chitalishta’ – Pleven

Plovdiv Region
‘Big Brother, Big Sister’ 
Association – Plovdiv 
National Alliance for Volunteer 
Action – Plovdiv

Razgrad Region
‘Janeta’ Association – Razgrad 
‘Integro’ Association – Razgrad 
Youth Forum 2001 – Razgrad 

Ruse Region
BRTMI Association – Ruse
‘Equilibrium’ Association – Ruse
Association ‘European centre  
for mediation and arbitration’ –  
Ruse
‘Caritas-Ruse’ Foundation – Ruse
Open Society Club – Ruse
Centre Dynamica Association – 
Ruse

Silistra Region
‘Ekaterina Karavelova’ Women’s 
Association – Silistra – Silistra
‘Hope for a Good Future’ 
Association – Silistra

Sliven Region
Society for the support of 
children and adults with mental, 
physical and sensory disabilities 
‘St. Stiliyan Child Protector’- 
Sliven 
‘The Health of Romany People’ 
Foundation – Sliven 
IRA Foundation – Sliven 

‘Doctors of the World’ 
Association – Bulgaria branch 
-Sliven
‘Roma Academy for Culture and 
Education’ Association – Sliven

Sofia City Region
‘Agapedia – Bulgaria’ Foundation
Alliance of Bulgarian Midwives
‘Alpha Club – to Survive’ 
Association 
Association for Early Childhood 
Development 
Association of Mental Health 
Professionals in Kindergartens 
and Schools in the Republic of 
Bulgaria 
‘Parents’ Association 
Bulgarian Association of 
Adopted Children and Adoptive 
Parents
Bulgarian Family Planning and 
Sexual Health Association
Bulgarian Pediatric Association
Bulgarian Helsinki Committee 
Association for Bulgarian Family 
Values, Traditions and Culture 
‘Bulgarche’
‘Bulgarian Child’ Foundation
BNC ‘Together for the Children’ 
Bulgarian Training Centre 
‘Child and Space’ Association
‘Children and Adolescents’ 
Association
‘EVRIKA’ Foundation
ECIP Foundation
“Teach for Bulgaria” Foundation  
‘For our Children’ Foundation  
 ‘Health and Social 
Development’ Foundation
Ethnic Minorities Health 
Problems Foundation
Parents’ Initiative Committee
Social Activities and Practices 
Institute
‘Concordia Bulgaria’ Foundation
International Legal Advice 
Centre
‘International Award of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’ Foundation 
Arete Youth Foundation 
National Foster Care Association
National Network of Health 
Mediators 
Foundation ‘Hope for the Little 
Ones’ 
‘Hope for Us’ Association
National scout organisation of 
Bulgaria
National School Eco-Parliament 
 ‘Society for All’ Association
‘Paideia’ Foundation
‘Partners – Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Human Rights’ Project
‘Applied Research and 
Communications’ Found
‘Friends 2006’ Foundation

Reachout.BG Association
Association for Progressive and 
Open Communication – Sofia
‘Cedar’ Foundation
‘Step for Bulgaria’ Foundation
‘Step by Step’ Foundation 
Theatre “Tsvete” 
‘Freerun Bulgaria’ Association
FICE Bulgaria
Worldwide Foundation for 
Vulnerable Children
‘Tsvetan Tsanov’ Foundation
‘Centre Nadya’ Foundation
Centre for Inclusive Education
Centre for Psychosocial Support 
Amici dei Bambini Foundation –  
Sofia
Habitat for Humanity 
Outward Bound Bulgaria 
SOS Kinderdorf – Bulgaria

Sofia Region
‘Towards a Better Life’ 
Association – Chelopech 
‘Choice for Tomorrow’ 
Association, Botevgrad

Stara Zagora Region
‘Future for Children with 
Disabilities’ Association – 
Kazanlak 
Chitalishte ‘Vazrodena Iskra’ – 
Kazanlak 
‘Clovers’ Association – Chirpan
National Association of Resource 
Teachers – Stara Zagora 
Friends 2011’ Association – 
Chirpan
‘Samaritans’ Association –  
Stara Zagora
‘World without Boundaries’ 
Association – Stara Zagora

Targovishte Region
‘Naya’ Association – Targovishte 
Club of NGOs – Targovishte 

Haskovo Region
Association of Community 
Centres – Dimitrovgrad 
‘Children and Families’ 
Association – Haskovo 
‘Give a Smile’ Foundation – 
Dimitrovgrad

Shumen Region
‘SOS Women and Children 
survived violence’ Association – 
Novi Pazar
Association of Roma Women 
‘Hayatchi’ – Novi Pazar

Yambol Region
‘People with Athma’  
Foundation – Yambol 
Municipal School Board of 
Trustees – Boliarovo

NETWORK MEMBERS About NNC 
The National Network for Children is an alliance of 125 civil society 
organisations and supporters, working with and for children and 
families across the country.

Encouraging, protection and observing the rights of the child is a key 
part of the principles that unite us. We believe that in all policies and 
practices, which directly or indirectly affect children, first should come 
the best interests of the child. Furthermore they should be planned, 
implemented and monitored with a clear assessment of their impact on 
children and young people, and with their active participation.

OuR MiSSiON
The National Network for Children is advocating for the rights and 
welfare of children by pooling and developing a wide important for 
the society network of organisations and supporters.

OuR GOALS
•   Development of child and family policies;
• Changing public attitudes towards the rights of the child;
• Development of a model for child participation;
• Development of the National Network for Children;
• Improving its capacity;
•  Strengthening the public image of the National Network 

for Children.
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